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INTRODUCTION. 



,;;,p.^HE IVondcr^'ii'orking Providence of Sioiis Saviour in 
r^j NctJ-England is a qu<aint and authentic narrative of 
events conneftcd with the settlement of Massachu- 
setts Bay. The author, in his homely way, has 
sketched a viyidni6ture of the spirit and temper of 
the settlers, the trials they uncTerwent, the jaith and patience 
they exhibited, their struggles w!tlrth€ Indians, and the religious 
disputations they had among themselves. He has given personal 
sketches of prominent men of the colony; details respefting the 
planting of towns, and the gathering of churches; statistics of 
immigration, of population, of the growth of settlements, of the 
produ^ of agiiculture, and of the prices of commodities, that 
are not furnished by any contemporary WTiter. We could have 
consoled ourselves at the loss of his poetry^ if he had supplied 
its place with more oi these interesting details. 

The work was sent to England soon after its completion ; and, 
without the author's revision, or the superintendence of any per- 
son acquainted with New-England localities or history, was 
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printed in London, in 1654, As might be expcfted, the ^vork 
abounds in errors of the press. Proper names and Arabic 
numerals are lamentabl}*^ misprinted. The original manuscript 
is lost, or, it may be, is slumbering unrecognized in some Eu- 
ropean colleAion. It is by no means improbable, that, like the 
missing Lelfer-^book of Gov. Bradford, it may yet come to light. 
Until the original manuscript is found, a revised edition of the 
Wondcr-'ioorking Providence is not practicable, nor indeed desira- 
ble. The errors of the press, in some instances extremely per- 
plexing, are mainly such as require no explanation, and suggest 
few dilliculties to the well-read student of Xew-England history. 

The original impression has become exceedingh^ rare.^ To 
meet the wants of the subscribers for this limited edition, a 
class of readers who desire to possess the original sources of 
New-England histor^^ the following plan has been adopted: — 

First, To reprint the original edition of 1654, page for page, 
line for line, retaining all the errors of construction, pun6tua- 
tion, and orthography, so that the reader may feel as if he had 
the original text before him. 

Second, To prepare a minute Index of the work; correcting, 
as far as is deemed judicious, the misprints of the text; making 
the orthography of proper names conform to general usage ; and 
not hesitating to change dates and figures, when necessary. 

Third, To prepare an Introduftion, embodying such ftifts and 
suggestions respecting the work and its author, as a careful 
examination of the subject may furnish. 

By this arrangement, the opinions and corrections of the editor 
are kept distinCt from the text of the author, and can be con- 

* The work, in detached portions, ha* Mr. James Savaji^e, "with most of il^ ci ror* 

been reprinted in the MassachuiBctts His- and, in t^onie inKtanccs. a certain or conji*^- 

torical Societ/s ColleAions, vols, xii., xiii., iiral corrcAion in the margin." Sec Mr. 

xiv., xvii., and xviii., under the supervision of Savage's note in Wintlirop, i. S4. 
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Introdudion. iii 

suited or discardccl at the reader's option. To corrc6l the 
obvious errors of tlie text would be no favor to the student of 
history; to correft the less palpable errors would deprive the 
work of all its authority; and to give the text a fair English 
dress would involve the absurdity of re-writing the entire nar- 
rative. 

It will be observed that no author's name appears on the title- 
page; and the Preface, with the initials ^'T. H.,^ instead of giving 
the information sought, only deepens the mystery which sur- 
rounds this curious volume. Who T. II. was, is unknown. He 
docs not profess to be the author. The style of composition in 
the Preface is so unlike that of the work, that they could not have 
been written by the same person. A first impression might be, 
that the manuscript was sent to England by Mr. Thomas Hooker, 
(a character the author is never wearj' of extolling), with that 
brief, commendatory introduction. This, however, could not 
have been the case; for Hooker removed from Cambridge to Con- 
necticut in 1636, and died in 1647, at which period, it will be 
seen, the book was not written. T. 11. might have been a friend 
in- England to whom the manuscript was sent for publication; 
but more likely he was some person whom the publisher pro- 
cured to write the Preface. 

No one, I think, who carefully examines the book, will hesitate 
in deciding that the title "A History of New England,'' &c., 
was an invention of the publisher, or of some person employed 
by him. The modest author would never have made such a 
pretentious titlepage. He did not purpose to write a Histor}^ of 
New England. He has not a word to say of the origin and pro- 
gress of the Plymouth Colony, and the Rhode-Island Plantations, 
or of the abortive attempts of Popham and Gorges to settle the 
Province of Maine; and he alludes only in the most casual 
manner to the Connecticut Colony. His intention ^was merely to 
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describe the scenes and events which took place under his own 
observation, and which ilhistrated the goodness of God in the 
settlement of these colonies; or, as he expressed it in the run- 
ning title, and was constantly repeating it in the text,* the tVon- 
der-working Providence of Sions Saviour in Nm) England. If he 
gave the book any title, it was undoubtedly this. 

On page no, we find "The Authors end in naming feme few 
" [of the deputies to the General Court] is for none other end 
" but to make good tJie title of this Book^ & to incourage all the 
" fervants of Chrifl for time to come wholcly to rely upon him, 
" when they go about any difficult work, which may tend to the 
** glory of his Name. Who could have told thefc men, being 
" fcattered abroad throughout the Ifland of Great BrittainCj they 
" fhould meete on a WildernelTe nine hundercd Leagues remote, 
" and there keep Court together to ftudy the prcferwition of 
** Chrifls poore fcattered flockes ? ^ 

The IVonder-'Working Providence of Sions Saviour is evidently 
what he alluded to .above as" the title of this Book.^ By this 
name it has always been quoted, and will ever be known. I have 
therefore, without hesitation, discarded, in my preliminary title, 
what I consider to have been the invention of" Mr. Nath: Brooke, 
at the Angel in Cornhill,'' and have restored the author's title.* 

Five years later, we find the same publisher issuing the re- 
mainder of the sheets of Wonder-working ^Providcnce^ left on his 
hands, with an entirely different titlcpage and preface, in both 



' Sec Wonder-working Providence, pp. 
32, 65, 108, io6,* 128, 162, 166, 170, 217, 
227, where the expression it used. 

^ Of the two quotations from the Psalms 
of David u|K>n the titlcpage, the first refers 
ence, " Psal. 107. 24,** is a-misprint for Psal. 
107. 42, and may have l)cen copied firom 
Coverdale*s, the Bishop's, tlie Genevan, or 
Kin)* James's version ; for tlie verfe is tlic 



same in all. The second quotation, ** Psal. 
111. 2." is from neither of these, nor vet 
from WicHPs version. It is a compound of 
the phraseology in the Genevan and King 
James's. From the early prejudice of the 
Puritans against King James's version, we 
should expeii^ to find that these verses n-cre 
from the Genevan, tlie version which tlic 
author usually quoted. 
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Introdudtion. ^ v 

of which Sir Fcrdinando Gorges is declared to be the author. A 
more monstrous attempt at deception than this was never perpe- 
trated in early or modem times. Sir Fcrdinando Gorges was 
never in America. He was a High-churchman, a sturdy adhe- 
rent of the Stuart dynasty, a persecutor of the Puritans, and a 
life-long enemy of the Massachusetts Colony. That such a man 
should have written Womicr-^ioorking Providciue is a greater 
wonder than any thing recorded in the book. New-England 
history, nevertheless, abounds in references to the book as the 
production of Gorges. So judicious a writer as Dr. John Eliot, 
in his ** Biographical DiClionarj* of New England,"' quotes, in his 
life of Gorges, this forged title as a genuine work of Sir Fcrdi- 
nando, and concludes thus: ^^ This is a curious and scarce book. 
** Hutchinson and Belknap have made great use of it''* This 
incident, however, is but one of the historical infelicities in which 
the Gorges family are involved in connexion with Wonder^ 
"iH'orking Providence^ which will be fully discussed, when, in 
another place, I come to speak of the " Gorges Trnfts.'' 

Who was the author of IVondcr-'Working Providence? I am 
inclined to believe, that Brooke, the publisher, did not know the 
name of the author; and this circumstance favored, if it did not 
suggest, the liberties tiken with it. If the original manuscript had 
a titlepage and preface, and these had been presented, they 
would probably have thrown no light on the question of author- 
ship. It will be seen hereafter, that the audior intended to sup- 
press his narne. 

For more than two hundred 3-ears, tradition has assigned the 
authorship of Wonder-Tvorking Providence to Captain Edward 
Jonxsox, of Wobum, Massachusetts Bay, who came over with 
Wtnthrop in 1630; returned soon after to England, and came over 

* Graham (llistorv of the United States, RcVt, and states that there it a copv in the 
i. 232) quotes from the book a» being Gor- Rcdcroiis-Rtrect Librarv of London. 
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again with his family in 1636; resided in Charlcstown till i642, 
when he engaged in the settlement of the town of Woburn, and 
took so prominent a part in the enterprise that he is justly termed 
the " Father of the Town/' Here he abode until his death, in 
1672, devoting himself exclusively to public duties, both in the 
town that he had founded, and in the General Court of the 
Colony, of which, for nearly thirty years, he was an influential 
and most useful member. 

This tradition has rested chiefly on the following statement o\ 
Mr. Thomas Prince, contained in the Preface of his *• Chronology 
of New England,^ 1 736, p. i : — 

**When I went Xo England [in 1709], I met with a great Variety of liooks- 
*• and Pamphlets, too many here to name, relating to this Country, wrote in 
** ancient Times, and which I could not meet with on this Siile the Athi:tiick, 
•• Among others, a HiJIory of New England //v/// 162S I0 1651, Printeil in 
•* Qitarto Loudoft 1654. I found many Particulars, of the Beginning of our 
*• fcvcral Churches, Towns and Colonies, which appear in no other writi-r. 
•* The running Title of the l^ook is Wonder-working Providence^ ^e. : and 
*• in the genuine Title- Page, no Author is named. Some of the Books were 
" faced with a falfe Titlo-Pagc ; wherein the Work is wrongly alfigned to Sir F, 
*• Gorges: But the true Author was Mr. yolinfon o{ Wohurn \\\ Xe-jc Kngiattd^ 
•• as the late Judge 6Vn'<?// alVur'd mc, as of a Thing familliarly known among 
*• the Fatlicrs of the Majfaciinfeiis Colony.^ 

A Statement so explicit as this, made by the father of New- 
England history, is entitled to the greatest rcspc6t, and, in the 
absence of conflifting testimony, might be deemed conclusive. 
As Mr. Prince received this information from Judge Scwall in 
August, 1728, the Judge doubtless meant by the "Fathers of 
" the Maflachufetts Colony ^ those whom he knew in his early 
life, and subsequent to the death of Captain Johnson. I have 
found no evidence that Captain Johnson ever acknowledged him- 
self the author of the book; that he complained of its being 
ascribed to Sir Ferdinando Gorges; or that his name was in 
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an)^ way cdnneftcd with it during his lifetime. He lived eighteen 
years after its publication, and during the whole period was in 
the public service, and in intimate relations with the leading 
men of the colony. It is probable, therefore, that he intended 
the authorsliip should remain a secret; and, sharing it only with 
his favorite son Major AVilliam Johnson, they kept the secret 
well. 

At the session of the General Court held 15th May, 1672, 
the first meeting after the death of Captain Johnson, it wa^ 
ordered, 

*' That M.ijo' Willjam Ilathomc & MajV Eliasccr Lufhcr make dilltgent 
*• iiiquin- in the feveral parts of tliis jurifdiciion concerning any thing of nio- 
*' mcnt that hauc pad. and in particcuhir of what hath binn colle<5tcd by M» 
'•John AVinthnip, Sen. M' Tho. Dudley, M' John Wilfon, Sen. Capt. Edw. 
'^Jolvnfon, or any other, that lo, matter l>cin<j prepared, fohic mecte perfon 
'• may he appointed by this Court to put the fame into forme, that fo, after 
'• ix»nfall of tlic fame, it may l>c put to preirc." (Mass. Col. Rec. iv. Pt. 2. 
5*5-) 

This Order must have been suggested by the death of Captain 
Johnson (which occurred t\vent\'-t\vo days before), and with a 
knowledge that he had collefted historical materials. The three 
other persons mentioned had died previously, — ^^Vinthropin 1649, 
Dudley in 1653, and AVilson in 1667. It cannot be inferred from 
the Order, that it \vas then known that Johnson had Avritten 
JVondcr-ii^orkiMg Providence. The four persons were mentioned 
as colIe6lors, and not as authors. Winthrop's Journal, and Dud- 
ley's Letter to the Countess of Lincoln, had not been printed. 
What Wilson had colle6ted or %\Titten is not known. Johnson 
(p. 112*) speaks of him as one "who had treafured up heaps 
** of experimental goodneffe of God towards his people,^ which 
was Johnson's mode of saying that he had collefted mate- 
rials for a histon% or Wonder-ivorking Provideuee. Wilson's 
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coIle6tions have never been printed, and are doubtless lost. The 
Order, however, is worthy of notice, as it was the first a6tion of 
the General Court to coUeft and preserve the early annals of the 
colony; and it resulted, a few years later, in Mr. AVilliam Hub- 
bvd's " General History of New England to i6So.'' Hubbard 
made free use of Wonder-working Providaice ; but in no instance 
did he quote it by its title, or mention the name of its authon^ 

Further historical evidence that Captain Edward Johnson was 
the author of the book may be thus stated: — 

Firsf^ The copy of Wonder-working Providence in the Library 
of the American Antiquarian Society, at Worcester, has a manu- 
script note, in the well-known hand>\Titing of Mr. Thomas Prince, 
giving more in detail the fa6t already quoted from the Preface of 
his "Chronological Historj^,^' which is as follows: — 

"Judg Sewall tells mc, this Book was known to have been written by 
** Captain Johnfon of Woburn, Father to tlic Hon**** W* Jolmfon 

*' Efq' of Wobum, w* was chofen alTiflant in 16S4 at yc fame time w'* J"Jg 
" Sewall Himfelf, and as it Was eommonl}* known y* Capt. Johnfon was yc 
** author of tliis Book : fo ye judjj was intimately acquainted w'** his fon yc 
** ailiflantf & had conferred w** Him about it. 

" This ye Judg tells me this 9 aug. 23, 1728/* 



Mr. Prince's name is not attached, nor arc his initials; but 
there is no mistaking his chirography. The blank space before 



^ Hubbard made use of the work in this 
manner. On p. 1 13 he says : — 

•* Concerning Mr [Francis] Bright there 
*' is at this time little known, and therefore 
'*the lefs to be faid, although one who 
*' afledted him never the better for his Con- 
•« formity, gives this character of him ; that 
" he began to hew Aones in the mountains 
*' wherewith to build ; but wlicn he faw all 
*' forts of ftones would not fuit in the build- 
'* ing, as he fuppofed, he, not unlike Jonah, 



** fled from the prcfcncc of the Lord. . . . 
«*Thc like chamber is as freely given br the 
** fame author, Wftowcd on another clerg%'- 
** man, called Mr [William] Blackftone, who 
«*on the like occaiion, as he faith, betook 
«* himfclf to till tlie ground, . . . retaining 
•* no fymbol of his former profciBon but a 
'* canonical coat.** Tlie writer alluded to is 
the author of WoMdcr'tvorkimg Providrmctn 
and tlie quotations are from p. aa 
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<* Johnson** is in the original, and shows that Prince did not know 
his Christian name. It may be worthy of notice, as a corrobora- 
tion of the genuineness of the date, that Aug. 23, 1728, old st3^1c, 
was Friday^ as Prince indicates by the charafter 9. 

Second^ From the prominence the writer gives to the military 
affairs of the colon)', we might infer that he was a military man ; 
and, among the details he was so fond of recording, expcft to 
find his name. But his intention not to divulge it has already- 
been alluded to. AVe are able, however, to identify him by the 
very means he takes to screen himself from sight. On p. 192 
he gives a list of the oflScers of the several military companies 
of the colony. He says, "The band of Concord led by Capt. 
" Simon Willard, being a Kcntifh fouldier, as is Capt. Goggin, 
"... the band of Woburn led by another Kentilh Captain.'' 
It appears from the Colonial Records, that the commander of 
the militia company of Woburn was Captain Edward Johnson; 
and from his Will, on record at East Cambridge, that Captain 
Johnson came from the county of Kent, England. Why should 
the writer suppress this name and give the others in lull? This 
was the author's mode of dealing with himself, throughout the 
book. Another instance is on p. 1S6. He says, "The Govem- 
" mcnt of the Mattachufets fent two meffcngers on purpofe to per- 
" fwade them [Gorton and his followers] to come and have their 
"caufe heard." Three messengers were sent; the third was 
Edward Johnson (Col. Rec. li. 44). In the Sketch I shall give 
of Captain Johnson's life, it will be seen that many of the events 
recorded in the book were those in which he afted a prominent 
part, and in which no allusion is made to himseli. 

Thirdy Increase Mather, who was a contemporary of Johnson, 
knew that he was the author of Wonder-wot king Providence. 
Dr. Mather probably learned the faft, as Judge Sewall did, after 
the death of Captain Johnson, from his son, Major William John- 

k 
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son. In his *• Relation of the Troubles in New Enjrland by 
reason of the Indians, from 1614 to 1675," printed at Boston 
in 1677, Dr. Mather, reciting (in Preface, p. iv.) the authorities he 
had consulted, says, " as alfo what Mr Johnson, or Mr Morton 
" (out of Mr. Bradfords manuscript) hath heretofore noted." 
As he omits the Christian name of Johnson, this might not be 
deemed conclusive; but on p. 56 he says, " Some (viz. Mr. Gor- 
" ges and Mr. Johnfon) have related tliat Miantonimo was fet on 
**by cei-tain vagabond Englifti known by the name of Gor- 
" tonians.^ There is now no doubt as to the Mr. Johnson whom 
he quotes, or as to the edition of ]Vondcr^ii*orkivg Proi'idcmc 
which he used. He quoted, not from the original edition of 1654, 
but from the edition of 1659, prefaced by the spurious title- 
page invented by Ferdinando Gorges, Esquire, in which the 
authorship is attributed to his grandfather. Sir Ferdinando Gor- 
ges. Yet Dr. Mather was not deceived. He saw through the 
imposition, and correftly ascribes the work to Mr. Johnson. Tl;e 
volume which Dr. Mather possessed was " America Painted to 
the Life,^ or the collc6lion commonly called the ** Gorges Trafts/' 
to be described at length in another place. 

In order, however, to appreciate the evidence now under con- 
sideration, it is necessar}' to anticipate that description so far as 
to state that the " Gorges Trails ^ consist apparently of four sep- 
arate treatises, with different titles and dates, as follows: — 

1. "America Painted to the Life. A True History,*' &c-: a 
trad of fifty-one pages, being an account of New England, by 
Ferdinando Gorges, the younger. Date 1659. 

2. " A Briefe Narration,'' of fifty-seven pages, relating to the 
attempts of Gorges to settle the Province of Maine, by Sir Fer- 
dinando Gorges. Date 1658. 

3. Wonder-working Providence entire, with a forged titlepage 
and preface. Date 1658. 



Introdudion. 



XI 



4. "The History of the Spaniards Proceedings in America,'' 
of fifty-two pages, by Ferdinando Gorges, the younger. Date 
1659. 

The passage from "Mr. Gorges," containing the expression 
" vagabond Englifti,'^ is found on p. 38 of the first traft; and also 
on p. 183 of the third trail. I quote in parallel columns both 
cxtrafts; but invert the order given b}^ Dr. Mather, for the reason 
tliat Wondcr-Tvorking Providence was published five yea.rs before 
the Gorges tra6l appeared. 



America Painted to the Lift. 
1659. pp. 37-3S. 
*' This confcderac}' being ended, 
** there came in certain Indian Sa- 
*' chcms. and fubmittcd to the Englifli 
*' Government, as Pomham^ Soccan^ 
" anocohy Miantoncnto^ and Uncas^ 
*• but between thcfe Princes arofe a 
" ver^' hot quarrcH, which the JSng^ 
'• lijh fought all meanes to quench, but 
*• could not, it being fomented, as is 
" fvippof 'd by fome vagabond Eng'^ 
*' ///5, who for their crimes were ban- 
'* ifht from their complices at Rode 
** lilnnd, the Ringleader being one 
*• Samnel Gorton the broacher of 
** thofe licrcfies before mentioned, 
** thefc GortoniJIs^ as is faid lent 
*' Miantoncnio a corfelet for fafe- 
*' guard of his Pcrfon.*' 



I f ^ondcr'-xorking Provide nee, 
1654. p. 1S3. 

" This confederacy being finifhed, 
••there came in certain Indian Sa- 
•' chims, and fubmitted to the Englilh 
** Government, as Pontham^ and Soc^ 
" cananocoh to the ^fattachnfets ; 
^•alfo Miantonemo and Uncas; but 
" between thofe two latter Princes 
" arofe a ver}' hot quarrel, the Eng- 
" lifh fecking by all means to quench 
** it, but could not. it being, as is fup- 
" ]K>fed, fomented by a fmall company 
*• of vacahond Hngiifh^\\\\Ci were then 
'• for their crimes banilhed from their 
'• own complices at Rhode Ifland, the 
" Ringleader of them being o\\^ Saw- 
'* uel Gorton^ by whofe mean they 
** were drawn into damnable errors: 
'• Thcfe Gortonijis^ as is faid. lent 
** ^fiantoncnen^o a Corflet for fafc. 
** guard of his own perfon.'* 

Dr. Mather found the .statement he quoted in both tra6ts, and 
did not perceive that the Gorges traft was a rank plagiarism 
of Wondcr-workiug Providence. That Dr. Mather had a copy of 
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the " Gorges Tra6ts,^ is evident from the la6t that the first traft 
was never published in any other form. The statement of Rich, 
of AUibone, and other bibliographers (who have copied Rich), 
that these trafls were published separately, is, I think, erroneous. 
They have doubtless in modern times been separated and bound 
singly; but I shall hereafter show that the coUcftion was a unit in 
design; and shall furnish evidence to indicate what that design was. 
I will here only remark, that every faft relating to. New-England 
History that Ferdinando Gorges, in his first tra6t, did not take 
from his grandfather's " Briefe Narration," he pilfered from W?«- 
der-^working Providence. He gave in his Preface an elaborate 
list of French and Spanish authorities, which he did not use, but 
made no allusion to the work from which he obtained the chief 
part of his material. Having appropriated portions of the work 
for his first tradl, he stole it bodily for his third trait 

Dr. Mather places " Mr. Gorges " before " Mr. Johnson," be- 
cause Mr. Gorges's tra6t preceded Mr. Johnsons in the volume 
he used. If any further evidence is needed to identify the edition 
of IVonder-working Providence that Mather had, it is found in the 
statement (in Preface, p. iv.), "I have also perused Sr. Ferdinando 
** Gorges Narration of original Undertakings here," which was 
never printed except in the "Gorges Trafts," 1659, until it was 
reproduced in the Collections of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, vol. xxvi., 1857. 

Dr. Mather probably found the book in England, and brought 
it with him when he returned to Massachusetts, in 1661. Copies 
of both editions were exceedingly scarce in the colony, at even a 
later date. Mr. Prince, who commenced his search for books 
relating to the history of New England in 1703, never saw a copy 
of cither edition till he went to England in 1709. From the 
manner in which he speaks of finding the work there, it is probii- 
ble he never heard of it till then. 
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Fourthy Without the testimony of Prince or Mather, the work 
has ample internal evidence to prove that Capt. Edward Johnson, 
of Woburn, was its author. From the minute details he gives of 
the settlement of AVoburn, the gathering of the Church, the ordi- 
nation of Mr. Thomas Carter, the Church Covenant, &c., it is 
evident that the writer was an interested ador in these events. 
The early Town Records of Woburn, in Edward Johnson's hand- 
writing (fac-similc specimens of which will be found facing the 
titlepage of this volume), show that he was the pioneer in the 
settlement of the town, and the leading aftor in the events he 
describes; that he was the first Town Clerk, the first Chairman 
of the Scle6lmen, and the first Deputy to the General Court. 
The book also minutely describes those wonder-working provi- 
dences, in which we know, from other sources, he took part; and 
it also omits, or erroneously states, other incidents which took 
place during his absence from the colon}-, from 163 1 to 1636. 
These fafts will be developed in the Sketch of his life. 
When was Wondcr-^working Providence written ? 
As we open the book, the first impression is that we have be- 
fore us a journal, written from tiriie to time, as the dates in the 
heading indicate; and the phraseology in many places favors this 
impression. A brief examination, however, assures us that this 
was not the case. In the introductory portion of the narrative, 
before he speaks of the arrival of Winthrop and his company, 
j he alludes to fafts that occurred at a much later date. 
:" Describing the trials of the sea-voyage (p. 36), he states that 
: children were bom on the passage, "among other Sea-borne Cot- 
. " ten, now a young student in the Colledge in Cambridge, being 
j j " Son to that Famous and Renowned Teacher of Chrift M. John 
I j " Gotten.^ Seaborn Cotton did not enter Harwird College till 
' ^ 1647, and he graduated in 165 1. 

Under the date of 1637 (p. iii), he says, ^•^ Wherefore it will 
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" not be amiile if our Countrymen [meaning Englishmen] be 
" acquainted with the one and twenty yearcs experience of this 
" Wilderneffe worke, in point of Government." If he intended to 
date from the arrival of Governor Winthrop in 1630, the date 
of the period at which he was writing would be 165 !• But, if he 
intended to date from the arrival of Governor Endicott at Salem 
in 1628, he wrote this passage in 1649. I am inclined to think 
that he had in mind the settlement at Salem; for (on p. 31) he 
gives the number of voyages made, and the number of passengers 
transported to New England " for fifteene years fpace to the 5-ear 
** 1643," which must be from 1628. On p. 22, under the date of 
1630, speaking of the Salem church, he says, " And now let 
" every Eare liften, and every heart admire, and inlarge it felf to 
" the aftonifhment of the whole man at the wonderous worke of 
** the Great Jehovah: That in thrice fcven years . . • this poorc 
** Church of Chrift confiding at their beginning but of fevcn pcr- 
** fons, increafed to forty three Churches.'* We thus arrive again 
at the date 1649. 

In his verses on Governor AVinthrop, under the date of 1631 
(p. 48), he concludes with .two stanzas which imply that Win- 
throp was then dead. Winthrop died March 26, 1649. 

Under the date of 1647 (p. 208), he says, " our Maritan Towns 
"began to encreafe roundly, efpecially Bofton, the which of a 
" poor country village, in twice [misprint for thricc\ feven years 
" is become like unto a fmall City, and is in eleftion to be Mayor 
"Town fuddainly.^ This refers to a petition, presented to the 
General Court, in the name and behalf of the town of Boston, 
that it might be made a corporation. The following adtion was 
taken upon the petition, June 21, 1650: "It is agreed vppon by the 
" Court that theirc defirei^fhould be graunted, if the articles or 
" tearmesy priuiledges & imunities thereof were fo prefented as 
" rationally fhould appcarc, refpeflingc the meane condition of the 
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<^ country, fit for the Courte to graunte, provided they prcfcnt 
" theire propofitions at the next fellions of this Courte to be con- 
" fidcrcd off.'' (Col. Rcc. lii. 207.) 

Captiin Johnson, at this time, was a Deputy to the General 
Court; and, the proposition meeting with a favorable reception, 
he naturally supposed that the aft of incorporation would be con- 
summated at the next Court of Ele6tion, in May, i65i. The citi- 
zens of Boston probably demurred at the projc6l of giving up 
their privilege of discussing and determining in open towh-meet- 
ing all matters of local interest. The proposed draft of a charter 
seems not to have been presented at the Court of Election; and, 
for the next one hundred and seventy years, Boston escaped being 
a " Ma5*or Town.*' The incident, however, fixes the date at 
which this portion of tlie work was written, as between June, -->. 

1650, and May, 1651. It shows, also, that the dates at the head 
of the pages must be received with great caution.* 

My conclusion, after having examined the evidence on this 
point with some care, is, that Captain Johnson commenced writ- 
ing the book about the year 1649; that he had it on his hands till 

1651, adding to^ and altering from time to time, what he had 
already prepared. I have found no incident that seemed to ex- 
tend his labor upon it to a later date. The result is a great con-"^ 
fusion in the order of dates and events. 

His account of the town of Charlcstown (pp. 39-41) is an 

* The following are a lew of the manv >pcak« of Major- GemcraJ Edward Gibboiia« 

other instances of confusion in dates which who was not appointed major-general till 

1 have ohser\-ed : — Mav, 1649. 

On p. 212 (1648) JohnH>n records the On p. io6* (1636) hesajt, "It was jrour 

gathering of the second church in Boiiton* •• [the hishops'] Pithagorian Phylofophj 

The church was not gathered till June 5. 1650. ^Mhat caufed the King to toofe his life, bT 



^n p. 124 Ci^37) he records the loss or ** perfuading htm his Kingijr power lived 
Captain Lamberton*s ship, which occurred •• in jR>ur Lordiv dignitr." Charlet I. was 
eariv in 1646. beheaded Januarr 30. 1648-9. 
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instance of this disorder. "And now [1631] the new-come 
" Souldiers of Chrift ftrengthen themfelves in him, and gather a 
"Church at C/iarlcs-Towne.^ He gives a description of the 
town: — 

" It haUi a large Market-place neer the water fide built round with Houfes, 
" comly and faire, forth of which there iifues two (Irectes orderly built with 
** fome very faire Houfes, beautified with plcafant Gardens and Orchards, the 
*• whole Towne conlifts in its extent of about 150. dwelling Iloufes. Their 
** meeting houfe for Sabbath aflembly (lands in the Market-place, very comly 
** built and large, the Officers of this Church are at this day one Paflor, and one 
" Teacher, one Ruling Elder, and three Deacons, the number of Souls are 
i* about i6o. • . • Their Corne Land in Tillage in this Towne is about 120a 
" Acres, their great Cattcll arc about 400. head, Sheepe neare upon 400. as for 
" their horfe you (hall hear of them, God willing, when we come to fpeak of 
** their Military Difcipline/' * 



^ In 1631 there were not, probably, in the 
entire colony one hundred '* great cattle** 
(goaU being termed '* small cattle **). The 
price of cattle from 1630 to 1640 was very 
high, that of cowt ranging from t>»'enty to 
twenty-five pounds, " it being the common 
•'praAife," tays Johnson (p. 172), "of thofc 
**^ who had any ftore of Cattel, to fell every 
" 3'ear a Cow or two, which cIoath*d their 
'* backs, fird their bellies with more varieties 
'* then the Country of itfclf afforded, and 
** put gold and lilver in their purfes befides.** 
In the spring of 1643, when immigration was 
checked in consequence of the development 
of Puritan power in England, the price, 
aays Johnson, " fell of a fuddain in one 
•* week from 33 /. tlie Cow, to 6, 7, or 8 /. the 
** Cow at moft, in fo much that it made all 
'* men admire how it came to pafs." 

Of sheep there were probably not half fo 
many in the colony in 1631 as Johnson gives 
to Charlestown alone. On page 84 he i^ava, 
*<As for thofe who laid out their £ftate 
•* upon Sheepe, they fpeed worft of any at 
** the beginning (although fome have fped 



** the beft of any now) for untill the Land 
" be often fed with other Cattcll, Sheepe can- 
" not live ; And therefore they never thrived 
" till thefe latter dayes: Ilprfe had then not 
•* better fuccefTe, which made many an hon- 
"cft Gentleman travcll a foot for a long 
** time, and fome have e%xn perilhcd with 
'* extreame heate in their tra veils." 

Prince (p. 392, ed. 1826) says there 
were ** no horses in New England in tho»e 
"days" (1632). Horses were then indeed 
ver^' scarce ; but the statement, if taken lit- 
erally, is an error, lligginson, writing to 
his friends at Leicester, September, 1629, 
says, "We have [at Salem] fix or fcvcn 
" mares and a horfe, and do every day ex- 
"peA the coming of half a fcorc mares 
"more" (Young, Chronicles of Mass.. p. 
361). Johnson (p. 31) speaks of throwing 
o%'erboard many of their horses, implying 
that some were not thrown over, and proba- 
bly arrived in safety. The horse [companr] 
our author promises to speak of under the 
head of Military Discipline, was the " ytry 
" gallant horse troop " he subsequently men- 
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Josselyn, in both voyages to New-England, 1638 and 1663, 
visited Charlestown. In the narrative of his second voyage, he 
gives a description of the town. Instead of colle£Ung any origi- 
nal statistics, he copies Johnson's literally, thus (p. 164) : " There 
" belongs to this town one thoufand and two hundred Acres of 
"arable, four hundred head of Cattle, and as many Sheep;'' 
showing that he did not consider them inapplicable to a date 
twelve years subsequent to the completion of Johnson's. book,* 



tioned on p. 193; and as it was the only 
one in the colony, and quite cclehrated in 
its day, he did not think it necessary to ^tate 
that it belonjjcd to Charlcj^town. Several 
of Captain Johnson*s sons lived in Charles- 
town, and were probably members of this 
** gallant troop." It appear* from an order 
relating to the division of lands, parsed by 
the town in 1657, that the *• trooj^rs" had 
previously been " exempted for their heads 
*' fl>oll taxes] in poynt of cuntry rates " 
(Frolhingham's Hist, of Charlestown, p. 
151). This mounted company was proba- 
blv fonned about the year 1649. as Johnson 
►peaks of it as ** of late liAed." 

That twelve hundred acres of corn-land 
should have been under tillage in the town 
of Charlestown indicates a date, when the 
concluding portion of the description was 
written, as late as 1650. In the spring 
of 1633, it appears (p. 56) that ** the Win- 
" tors Froft being extratHed forth the Earth, 
*Mhey fall to tearing up the Roots and 
''BuOies with their Howes; even fuch men 
" as fcarce ever fet hand to labour before, 
"men of good birth and breeding. • . • 
** The chiefed Come they planted before they 
"had Plowes was Indian Graine, vhofe in- 
"crcafc is very much beyond all otlwr.** 
Again, on p. 120: "And whereas at their 
"firtt comming it was a rare matter for a 
" man to have foure or ^\^ Acres of Come, 
"now many have four or five fcore. . . . 



" for it was with fore labour that on[e] man 
" could Plant and tend foure Acres of Imr 
" tlians Graine, and now with two Oxen bee 
"can Plant and tend 30... • . Infomtich 
" that Marchandizing being flopped at pref- 
" cnL they begin [to] quelUon what to do 
*« with their Come." 

Wood (New-Englands ProfpcA, 1634), 
in the rose-colored statement he gives of 
the prosperity of the Massachusetts Colony, 
probably over-estimated the number of do- 
mestic animals at that date. He saj-t (p. 54)* 
*'Can they be 'very poore, when for foure 
** thoufand foules, there are fifteen hundred 
**head of Cattle, befidet foure thoufand 
'^Goates, and Swine innumerable?" 

* The use which Josselyn made of Wcm* 
dcr-'.vorking Providcnct in writing up the 
narrative of his second voyage, I have ne%*er 
seen noticed. I have made a careful colU- 
tion cf Josselyn*s account of the Massachu- 
setts Colony, and find that he took about 
four-fifths of it dircAly from Johnson ; gen- 
erally abridging, but in many cases giving 
Johnson's preci>« phraseology. He has even 
copied the obvious raisprintt of Johnson*t 
text. Josselyn gives rather extensive bound- 
aries to tlie town of Cambridge, for a writer 
who has visited the locality twice. He 
says (p. 165), ** It ftrctcheth from Charlet- 
•* River to the Southern piirt of Merrimach- 
•* River." This he took from Johnson (p. 
60, who i^:{\%^ " The Liberties of this town 
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It appears as if Johnson, just before completing the work in 
165 1, added, to tlic description he had prepared of Charlcstown, 
those new and vcTy interesting particulars as to its condition at 



•* hare bcco inlargcd of late in length, reach- 
** Ing fixMn the moft Xortherlv part of 
'< Ckarles Ri%'er, to the moA Soutlicrly part 
**of Afcrrimtck River." *' A/rrrimrck^ it 
an ob%*iout misprint for '* MyJIicJ* Again, 
Josselyn taj« (p, 170), " 0%'er againft 
'* iiHvtrki'U I^xUi the Town of MuMtmr 
These towns are nearlr thirty miles apart, 
the former being on the Mrrrimark River, 
and the latter on the Mystic River. The 
misprint already noticed may have led Jos- 
selyn into this error; but it is more proba- 
ble that he took it from the heading of 
Chapter vii. p, 210, where Haverhill and 
Iklalden are brought together. Haverhill is 
there a misprint, or an author's error, for 
Audevtr, The chapter has nothing to say 
about HavtriiH; that town having been 
described on pp. 196, 197. 

Josselyn (p. 169) says of Hampton, 
"This Town is like a Flaxvcr'tii-lucey liaving 
"two ftreeU of houies wheeling off from 
"the main body thereof, they have great 
" Rore of Salt Marihcs and Cattle, the land 
" is fcrtil, but full of Swamps and Rocks.'* 
From Josselyn*s well-known t:iste for nat- 
ural history, it would readily be inferred 
that his Fiovrer-dflmc€ comparison was his 
own invention. It is, however, a literal 
copy from Johnson (p. 134). Tlius, **The 
" form of this Towne, it is like a Flower-de- 
"luce, two ftrceU of houfes wheeling off 
" from the maine body thereof, the land is 
" fertile, but filled with fwamps, and fome 
" ftore of rocks.- «« Tlie great (lore of Salt 
" marih and CatUe,- Johnson introduced a 
few lines earlier. 

A similar use of Johuf^n is apparent in 
hit description of nearly every one of the 
Mattachusettt towns. 



In compiling his " Chronological Obfer- 
vations of America," Josselyn made similar 
use of lVoadcr''U'orl'iH£[ Providcmce, About 
nine-tenths of his items relating to the Mas> 
saqhuMrtts Colony, from 1628 to 165 1, are 
taken from Johnson. For his purpose, a 
date at the head of the pa^e covered every 
transaAion found beneath it. Hence he fell 
into many errors. For instance, he gives 
1651 as the date of the return to England 
of Hugh Peters and Mr. Wells [Thomas 
Welde]; whereas they returned ten years 
earlier. He found the fa«5t mentioned in 
Johnson, on p. 324. The date at the head of 
the page (for which the printer, and not tlie 
author, was doubtless ret^ponsible) is 1651. 
But Johnson, in his text, states the faA cor- 
recHly, thus : they *• (leered tlieir courfe for 
** England, fo foon as they heard of the chain- 
" ing up of thofe biting beafts, who went 
** under the nan»e of fpiritual Lords,** allud- 
ing to the early action of the Long Parlia- 
ment, which met in November, 1640, the. 
impeachnient of Archbit^hop Laud and of 
the Earl of Strafford, the abolishment of the 
Star Chamber, the High Commission, and 
the Council of York. 

These fa<fis do not necessarily cast dis- 
credit upon Josselyn. He must obtain his 
chronology* from K>me souree, and there was 
no other work extant that had so many and 
such authentic fadls relating to the Massa- 
chusetts colony as Wouder-'wcrkisig Prrci' 
dcmce. In hit description of tOM-ns, however, 
it seems very strange, with the ample op- 
portunities he possessed of collet5iing new 
material, that he should have been so bar- 
ren in originality, and have copied to liter> 
ally from Johnson. 
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that time. If wc could sec the original manuscript, wc should 
probably find some interlineation, division, or explanation that 
the printer has not preserved. What has been stated of Charles- 
town applies equally to his descriptions of Dorchester, Roxbury, 
Cambridge, Watertown, Ilingham, Lj'nn, Ipswich, Newburj*, 
Concord, Hampton, and Sudbur3% 

What was Captain Johnson's motive in writing Wondcr-working 
Providence^ and the circumstances of its publication? 

The book wms evidently no waif which accident had thrown in 
the way of a publisher, who printed it \vithout the writer's con- 
sent It was written for a definite objedt, and for immediate 
publication. The motive was ccrtainlj^ not pride of authorship,^ 
nqr a desire for literary reputation; for he withheld from it his " 
name, and suppressed every allusion to his own connexion with 
the events he described. It was written for the information of 
** our Countrymen.'* By this expression, which the author often : 
uses, he means not his fellow-colonists, (these he terms " New- 
England people,'' p. 217,) but his countiymcn in Old England.' 

" Tlicrc arc two foils of pcrfons in our Native Country . . . namely the 
** godly Preflntcrian party, anil the Congrcgalionall fincere fer\ants of Chri/t^ 
**bk)th which the Author could wilh . . . would forioufly ponder this Hif- 
" tor}-. ... Of the llrft fort named, I could wifli tlie Reverend Mr Ruterford^ 
"Mr Baylc^ Mr RaihhoMc^ Mr 2\igct^ Mr BalJ^ &c, would but infoime them- 
** fches further by the truth of this lliftoiy'* (p. 104). " But to our beloved 
** brethren in England^ on the other hand, the Reverend Mr Burroughs^ Mr 
** Goodwtn &c, this fecmcth you have apprehended our Churches and civil Gov- 
** emment to be too (IriA in dealing wilh perfons for their linfull opinions.** 
(p. io5.)« 

' Speaking of John Norton, he fays (p. On page I20*, he i^ayf, "Many pamphlets 

73)* '* The learned labours of this Soul Jier *' have come from our Countreymen of 

•* of Chrift are obvious to our Countreymen, •* late." 

•* hee Preaching there," — that is, in Yar- * Samuel Rutherford was an eminent 

njoulh, England, as described on pp. 64, 65. Scotch Presb\*tcrian divine, and wrote vari- 
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Again, he says, *^ Foure forts of perfons I could with a good 
" will have paid their palTage out, and home again to Englaml^ 
"that they might have been prefent at this Synod [1637], fo that 
"they would have reported the truth of all the paflagcs thereof 
"to their own CoUedgeS at their return'' (p. ii8*). These 
' expressions, and many similar ones, oft repeated, — " beloved 
" countreymen " (p. 217), "our Englifti Nation'' (p. 22), "our 
"Parkes in England" (p. 56), — indicate the affe6tionatc regard 
which the author, as well as the colonists at large, entertained for 
the mother country. 

In these days of Alabamas and Shenandoahs, we can hardly 
appreciate the sensitiveness of the early settlers to public opinion 
in England. Many of them had there been persecuted for their 
^ religion, and some had been driven to these shores; still, England 
. was their mother, and they loved her with filial devotion. Their 
trials tliey charged upon a false religious system and bad rulers: 
England herself could do no wrong. The original settlers at 
Massachusetts Bay were not, like the Plymouth colonists, fugi- 

ous works on Church Govemincnt. He was numerous : among them, ** A Tr^all of the 

silenced in 1636, and died in i66t. Kcw-church Wav in New-England and in 

Robert Bai Hie, a Presbyterian divine, was Old." 1644. 4®^ 
bom at Glasgow, 1599, and died 1662. He Jeremiah Burroughs, an eminent Puritan 

wrote against Episcopacy* and the Independ- divine, was born in 1599, and died in 1646. 

ents. His colleifled works, edited by David He w*as silenced, and he fled to Holland, but 

Laing, were published in Edinburgh, 1S41- returned adcr the Puritans cume into power. 

4S- 3 ^<>1*M S^> Darling gives a lis^t of eighteen of his publi- 

William Rathband: a Presbyterian, wrote cations. 
"A Confutation of the Errors of the Sedt Thomas Goodwin was an Independent 

called Browniilt or SeparatiAt." London: Calvinist divine. He lived from 1600 to 

1644. 4^« 1679. In 1634, he was pastor of an Inde- 

John Paget, a Presbyterian, wrote van- pendent Church in Holland. He rvtumed 

ous works, from x6i8 to 1641. One of these to England, was made Prcf^idcnt of Magda- 

ir *« A Defence of Church Government ex- len College in 1649. •'*"^ ^*a* ejcAed at the 

ercifed in Prelbyterial, Clascal, and Synodi- Restoration. His works, in five folio vol- 

cal Airembliet." 1641. 4». umes, were published in 1681. The work 

John Ball, a Puritan divine, was born in Johnson saw was probably ** An Anatomy 

I5^5» »"<* <'>«d >n xd^a His writings were of Independency.** 1644. 4*. 
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tivcs from persecution. They came voluntarily, an organized 
company, and with a royal charter, to enjoy a larger freedom in 
their religious belief than was possible for them in England. 
Many of them were in nominal communion with the Church of 
England. When the " Arbella" was lying in the harbor of Yar- 
mouth, Isle of Wight, ready to sail, Governor Winthrop and 
several of his companions issued an address to " the reft of their 
brethren in and of the Church of England,** in which they said, 
" We efteem it our honor to call the Church of England, from 
"which we rife, our dear Mother; and we cannot part from our 
" native country where (he fpecially refideth, without much lad- 
" nefs of heart, and many tears in our eyes.** 

Francis Iligginson expressed the emotions of a "right New- 
" England man,'' when, in May, 1629, he called up his family and 
other passengers of the ship, as the shores of England were fading 
. from their sight, and said : — 

"We will not fay Farewell Babylon, Farewell Rome! but we will fay, 
'•Farewell dear England -*- Farewell the Cliurch of God in England, and all 
'* the ChriAian friends there ! We do not go to New England as SeparatilU 
" from the Church of England, though ive cannot but feparate from the comip* 
'• lions in it ; but we go to pra<5lice the politive part of the Church reformation, 
" and to propagate the Gofpel in America.** * 

William Ilooke, "Minifter of God's Word in Taunton,'' in a 
. Sermon entitled ** New Englands Teares for Old Englands Feares,** 

preached July 23, 1640, gives a touching tribute of the feeling in 
, the Plymouth colony towards England. " There is no nation that 
• " calls us Countreymen but the EngliOi. Brethren I Did wee not 
] "there draw in our firft breath? Did not the Sunne firft fhine 
. "there upon our heads? Did not that Land firft beare us, even 

" that pleafant Ifland, but for fm, I would fay, that Garden of the 
: "Lord, that Paradife?'' (p. 16.) 

. I ' Mather*t Magnalia, B. iii. p. 74. Sprague^K AnnaU, i. p. 8. * 
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A number of disaffcfted persons had returned to England, 
some voluntarily and others by banishment, who were zeolous 
in circulating reports adverse to the reputation and interests of 
the colony. Among these were such busy and malignant char- 
afters as Thomas Morton, Sir Christopher Gardiner, and David 
RatcliiT, who, with Sir Ferdinando Gorges, had conspired to de- 
fame the colonists, and deprive them of their Charter. The sum- 
mary proceedings in the case of Samuel Gorton; the Antinomian 
controversy, and other religious disputes in the colony, had been 
used to engender a feeling of distrust among its genuine friends 
in England. The material prosperity of the colony was checked, 
after the meeting of the Long Parliament in 1640, by the falling- 
ofF of immigration,* tlie derangement of prices, and the high cost 
of labor.* 

While there was much misrepresentation and adverse criti- 
cism in England of events that had taken place in the Massa- 
chusetts Colony, very little was known of its history and actual 
condition. White's " Planters Plea," 1630, 88 pp. ; Iligginson's 
"NewEnglands Plantations,'' 1630,25 pp.; and Wood's "New 
Englands Profpe6t," 1634, 112 pp., were important tra6ls, but ihcy 
hardly touched upon the fa6ls which Johnson purposed to de- 
scribe. These, with Lechford's " Plain Dealing,'-' 1642,80 pp.; 
"Good News from New-England,^^ 1648, 24 pp., and a few 

^ For one hundred and sixtjr jcars, dat- " more as in Enj^land, and in many things 

ing from 1640, more persons lci\ New Eng- '* treble ** (p. 207). 

land than came to it. See Hutchinson, L 'A reprint of this valuable traA, with 

preface vii., and Palfrey's N. E. i. preface %-ii. copious notes by Mr. J. Hammond Truro- 

' The high cost of labor caused many bull, of Hartford, is in press, 
an enterprise to be abandoned. Johnson ^ Reprinted in Mass. Hist. Soc's Collcc- 

tays, "An ironivorkwas begun in Brain- tions, xxxi. 195-2 iS. I have not seen the 

"tree, and profited the owners little, but original. Mr. John Carter Brown has the 

" ratlier wafted their ftocV, which caufed only copy I have heard of in this countn*. 

" foroe of them to fell away the remainder, Mr. Rich never saw •* Good News," 164S, 01 

" the chief rcafon being the high price of he would nothave asked, ** Is this a leprini 

'* labour, which ordinarily wa* as much " of Edward WinsIow*s book, 1624 ? *" 
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others,* comprised all the printed information respefting the col- 
ony accessible to English readers. 

The reputation and material interests of the colony obviously 
required that a full and connefted account of the rise, progress, 
and condition of the Massachusetts plantations should be prepared 
for the British public. This the modest Town Clerk of Wobum 
took upon himself (with much hesitation and misgiving we can 
readily believe) to perform. His lack o f literary cul^i^re waj; in a 
degree compensated by his intinlate-ttCqiiaintance with colonial 
aflairs; and his position as Deputy to tlic General Court gave him 
access to the records of the colony. 

Captain Johnson's style of writing requires a passing notice. It 
is evident, that, like a mother's partiality for her sickly child, he 
thought more of his poetry than of his prose. He imagined that 
his verses would live when his prosaic narrative was forgotten. 
"For remembrance of him [Isaac Johnson],-* he says (p. 38), 
"mind this Mecter.'* Not a worthy could he fitly dispose of 
without immortalizing him "in rude verse.'^ 

Poetry embodies the highest conceptions of human thought; 
and yet there is a presumption against any person who prints 
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V Unfavorable reports of the colony had 
been publiklicd by Thomas Morton, in ** The 
** New Englifli Canaan,** Amsterdam, 1637, 
iSS pp. ; and by Samuel Gorton, in '* Sim- 
"plicitics Defence againft Scven-1 leaded 
"Policy," London, 1646, iii pp. Mr. 
Thomas Wcldc's ** Short Story of the Rife, 
" reig^, and ruin of the Antinomians" Lon- 
don, 1644, ^ PPm had given the details of 
that strange controversy, and of Mrs. Anne 
Hutchinson*s rough treatment Mr. John 
Cotton's «* Kcyes of the kingdom of I leaven," 
London, 1644, 69 pp.; his **Way of the 
"Qjurchcs of Chriit in Kew-England," 
London, 1645, 125 pp., and several otlier 



publications of his, had exhibited the radi- 
cal departure of the Massachusetts churches 
from the English system of church govern- 
ment. •* Xew-Englands Fird Fruits,** i54Sf 
26 pp. ; *♦ The Day-Breaking if not the Sun- 
*' Rifmg of the Gofpcl," 1647, 25 pp. ; and 
*• The Clear Sun-Shine of the Gofpcl," 164S, 
were missionary tra^s, showing the prog- 
rest of the gospel among the Indians. 
These, with Mr. Nathaniel Warde*t '* Sim- 
" pie Cobler of Aggawam," 1647, 80 pp., are 
nearly a complete list of works relating to 
the Massachusetts Colony which had then 
been printed. 
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verses, which can be removed only by positive evidence estab- 
lishing one of two fa6ls, — either that the verses are good, or that 
the party committing the offense is in other respc6ls a worthy and 
sensible person. Johnson's poetry is not good. It is shocking 
beyond description. It is of the kind which neither gods nor men 
can abide. It is my good fortune, however, to be able to show, 
in vindication of our author, that he was a person both worthy 
and sensible. His motive was good, if his verses were not. Let 
us, therefore, cordially accede to his request (giving the apologistic 
clause a literal meaning, which he, of course, did not attach to 
it) " that no one be offended at tlie Authors rude Verfe, penned 
" of purpofe to keepe in memory the Names of fuch worthies 
" as Chrift made ftrong for himfelfe, in this unwonted worke ol 
"his'' (p. 19). 

To inquire how Johnson came by his style of versification raises 
a question that is curious rather than essential. It might be sup- 
posed, from their rudeness, that his poetical effusions in Wonder- 
working Providence were his first attempts in that form of com- 
position. But such was not the faft. It was a vicious practice 
he had indulged in for nine ye.irs, at least, before he wrote this 
work. Fortunately, but one early specimen has come down to 
us. The first entry he made in the Woburn Records — under 
the date of 1640, but written, probably, two years later — was 
in verse; and its style is, if possible, worse than any thing that 
appears in Wonders-working Providence. 

Mr. Samuel F. Haven, the accomplished Librarian of the 
American Antiquarian Society, suggests to me, -that he thinks 
Johnson must have read Barnabe Googe, and formed his st}lc 
after that model. Having carefully examined the writings of 
Googe, I must confess that the resemblance does not impress 
me as it did the critical mind of that learned antiquary. Googe 
wrote nearly a hundred years btfore Johnson, and the rescm- 
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blance between them seems to me no greater than between other 
religious verse-writers of that period. On the point of literaxy 
merit, no comparison can be instituted. The following is an 
extract from "The Popilh Kingdom by Thomas Naogeorgus, 
"englyfhed by Barnabe Googe,'^ ^S7o> 4% ?• 59 J — 

" We here are called Hcritykes, and worthic thought to bee, 

" Of halter, ftvorde, confuming fire, and ech extremitee. 

'^ We puniiht are, our houfcs fealde, or from our countrie forre 

*' We banifht be, or elfc opprefl at home with ciuill warre : 

*^ Whereas the dreadfull Souldiour doth consume, and deane deuours, 

'* The goodes that here hath gotten bene, by toyle and paine of our8« 

*' Thcfe things thefe Cutholickes attempt, when in fo many yeares, 

** By scriptures fure tliey cannot plant, this fooliih fayth of theirs.** 

The idea of interspersing verses, with his narrative was sug- 
gested, I think, by his reading "Good News from New Eng- 
land,-' 1648.* That Johnson read " Good News^ is evident from 
several quotations which he makes from that brief traft 

!• Johnson (p. 168) saj'S, " Mr. Henry Dunfter is now Prefi- 
" dent of this [Harvard] Colledg, fitted from the Lord for the 
" work, and by thofe that have Ikill that way, reported to be an 
" able Proficieut in both Hebrew, Greek, and Latine langu.ages.^ 
Having no " {kill that way," for he had no knowledge of those 
. languages, Johnson modestly bases his statement on one who 
had. The author of " Good News,'' (whose name to this day is 
unknown,) makes frequent use of Latin phrases, and (p. 216 
of reprint) says, " the Prcfident being an able Proficient in the 
Tongues The Prefidcnt is Mr Dunflen^ 

* ItWM no unusual practice with Mrritert evidence that Johnson had read Wood; and 
of that dajr. Wood, in hit *♦ New Englandt no a11u«ion to, nor quoUtioa from, anjr 
ProfpeA," introduced vertet : but I find no other traA oh New-England. 
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2. On p. 58, Johnson quotes the complimentary epithets he 
applies to Thomas Hooker, "the grave, godly and judicious,'' 
from "Good News,'' p. 217,* Johnson probably had no per- 
sonal acquaintance with Thomas Hooker, who came to New- 
England in 1633, and removed to Connefticut in June, 1636, 
during the whole of which period Johnson was not in New-Eng- 
land. It was proper, therefore, that he should quote the words of 
one who seemed to know him. 

3. "Good News," p. 217, having alluded to Mr. Hooker's 
death, which occurred July 7, 1647, mentions "Mr Philips, Mr 
" Huet and Mr Har\-er, j-et remaining in the united Colonies, of 
" name and note." ' Johnson eulogizes these four names in verse, 
(p. 222) in the same order, and with the same spelling of John 
Hansard's name. 

4. Johnson quotes an error from "Good News." He notices, 
(p. 128) under the date of 1637, the arrival of " Mr. AVilliam 
" Tompson, Mr. Edm. Browne, and Mr. David Frish^ — a mis- 
print for David Fisk. The perron alluded to was Mr. John Fisk, 
of Wenham, whose arrival, with Mr. John Allin, Mr. Thompson, 
and Mr. Browne, is mentioned on page 117*, but the name is 
again misprinted Fish. Johnson copied the mistake as to his 
Christian name from "Good News," p. 212, where, in a list of 
the ministers of the several churches in the colony, and the sal- 
aries they each received, the writer gives the name of tlic min- 
ister of Wenham as " Mr. David Fisk," with a salar}' of twenty 

» The exprestion ** the judicious Hook- « It it Mn^Iar that the three persons 
er," vhich properly belonged to Richard named as ''jet remaining,** aAer Mr. Hook- 
Hooker, the celebrated English divine, who cr*« decease, had died several years before: 
died in the jrear 1600, seemed to descend to Mr. Geo. Phillips. Julj- 1, 1644 ; Mr. Ephraim 
Thomat, who was no relative of his. I do Hewitt, Sept. 4, 1644; Mr. Har\ard, Sept 
not claim that the use of the word "judi- 14, 1638. Could the author ha%-e been a 
dout" would identifj the quoUtion; but New-England man? 
that the other two epithets, and the order 
of the three, do identifj it 
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pounds.' Johnson, when he describes the town of Wenham, 
(p* ^89) gives the name yo An JFisk correftly.* 

Mr. Savage, describing " Good News " (Mass. Hist. Col. xxviii. 
288), rem.irks, " It is much in the style of Johnson's IVofider' 
^ -working ProvUicuce^^ Another eminent New-England scholar, 
in a letter to me, says, " The similarity of style between the two 
"works seems to me quite remarkable; so much so, that I once 
" thought Johnson might have written both.'' 

" Good News ^ was printed and seems to have fallen into the 
hands of Johnson, about the time he commenced writing his 
book; and, having had a penchant for composing verses, and 
obser\ing the success with which its author interwove poetry 
with his narrative, conceived the plan of making his own dog- 
gerel perform for him the same good service. This idea, and a 
few quotations such as have been mentioned, are all, so far as I 
can ascertain, that he borrowed from " Good News." From this 
point the dissimilarities arc noticeable. The autlior of the latter 

' The salary of the minUtcr of Wcnhom burr; and Mr. Ezekiel Rogcr«, of Rowlcr, 
it the smallest on the li>t. But Mr. Fi»k was — had each £Sa Mr. Richard Mather, of 
not dependent on \C\% i^alarv for -.upport. Dorchester; Mr. Nathaniel Rogers, and Mr. 
He had married a lad^* of fortune, and he Norton, of Ipi^tvich ; Mr. Shepard, of Cam- 
came to New England with implements for bridge: and Mr. Bucklcv. of Concord, — had 
fanning and building, and with provi^ons each £70. Mr. Norri». of Salem ; Mr. Allent 
enough for his support for three vears. of Ch.irlestown; Mr. Wilson, of Boston; Mr. 
Johnson alludes to his fanning o}>erations Peter Hubbard, of Hingham ; Mr. Noyet, 
on p. 1S9. ''He at firft fettled down as a of Newbury; and Mr. Tliomas Carter, of 
"planter among tlicm, yet with.il he be- Wobum, — had each £60. Tlie other minit- 
"came helpful in preaching the Word unto tcrs had smaller sums; the least, with the 
"them." exception of Mr. Fisk, being that of Mr, 

The list, contained in ** Good News,** of Green, of Reading, who had £30. 

the salaries paid to the several ministers * Josselyn, in his ** Chronological Obfcr- 

during the first twenty years of the Massar rations,** quotes this error from Johnson, and 

chusetts colony is interesting, makes an additional error of one 3*ear in the 

Mr. John Cotton, of Boston, and Mr. date. He sayt, *'This year [1638] came 

Zach. Simms, of Charlestown, stand at the "over Mr Wm. Thompfon, Mr Edmund 

bead of the list, each receiving £90. Mr. «' Browne, Mr David Friik." 
Knowles, of Watertown ; Mr. Welde, of Rox- 
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writes like a person of some culture and learning; Johnson writes 
like a carpenter, as he claimed to be, when, on leaving England 
the second time, he gave his occupation to the " Commiflioners 
" for regulating Emigration to the Plantations.^ Some of the 
verses in ^* Good News ^ are ingenious. The autlior thus works 
up the names of the New-England towns: — 

** To raiiing Townes and Churches new, in WiUlcrnefs they wander, 

** Firft Plymouth^ and then SaJcm next, were placed far afunder. 
** Charles river where they nextly land, a Towne like name they built, 

** Poore Cottages then populate, %vith winters wet foone fpilt. 
** Brave Bofton fuch beginning had, Dorchcflcr fo began, 

** Roxbury rofe as mean as they, Cambridge fortli from them ran. 
** Lin likewife built, when Waterto-ycnc firll houfes up did reare, 

** Then large-limbM Ipf-j:ich brought to eye 'mongft woo<ls and waters clecr. 
** Hartford^ Ne-jyltavcn^ Scituaie^ Sandivich and Dover all, 

*' In wildernefle 'mongft people wilde, there Scituations fall." 

In a similar manner he introduces the names of twenty-four 
other settlements. In natural histor)- the writer was a keen ob- 
server. In Spring, — 

" The Codfifli, Holybut, and Baflc, do fport tlie rivers in, 

** And Allewifes with their crowding (holes, in ever}' creek do fwim, 

*' Leaving their fpawn in ponds to thrive 'mongft Pikes devouring jawes, 

** That fwallow Tro\>-ts, Tench, Roach and Breme into their greedy mawes. 

** Pirch, Shad, and Eeles, there plenty fill the panyard and the pan, 

** Smelts, Lobftcrs, Crab-fifli, pranes and (hrimps, with cockles, muifels, dims. 

** Plenty of oyfters overgrow tlie flowed lands fo thick, 

" That thoufunds loads of lime are tum'd, to lay faft flone and brick.'' 

Sommer. 

** Befpread with Rofes Sommer 'gins take place with haily fpeed, 
** AVhofc parching heate Strawberries coole doth moderation breed. 

*' Ayre darkening (holes of pigeons picke their berries fwcet and good, 
** Tlic lovely cherries birds entice to feaft thcmfelves in woods. 
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*» The Turkics, Partridge, Heath-hens aiit? their young ones tracing pafle 
** The woods and medowes, Achoms eat, and hoppers in the grafle. 

** Like Virgih knat mufkcto flics with buzzy humming dare 
•' AlTault the flouted with long trunke, both blood and bliders reare.** 

His description of a New-England Winter, so unlike the mild 
and humid season of the British Isles, is excellent: — 

" Sharpe, fudden, yet with lightfome looks doth winters cold come in, 

^*With thicke, large Coat doth doath the earth, both foft, smooth, white . 
and trim. 
** Tlie large tempefliious furgcs arc bound in with fiozen band, 

^* WHicre (hip did anker, iticn doe walke, and carts as on the land* 
** The Gccfe flye prating night and day, to tell the approaching feafon, 

•* Brought downc by gun fliot from their flight unto the Indians gefon. 
*' The tripping Deer with length of leaps, do burft through frozen fnow, 

*• Hunters purfue with bracket fliooes, at length they weary grow^ 
*' Then down tlic dogs them fuddcn draw, expof'd to hunters pleafure, 

" Their flcfli well welcome, and their ikins, arc chiefe of Indian trcafure.** 

When I assert that Captain Johnson neither did nor could 
\vrite such verses as these, I «im conscious of not conforming 
to the practice of some editors who consider it their duty to claim 
for their authors every species of talent and pre-eminence. I 
have no ambition to be reckoned among this class of panegyrists, 
being quite content to state fa£ts, even if they are homely. Cap- 
tain Johnson's merits do not lie in the direSion of literary com- 
position. It is sufficient to claim that he wrote the most important 
book on the Massachusetts Colony that was printed during the ; 
first hundred years after the settlement, that he was a man of 
a6tion rather than of letters, and took a leading part in the events 
he described. In a Sketch of his Life, — following a description 
of " The Gorges Tradls," — I hope to make it appear that his ' 
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name is entitled to a larger space in the annals of New-England 
than it has hitherto occupied.^ 



1. 



I 

The Gorges Tracts. j 

THE fraudulent use made of IVofidcr-worh'u^ Providence^ in ^ 
the colledtion known as the "Gorges Tra6ls,'' 1659, has 
already been alluded to, and demands a more careful exami- 
nation. 

Of the four hundred and forty pages which comprise that 
volume, two hundred and forty are the original sheets of John- ^ 
son's book. Two changes only were made in the work, to enable 
it to perform the part assigned to it in that strange compilation. 
The original titlepage and preface were suppressed, and others 
were substituted. On tlie former, the authorship was attributed 
to Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Knight; and in the latter an attempt * 
was made to give plausibility to this monstrous imposition. 
Three of the four trafts have the general title, " America 
"Painted to the Life," and the first and third titles are nearly * 
the same. 

The collection has been a puzzle to bibliographers. Mr. Oba- 
diah Rich, to whom we are so much indebted for his bibliography, 
and notes on early American books, evidently gave considerable 
attention to these tradts, without coming to a conclusion that was 
satisfactory to himself. He says, " It is altogether a singular per- 

' * The imprint of Wamder-w^rkimff Prcv* months before the dose of 1653." In that 

id9mc€ gives 1654 ^ ^^ ^^^ o^ publication. copy the last figure of 1654 is erased, and t 

It waSf however, printed in 1653 ; and a 3 is substituted. (Mr. Savage's Gleanin;;*. 

copjr was added to the Thomason collection, Mass. Hist. Society's Col. xxviii. 284."^ 
now in the British Museum, '* nearly four ^ 
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" fonnance.'' Because the first and fourth trafts bear the date 
1659, and the second and third the date 1658, Mr. Rich inferred 
that the parts were printed separatel3\ The four, — the text of 
Wonder-working Providence excepted, — we shall see, were printed 
at the same time and for the same purpose. For nearly two 
hundred years they were not reprinted, nor found in any other 
form, unless they had been separated by accident, or under a 
misconception of their nature. 

We sliali begin to understand the book, when we discover, that, 
from beginning to end, the compilation is a fraud, deliberately 
contrived for extorting money from the Massachusetts Colony, 
by a needy and unprincipled adventurer, by name Ferdinand© 
Gorges, Esquire. 

I purpose to set forth the evidence to substantiate this state- 
ment; and, for the better understanding of the subjefl, shall 
preface the examination with a bibliographical description of 
the book. 

The following are the four titles and the collation. The lines 
are indicated in the usual manner, and the rubricated words in 
small capitals: — 

Title I. 

America | Painted to the Life. | The tme | History | of | The Spaniards 
Proceedings in the ConqucRs of the | Indians^ and of their Civil Wars among 
ihcm- I felves, from Columbus his firft Difcoverj', | to thefe later Times. 
I As also, I Of the Original Undertakings of the Advancement of ) 
Plantations into thofe parts ; | With a porfcd Relation of our Englifh Difcov- 
erics, (hewing | their Beginning, Progreft and Continuance, from the Year ) 
162S. to 1658. Declaring the Forms of their Govcni- | ment, Policies, Religions^ 
Mancrs, Cuftoms, Militarj- Difci- | pline, Wars with the Indians^ the Commodi- 
ties of tiieir I Countries, a Dcfcription of their Towns and Havens, | the Increafe 
. of their Trading, with the Names of | their Governors and Magiflrates. | More 
efpecially, an abfolute Narrative of the North | parts of America^ and of the 
Difcovcries and | Plantations of our Engliih in | Virginia, New-England, and 



xxxu 



Introduction. 



Berbax>obs. I Publifht by Ferdinando Gorges, £fq ; | A Work now at laft 
expofed for the publick good, to (llr up the Heroick and | A<5live Spirits of thefe 
times, to benefit their Countrey, and Eternize | their Names by fuch Honorable 
Attempts. I JFor the Readers clearer underjfanding of the Countreys^ they are 
lively I dejcribed in a com f1 cat and exquifte Map. \ Ovid. Auri Jacra fames 
quid non \ London. Printed for Nath. Brook at tlie Angel in CornkiL 

1659.* 



1 "The coxnpleat and exquifite Map,** six 
bj eight inches, embracing North and South 
America, is entitled "Americae Descrip." 
The names of places are in Latin, and tlie 
scale is in German measure. As there is 
nothing original in the compilation, it is 
curious to notice where Gorges borrowed or 
stole its several parts. This is the identical 
map that was used by Thomas Gage in the 
second edition of his West Indies, 1655. 

Besides the map, there is in some copies 
a folded frontispiece; but difTcrent copies 
have not the same frontispiece, and about 
half the copies I have seen have none. It 
appears as if the compiler inserted such 
pictures as he could obtain, and, when the 
supply failed^ issued the remainder of tlie 
edition without any. Rich alludes to one 
of these frontispieces as follows : '' Besides 
'*the map, there is a portrait of a young 
'* Indian woman, with a human leg in her 
'*[le(t] hand; a folded plate, inscribed 

** * Ambkica. 
"'Tit I, ID Umpdng dineis, for to tiy 
** * By fia4ry iiiejtac«« t* obtainc me, caus* dc them dye 
"'And, laft diic(mcr*d, TndfcoHcr'd am : 
** * For, mcB, 10 tiade my Soylc, as ytt, are lana.*** 

A copy belonging to the Massachusetts 
Historical Society has this frontispiece. The 
female holds a bow in her right hand ; and 
in the background are four cannibals, roast' 
in|^ a human body upon a frame over a large 
fire. 

Another copy, belonging to the Library 
of Harvard College, has a different frontis- 
piece. An Indian female, as in the other 



print, is seated beneath a tree, holding a 
bow in her left hand, and an arrow in her 
right. In the background are three can- 
nibals. One js cutting up a human bodr; 
another is roasting a human leg; and the 
third is drawing his arrow upon a deer. On 
the left of the female's head is a parrot and 
a scroll, with this legend, ** Pavit qui gen* 
uit.** Over the left shoulder of the female 
is '* America.** Under the print are the fol- 
lowing lines: — 

** Though to my Sisten long vnkno«-nc I lay 
*' I am aft rich, and fTeatcr farr then they 
*' My barbarous nidencs dolh at ftill expreie 
** What Nature is. till w-ce haue Graces drefr 
** But when tlie sloomy shades oi Death yet bee 
** The fuitfhuie of Gods love I hope to fee.'* 

The general idea seems to be the same 
in both prints. Each figure has a quiver 
suspended at the right side hy a thong 
passing over the left shoulder. Each hai 
a tiara of feathers upon the head, and i 
string of beads with a pendant about the 
neck. Both prints are very creditable speci- 
mens of Dutch engraving, and were doubt- 
less used originally in some work on South 
America. 

The copy in the Boston Athcn;cum, and 
the one in the possession of Mr. Charles 
Deane, of Cambridge, have no frontispiece. 
Mr. George Brinley, of Hartford, has two 
copies, one, formerly owned by Mr. Thomit 
Prince, with the frontispiece described bj 
Mr. Rich, and the other with none. I have 
seen several other copies without a frontis- 
piece ; but they were not in their origins! 
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Collation. — Frontispiece folded. Three preliminary leaves (title, reverse 
bbnk ; " To the Judicious Reader/* signed " Ferdinando Gorges," 4 pages). 
Map folded (**Amcricae Defcrip."). Text (running-title, **-^ Defcription of 
NevyEnglandx^ signatures, B-H), 51 pages. On page 51, "Finis;" signa- 
ture, F3 [sliould be H 2] ; catchword, ** A" ; reverse blank. 

Title IL 

A I Briefe Narration | of the | Originall Undertakings | of the | Advance- 
ment I of I Plantations | Into the parts of | America. | EfpcciaUy\ \ .Shewing 
the beginning, progrefs | and continuance of that of | New-England. | Written 
by the right Worfliipfull, Sir Pcrdiftando Gorges \ Knight and Govemour of 
the Fort and Ifland of | Plymouth in Devonflnre. \ London : \ Printed by B. 
Brudendl^ for Nath. Brook at the | Angcll in Corn-hill. 1658. 

Collation. — One preliminar}- loaf (title, reverse blank). Text (running- 
title, "-/4 Defcription of Nc'd> England;^ signatures, I-P) 57 p^es. On 
page 57, " Finis ; ** no catchword ; reverse blank. 

Title III. 

America | Painted to the Life. | A | True Hiflor}* of the originall undertak- 
ings of the advancement | of Plantations into thofe parts, with a perfeA relation 
of I our Englijh Difcovcries, (hewing their beginning, progprefs, and | continu- 
ance, from the 3'ear, 162S. to 165S. declaring the forms of | their Government, 
Policies, Religions, Manners, Cuftomes, MiliUiry | Difcipline, Warres with the 
Indians^ the Commodities of tlieir | Countries, a Defcription of their Townes^ 
and Havens, the increafe | of their trading with the names of their Govemours 
and Magifbratcs. | More \ Efpccially an abfolute Narrative of the North parts 
of America^ and | of the difcovcries and plantations of our Englijh in | New^ 
England. \ Written by Sir Ferdinando Gorges Knight I and Govemour of 
the Fort and Ifland of Pli mouth in | Devonjhire^ one of the firft and cheifeft 
pro- 1 moters of thofe Plantitions. | Publiflit fmce his deceafe, by his Grand- 
child Ferdinando Gorges Efquire, | who hath much enlarged it and added fev- 

\ 

condition, as thote were which have been but it from Virgil (^neid iii. Tercet 57, 58). 

; mentioiied. The corrcA quotation it, — 

The quotation, " Ovid. Amrifacra famet .. q^ ,^ „,,,„^ p,,^^ ^^^ 

qmid sm ,•• which is also on the title- Ami from frassl'* 

ptge of the fourth traa, it not from Ovid, • 
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erall accurate Dcfcripti- | ons of his owne. | A work now at lad cxpofcd for the 
publick good, to (lir up the heroick and a<5tivc fpirits | of thcfc times, to bcn<'fit 
their Countr}', and Eternize their names | by fuch honourable attempts. | For 
the Readers clearer undcrflanding of the Countr)''s they are lively deferibcd in a 
I compleat andexquifite Map. | Vlvit pofi funcra virtus, \ London; Printed by 
E. Brudenell^ for Nathaniel Brook dwelling at | tlie Angel in Corn-hilL 165S. 

Coilatfon. — Two preliminary leaves (title, reverse blank, ** To the Reader," 
signed " Ferdinando Gorges," 2 pages). Text ( Wondcr-ivorkiftg Providence 
complete, the original impression of 1654; signatures, B-H h) 236 pages. 
" Courteous Reader, Thcfc Books following are printed for Nathaniel Brooke^ 
&C., 4 pages, without folios. 

Title IV. 

America | Painted to the Life. | The | Iliflory | of the | Spaniards Proceed- 
ings in America, their Con- | quells of the Indiafts^ and of their | Civil Wars 
among themfelves. | From | Colnmhns his liril Difcovery, to thcfc | later Tinics. 
I By I JFerdinando Gor^cSy Efq ; | Ovid. Auri facra fatncs quid not: — | 
London^ Printed by T. y. for Nath. Brook at the An^cl in CornhiL 1659. 

Collation, — Two preliminar\' leaves (title, reverse blank ; " The Preface,** 
signed " Ferdinando Gorges," 2 pages.) Text (nnining-title, ** The Jl/Jlory 
of AyiERiCAy Painted to the Life;*^ signatures, B-H) 52 pages. On page 52 
are " Finis,** " The Poft-fcript," and catchword " The." Then follows ** The 
General Table," 1 7 pages, witliout folios. This is a General Index to the entire 
compilation ; but, as each has separate paging, there is no indication as to which 
one of the four tradls contains tlie subje<5l referred to. Three pages, without 
folios, of " Books lately printed^ and in the Prcfs now printing^* conclude 
the compilation. 



For convenience of designation, I shall speak of the compila- 
tion as four tra6b, although in design and execution the book is 
a unit. 

The first title and preface serves for the entire compilation, as 
well as for the tradt to which it is prefixed. The title is taken 
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mainly from that prefixed to the third trad; and the portion re- 
lating to " the Spaniards Proceedings ^ is from the title of the 
fourth tra6t The opening sentence of the preface alludes to 
the second tradL 

Fcrdinando Gorges, the younger, is the writer of the first tra6L 
In his general preface, he is ver}* careful in mentioning his au- 
thorities. First, of course, is " My Grandfather, Lord and chiefe 
"Govcrnour by a Patent from the late King, upon the defcription 
"of which Province I have infiftcd the more largelj', as well for 
" that it hath not been particularly' mentioned by others, as for the 
" peculiar intercft I my felfe have in it as legallj' defcending to 
" me by right of inheritance, nor do I doubt, though my juft claim 
" be unjuftly oppofed by thofe of the Matachufets Bay, but when 
" the matter comes to be decided by a legall hearing, it will be 
" ferioufl}- pondered," &c. 

It appears, therefore, that Gorges had a claim against " the 
" Matachufets Bay,'' which he purposed to bring to a legal de- 
cision; and that this book is a part of the case he was working 
up for the trial. The reader will please carry this faft in mind, 
as it exhibits the motive of the compiler, and will aid in solving 
many of the difficulties which abound in the volume. 

To the " relation of my Grandfather " he has " added both 
"out of the choiceft Authors as Davity [5/V],Jean de laet, An- 
"thony Herrcra, Oviedo, Francis Ximenes, Champlain Sparbot 
" and others, ... as Mr. Edward Godfrey, Mr. Robert Gorges and 
"others." 

Godfrey was one of the persons associated with Sir Fcrdi- 
nando in his attempts to settle Maine; and Mr. Robert Gorges 
was the son of Sir Fcrdinando, and uncle of the author. Who 
" Davity" was, or what use was made of the French and Spanish 
authorities, of Edward Godfrey and Mr. Robert Gorges, in his 
first trail, is not apparent; but it is very obvious what, use he 
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made of an obscure New-England writer, whose name or whose 
work he did not mention.* 

One instance of his use of Johnson's work has already been 
mentioned, on page xi. Page after page can be quoted from his 
tra£t, and it can be shown where from Johnson he obtained every 
fa£t, incident, and expression. This is not neccssar}\ I will 
simply show some of the errors and typographical mistakes he 
appropriated to himself from our author. 

1. Johnson (page 133), under the date of 1638, says: "This 
** yeare . . . they began to ercft a Colledgc, the Lord by his provi- 
" dent hand giving his approbation to the work, in fending over a 
" faithful! and godly fervant of his, the reverend Mr, John Hat-vcrd^ 
" who joyning with the people of Chrift at Charles Toivnc^ fud- 
" dainly after departed this life, and gave near a thoufand pound 
** toward this work; wherefore the Government thought it meet 
" to call it Harverd Collcdge in remembrance of him.'' 

Gorges (page 35) makes of this statement the following, and 
locates the College in Charlcstawn : "About this time (1638) 
" feveral well minded people began to ereft a Collcdge at Charles 
" Town, to which one Mr. John Har^xrd was verj- afllftant, and at 
" his death gave a thoufand pound toward it, whence it was called 
" Harverd Colledge.'' 

Again, Johnson (page 165), under the date of 1640, and in a 
chapter on " The Firft Promotion of Learning in New-England," 
alludes to the College, and says, "The chief gift towards the 
" foundation of this Colledg, was by Mr. John Harncs [mis- 
" print for yo/in Harverd^j a reverend Minifter, the country- being 
"very weak in their public Treafury, expended about 500- 1. 
"towards it, and for tiie maintenance thereof, gave the yearly 

1 Some of his sUtetnenU he took from chas W. He made use also of his Grand- 
John Smith's "Trvc Travels," 1630, and father's Patent 
others from *' Brief Relation,** i638» in Pur- 
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" revenue of a Ferry paflage between Bofton and Charles Town, 
** the which amounts to about 40, or 50. L per annum.^ 

F. Gorges, Esquire, was evidently puzzled at this statement. 
The College first described, located at Charlestown, was founded 
by Mr. John Harverd, who gave it near a thousand pounds. But 
here was a College established (wis he understood it), two years 
later, at " New-Town, now named Cambridg," its chief bene- 
factor being Mr. John Harnes, who gave it only £500, and the 
revenue of a ferry. This College must certainly be a different 
institution from the one before mentioned. It was very strange, 
however, that two colleges should be started in a colony not yet 
ten years old. Thus must have reasoned the veracious Ferdi- 
nando, who read " Davity, de lact, Hcrrera, Oviedo, Ximenes, 
" Champlain Sparbot," in their original tongues, as authorities in 
New-England history. 

The difficulty, however, must be grappled with and solved. 
He inclines to the first hypothesis, that there were two colleges, 
and makes history as follows: — 

'^ This year [1640] alfo was laid the foundation oi another Collcdge at New* 
" town, otherwifc called Cambridge, being fcituated upon a fpacious plain, near 
" a fair navigable river, and environed with many neighbouring towns of note, 
'^ it is at prefent inlarged by the purchafc of neighbour-houfes, having a fair 
^* hall, convenient (ludies, and a good Librar}* ; ' the chiefe BencfaAor was one 
** Mr. yohn Harncs^ who expended about 500 pound towards it, bcfides a yearly 
" revenue for the maintenance of a Ferry paflage, between Bodon and Charlef- 
" to^vn,- 

2, In a note on page xvii. allusion was made to a typographical 
mistake which Jossclyn took from Johnson. Gorges appropriated 
to himself the same error, and his book was printed six years 
before Josseljn's. Johnson's description of the boundaries of 
Cambridge is noticeable, not only for its tj'pographical error, but 

1 All this description will be found in John ton, pp. 164-5. « 



I 
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for the quaint comparison introduced, " being in forme,'' he says 
(p.6i), "like a list cut off from the Broad-cloatli of the two fore- 
" named Towns, . . . reaching from the moft Northerly part of 
" Charles River, to the moft Southerly part of Mcrrimeck [mis- 
" print for Mystic\ River.'' Gorges (p. 30) works up this infor- 
mation thus: **In forme like a lift of Broad-Cloath, reaching to 
" the moft Southerly part of Merinicck-RivcrP 

If the error had stopped here, the circumstance would have 
been less noticeable. John Ogilby, in his illustrated folio entitled 
" America," 167 1, took his account of Cambridge, as well as of 
other New-England towns, from Gorges, and in it incorporated 
both the blunders just described. Ogilby's description (p. 160) 
is as follows: — 

•* It is in form like a Lift of Broad-cloth, reaching to the moft Southerly part 
** of Mcrrimeck River: it hath comely and well order'd Streets, and /u*<? fair 
•* CoUedgcs; the fii'ft called Harxerd Colledge, from Mr John Har\crd, who at 
•* his death gave a thoufand Pounds to it ; to the other Mr John 1 lames was the 
" chief BencfaAor."* 

From Ogilby the errors went into nearly all the general his- 
tories that appeared for the next half-centur3\ Richard Blomc 
(Hiftory of Jamaica, 167 1), in a summary of New-England towns, 
mentions (p. 182) "Cambridge, formerl}^ called New-Town, feated 
" on the River Mcrrimeck ; this town confifteth of fcveral llrects, 
" and is beautified with two Colledges.'' 

3. Johnson (p. 79) saj-s of Concord, that it " is feated upon a 

^ Ogilbjr tavs thit town was called hy the pleaned his fancj, the names of £ngli>k 

Indians Amongcangtn, Where did he ob* towns where tliere were no English settle* 

tain this name? Captain John Smith, in ments. Boston he placed near the mouth of 

the' summer of 1614, explored the coast from the Merrimack River, and Cambridge some 

Penobscot Bay to Cape Cod, and prepared thirty miles from, the coast of Maine, on 

a map of the same, which he subsequently the Androscoggin River. Amotig€atig€m''» 

presented to Prince. Charles for revision. probably an incorredt form of the Indian 

On this map Captain Smith inserted, at name of that locality. 
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" branch of that large river of Mcrrimcck Alkui/eSj and Shad in 
"their feafon come up to this towne, but Salmon and Daice 
" cannot come up, by reafon of the Rocky falles.^ The mis- 
placement of a comma led Gorges astray in his geographical 
citation; for an Alcwtfevf2iS an American fish of which he had 
never heard. He therefore places the town of Concord " upon 
" a branch of that large river of Afcrimcck AllwivesP Ogilby 
copied the name of this strange New-England river into his 
"America,'* and it doubtless can be found in other histories. 

4. Johnson (p. 172), through another mistake of his printer, 
makes the extraordinarj' statement that " for this year 1642, . . . 
"tlie number of Freemen added was about 1232.^ The whole 
number of admissions during the entire period since the settle- 
ment of the colony was but 1292. The error was one likely to 
be dctcftcd by any person at all familiar with New-England hisr 
tor)-. Immigration at that time was very limited. More persons 
probably went back, to take sides with Parliament against the 
King, than came over.* This was the kind of error that Gorges 
would be most likely to steal, and he took it. Johnson, two lines 
below, spoke of the great fall in the price of cattle, which had 
" continued at an exceffive price fo long as any came over with 
" eftates to purchafe them.^ * 

^ It is remarkable that Dr. Holmes, In *' in December, at Salem, 9; in Febmarj, 7 

his Annals (1805), i. 324; and Williamson, *'ai37.'' Mr. Savage, however, omitted 

Ilistor}' of Maine, ii. 290, should have quoted the name of Willi : Pinchon, who took the 

these figures without a suspicion of their in- oath August 11. 
accuracj. In collating Mr. Savage's list of freemeiiv 

^ The number of freemen admitted in 1643 (App. K, ed. 1S26) with the original 

1642, who were chiefly, I suppose, the sons records of tlie colony at the State House» I 

of planters arriving at the age of sixteen noticed several variations. The two moat 

years (Col. Rec. i. 139), was 138. Mr. Sav- important— Humphrey Keyne ior Humph- 

age (Winthrop ii. 74) makes the number rev Reyn', and Wm. Lowell for \Vm. Lewea 

137- He says, ** I have diligently examined — he corre<5ted in his edition of 1S53. StUl, 

'* the records, and find [the admissions] in the original orthography of names la not 

**May, 113; in June, 6; in September, 2; preserx-ed in Mr. Savage's ls«ter ^itioo. la 
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5* There is an error in the heading of the chapter on page 87, 
by which the town of " Sand wicht '^ is inserted instead of "Dukes- 
" berry,^ respecting which the chapter treats. Gorges finds the 
name of the latter town in the description, and, concluding that 
the names refer to the same locality, appropriates the information 
as follows: "The 13th Town is in Plimouth Government, fcituatc 
"upon the Sea-coaft firft named DuJtcs-^Bury^ afterward Saud' 
^^wicliP Ogilby has the same. The towns of Duxbury and 
Sandwich are quite as distinft localities as Boston and Spring* 
field. A similar mistake in the heading of the chapter on page 
210, where "Haverhill'' is inserted instead of Andover, he also 
appropriates to himself. On page 185, fourth line, the word 
printed "years" Johnson doubtless wrote "dales." The printed 
form — which requires Uncas to hold the Narraganset chieftain 
Miantonemo a prisoner at Hartford several years before he put 
him to death — answers Gorgcs's purpose, and he copies it. But 
it IS not necessary to multiply tliese instances of blundering 
plagiarisms. 

The point of objeftion is not that he copied from Wonder- 
working Providence^ or that he copied many of its t^^pographical 
errors, • — for there was no otlier work extant that gave so full an 
account of the Massachusetts Colony, and, with his entire igno- 
rance of New-England matters^ it was not possible for him to 
correft its errors, — but the charge is, that, pretending to give his 
authorities, he suppressed the title of the book (its author he 

Uie list of 1643, Ta^'ler is printed Taylor^ before rejedted is restored, and the two tp- 

Stoder is Siodder^ Leoman is Loomttm^ Guil pear as *' John Tomkins, senr.i^" and '* John 

is GuiU^ Pebodjr is /Va^0«/r> Ropper is /?^ "Tomkins, junr.** The Christian name«, 

/er, Thackster is Tkaxter, In his first edi- also, when contracted in the Record, are 

tion; Mr. Savage verj properlj omitted in often given in full, and vice versa, Mr. 

one place the name of John Tomkins, which Savage's lists are free modernized tran- 

was inserted twice, and in both places que- scripts, and are not exadt copies of the ori|p- 
rSed. He mistook, however, the querjr (qu :) 
for **Jiiii." la the second edition, the name 
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probably did not know) from which he took nearly every faft that 
had a dircdt bearing upon the professed subject of his traft, 
namely, "A Defcription of New-England.'* When the evidence 
is all before us, we shall see that his omission to mention this 
work was not an oversight, but was a deliberate fraud. The 
acknowledgment would have been fatal to the objeft he had in 
view in making the compilation. The impression he would make 
was, that his Grandfather had cffcfted all the creditable deeds that 
had been wrought in New-England. 

The impudence of his concluding paragraph (p. 46) is in har- 
mony with the audacity of his plagiarisms: — 

" Thus much I thought fit to publifh concerning Nirx-England^ beiidet the 
" relation of all my Grand-Fathers proceedings for the cflcAing of what he fo 
*^ long aim'd at, namely the fetling plantations in thofe parts, I have likewife 
" given a ver}- exad account of the Country, defcribed both the fcituation, the 
" temperature of the cliinate the fertility of the foilc, the nature and qualities 
" of the people, the traffick and commodities the Countr}- affordeth, in a more 
" cxa& and mcthodicall manner^ then hath hitherto been performed by all 
''others."*^ 



It will not be questioned, that the second traft was written, as 
it purports to be, by Sir Ferdinando Gorges. It is a valuable 
contribution to the history of Maine, and worthy of the place it 
occupies in the CollcAions of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety (xxvi.), and of the Maine Historical Society (ii.) It is 

> Mr. William Tudor (North American ** difficult to discover." He make* extended 

Review, ii. 291) gave an account of this quotations from it respe^ing New England, 

traA, in which he fell into some verv strange without being aware that what he copied 

errors. The title, which he quoted at length, was stolen from Womdtr-'Morkimg' Pravi* 

is not its proper title, but that of the third dctict, lie evidentlj had not in his pot- 

traA. He speaks of it as having two pref- session the entire compilation, nor had he 

ace«, one •* by the elder Gorges, as well as given the subject much attention. In the 

" another bjr his grandson ; but how much same volume, he noticed "Briefe Narration,** 

"of the work was vrritten by the former is and much in the tame wajr. • 
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the only portion of the entire compilation that is not stamped 
with fraud and misrepresentation. 

The traft was probably written shortly before his death, and 
some forty years after the more important events in the narration 
occurred. The Grandson says, in the preface of the first traft, 
that it " was left unfinilht.^ Sir Ferdinando's memorj- failed him 
on some points^ which have been more minutely described by 
other writers. One instance is the date of the death of Sir John 
Popham.* 

The whole titlepage of the tradt, however, I do not regard as 
genuine. He did not propose to himself to write " the Beginning, 
" Progrefs, and Continuance of the Plantations of New-England,'' 
as the term New-England was then used in Great Britain. He 
wrote simply about his unsuccessful attempts to settle his ** Prov- 
" ince of Mayne.'* He knew nothing about the successful plan- 
tations of New-England, and did not pretend to that knowledge. 
As an honest man (as his modern eulogists claim him to be, and 
which I am not disposed to question), he could not have written 
the concluding portion of the title prefixed to his tra^L He had 
been dead twelve years when his tradl was printed, and, as he left 
it unfinished, it is by no means clear that he gave it any title. 
That portion of the title which has been alluded to was evidently 
written with the design of making the titlepage conform to the 

> Gorget »ajs that when the Tetiel, the (page 9). The concurrent testimony of Pop- 

'* Mary and John,** Captain Davies (which ham*s biographers is that he died in June, 

tailed from Sagadahoc on the xsth of De- 1607, — Campbell sa\-» on the first day of the 

cember, 1607), arrived in England, **fo foon month, and Foss, on the tenth. It is prob- 

** as it came to the Lord cheife juflice hands, able that the order to send back supplicft 

** he gave out order to the Councell for fend- was given by his son. Stir Francis Popharo. 

** ing them back with fupplies neceflarj. . . . who, Gorges says (Briefe Narration, p. 10), 

** The fuppliet being furnilbed and all things " could not fo give it over, but continued to 

••ready onely attending for a faire wind, **fcnd thither feveral years after in hope of 

••which hapned not before the news of the '* better fortunes, but found it fruitlefs.** 
••chief juftioe death was pofted to them" 



\ 
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running-title, ** A Defcription of New-England,'* which is a pure 
fabrication. The running-titles of the first and second trails arc 
the same; they were printed at the same time, and from the same 
type, as certain peculiarities of the impression show.* 



I 



We are now to consider the third tradl, which is Jahnson^s 
Wondcr-'working Providence^ with the fabricated titlcpagc already 
quoted, and the following Preface:—* 

•« TO THE READER. 

^* I Thought it a part of vay duty, in this my briefe Narration of our Planta- 
"tions to remember the Originall Undertnking of thofe . dcfignes in the parts 
" of America, by fnch Noble Spirits of our Nation that firll attempted it, at 
" well for the juflification of the right thereof, properly belonging to Kings of 
*^ our Nation, before any other Prince or State, as alfo the better to cleare the 
" claimc made thereunto by the Embaffadour of France, in the behalfe of hit 
"Maflcr, in the yeare 1624. whereto I was required to make anfwer (as more 
** at large it appcarcs in the difcourfe it felfe, withall to leave to pofterit}' the 
*♦ particular wayes by which it hath beene brought to the height it is come unto, 
" wherein the providence of our Great GOD is efpecially to be obfer\ed, who 
** by the lead and weaked mcanes, oftentimes effedeth great and wonderfull 
4^* tilings ; all which I have endeavoured to contrad in as iliort a compalTe, at 
' the length of the time and the variety of the accidents would give leave, as for 
" the truth thereof, I prefimie it is fo publiquely known, as malice it felfe daret 
** not onely queflion it, though I know none, I thank my God to whom I have 
** given any juft caufe malitioufly to attempt it unlefle it be for the deiire I 

1 Mr. Rich, as has been mentioned, sup- pages of both trads, which identifies them 

poied that the first and second trat^^s, as they as being, in printers' language, " one |ob.* 

had different dates and separate paging, were As each form is worked, the other matter is 

printed separately. Tliis cannot be true. distributed; but the running-titles are al- 

The signatures of the fir^ttra^ run regularly lowed to remain on the imposing-stone in 

Into the second. In the running-title com- their same relative positions, in readincM 

mon to both, an odd old English w is found for the next form, 

in the "New England" on the signature * 
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** had to do good to all without wronging of any, as by the courfe of my life to 
** this prefent it may appear. 

" If in the conclufion of my undertaking and expcncc of my foiiuncs to 
" advance the honour and hnppinefTe of my Nation, I have fctlcd a portion 
" thereof to thofe that in nature mull fuccecd mc ; you may be plcafcd to re- 
** member that the Labourer is worthy of his hire. 

" That I have not exceeded others not better dcfening that I go hand in hand 
** with the meaned in this great w*orke, to whom the charge thereof was com* 
•* mitted by royall Authority. 

•* That I have opened the wa}* to greater imployments and fhalbe (as a hand 
** fet up in a erode way) in a dcfert Country to point all travellers in fuch like 
'* kind, how tliey may come fafe to dnifh their journeys end leaving an example 
'^ to others bed adcded to deiignes of fuch like nature to profccutc their intents 
" for further in largement of thofe begun Plantations, without trenching or in- 
** tniding upon the rights and labours of others already poirelTed, of what is 
•• judly granted them. 

" Efpecially of fuch, who in fome fort may be termed Bencfadlours as Sco 

** ondary donors of what (by Gods favour) is had, or to be had from thofe fprings 

•* they fird found and left to poderity to bath themfclves in, but if there be any, 

** othenyife adeAed, as better delighted to reap what they have not fown, or to 

" podcfs the fruit another hath laboured for, let fuch be adurcd, fo great injuAice 

** will never want a wofull attendance to follow clofe at the heelcs, if not d;iyed 

*• behind to bring ader a more terrible revenge ; But my trud is fuch, impiety 

** will not be fuddenly harboured where the whole work is I hope dill continued 

** for the enlargement of the Chridian faith, the fupport;ition of judice, and love 

** of peace, in adurance whereof, I will conclude and tell you (as I have lived 

*^ long) fo I have done what I could, let thofe that come ader me doe for their 

•• parts what they may, and I doubt not but tlie God that govemcs all, will 

** reward their labours that continuein his fer\'ice, to whom be Glory for ever, 

** Amen. 

Ferdikando Gorges.'* 

The Publishing Committee of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society supposed that this Preface belonged to Sir Ferdinando's 
" Briefe Narration," and had been misplaced in binding. In their 
reprint they therefore prefixed it to that tradt. The Publishing 
Committee of the Maine Historical Society have also prefixed it 
to their reprint, without a word of apology or explanation. 



\ 
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I beg to submit the opinion that both Committees have made a 
mistike; that this Preface belonged where thej' found it; and that 
it has no possible connection with "Briefe Narration,^ for the fol- 
lowing reasons: — 

1. No copy of the Trafts, in their original condition, has been 
found with this Preface so inserted. 

2. The arrangement of signatures will not admit of that order. 
The first tradt ends in the middle of signature H. The title-leaf 
of the second tradt and the first leaf of the text complete signa- 
ture H. On the second leaf of the text follows signature I. There 
is therefore no place for a Preface to " Bricfe Narration/' 

3. The stj'le of composition in the Preface is not that of Sir 
Ferdinando. Without referring to the style of " Briefe Narra- 
tion,'' — which may have been tampered with b}' his Grandson, — 
the letters he wrote to his shipmasters, the answers he made to 
the proceedings against him in Parliament, and especially his 
" Defence againft the Charge of having Betrayed the Earl of Ef- 
"fex,''* show that Sir Ferdinando WTote forcible and idiomatic 
English. The Preface is not English. It bears in every line 
traces of the maudlin intclledt and shallow duplicitj* of the Grand- 
son. If not written b}^ Ferdinando Gorges, Esquire, its author- 
ship must be ascribed to the Mrs. Gamp of that period. 

4. The subjeft-matter precludes the idea that it was written by 
Sir Ferdinando, unless we assume that he had as little regard for 
truth as we know his Grandson had. It speaks of " great and 
" wonderfull things affeaed in the providence of God.'' " Briefe 
Narration" mentions nothing of this kind; but is a mournful 
record of losses, disappointments, and disasters. Great and won- 
derful things were indeed, in the Providence of God, effefted in 
New-England, and Wonder-working Providence of Sions Saviour 

* Printed in Mr. Foltom's •• CaUlofpie chires relating to the Earlj Hi»t9rT of the 
of Original DocumenU in the English Ar- State of Maine,- 1S58, p. 118. 
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in Naih-England rtcordiS them. They occurred, however, in the 
Colony of Massachusetts Bay, and not in the puny settlements on 
the Sagadahoc and tlie Agamenticus, to which Sir Ferdinando^s 
narration exclusively relates. The allusions to " trenching or 
" intruding upon the rights and labors of others ''; of " reaping 
" what they had not fown "; of " poflcffing the fruit another hath 
" labored for ^; and the warning that "fo great injuftice will never 
"want a woeful attendance" and "terrible revenge," — indicate 
unmistakably the Svriter. In the lifetime of Sir Ferdinando, the 
question of jurisdiftion and encroachment had not arisen. 

5. "Briefe Narration" needed no preface: Wondcr-working 
Providence^ in its new relation, did. A counterfeit must have 
some resemblance to the genuine article, or it is no counterfeit 
The design was to convey to the reader the impression, or rather 
to strengthen the positive statement on the fabricated titlcpage, 
that Wonder^'woriifig Pivvideiice was written by Sir Ferdinando. 
This was done by mingling some fofts and expressions from his 
tradt with the tone of Puritan piety which pervades Johnson's 
book. It was a very crude and bungling scheme; but it was all 
its author was capable of. The wonder is that any person has 
been deceived by it 



The fourth traft requires no especial notice. It contains no 
allusion to New-England, and is a feeble epitome of Spanish con* 
quests in America. 



We now come to consider the motive and plan of Gorges in 
conco£iing this strange compilation. 

The private fortune of Sir Ferdinando was in a ruined condi- 
tion before his decease. I^he loss of some £20,000 in his attempts 
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to settle his " Province of Mayne ^ was but the beginriiing of his 
pecuniary misfortunes. When open hostilities broke out between 
the forces of the Long Parliament and of King Charles I., Gorges, 
an old man, threw himself and his fortune into the conflift He 
attended the king on his expedition to Scotland in 1641. He was 
in Prince Rupert's army at the siege of Bristol, in 1643; and, 
when that city was retaken in 1645 by the Parliamentary forces, 
he was imprisoned and his property sequestered." The Kingy >« 
his letter to the Massachusetts Colon}', June 11, 1665,* says he 
was " plundered and imprifoncd feveral times, and thereby dis- 
^ abled from any further expenfes in carrying on the faid planta- 
" tion." He died, it is supposed, in 1647, when the fortunes of 
his King and the cause to which he had committed himself were 
growing more and more desperate. We cannot withhold our 
pity for this old man, overwhelmed with misfortunes in his last 
days.' 



> See Gorges*s Petitions in Fol6om*s Doc- 
umentiK, pp. 33. 6i. Bc]knap*s Life of Gorges, 
Am. Biog. i. 3S9. 

J Col. Rec. iv. Pt. a, 244. 

' His mode of colonization was bad ; but 
I cannot believe that he was a bad man. 
His views as to the importance of planting 
English colonies in this western world were 
far in advance of the men of his time. If 
he engaged in the enterprise solely on the 
theory of a commercial speculation, it can 
be said in his behalf that it was the best 
theory which had then been developed. His 
error was, that, with his knowledge of men 
tnd of the world, he did not proje«5t a better 
one. His plan of colonizing with conviAs 
must be attributed to his copartner. Sir John 
Popham, and to the example of French ad- 
venturers. A military and a naval com- 
. mander, he had many of the qualities that 
adorn those noble professions. His convic- 
tions were strong and decided, «nd he hesi- 



tated not to aA upon them. He believed 
in royalty, and was ready to stake hit Itle 
in its defense. He was attached to the per^ 
son of Charles I., and, when more than sev- 
enty years of age, he was eager to 6ght for 
the King. The scandalous excesses of hit 
colonists in Maine he denounced in wither- 
ing terms before a Committee of Parliament. 
(See Briefc Narration, p. 28. Compare Fol- 
• som*s Docs. p. 68. Hutchinson's CoIleAiont, 

P- 424-) 

The following incident, which was much 
to his credit, is not mentioned by hit btof- 
rapher Belknap, nor by his recent *• Vindi- 
dicator,** Mr. John A. Poor. Charles 1., in 
1625, sent an English fleet to Dieppe, under 
the pretense on the part of Louit XIII., that 
he was to employ it against the Genoeae« 
who were then allies of Spain. \\*hile the 
fleet was lying in the French port, a sus- 
picion arose among the sailors that their 
•erx'icet were to be employed against the 
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Of his eldest son and heir, John Gorges, we know but little. 
He probably died soon after the death of his father; and his son 
Ferdinando came into possession of all the title the Grandfather 
had in a vast traft of wild territory in Maine. All attempts of 
Gorges the elder, when he had capital and. influence, to settle 
and improve this territor}^ had resulted in disaster. Gorges the 
younger had neither capital, influence, nor brains for such an 
undertaking. All he could do was to complain that Massachu- 
setts had encroached on his Grandfather^s patent, and demand 
remuneration for the said trespass. The Massachusetts Govern- 
ment stoutly denied the justice of the claim (on grounds which 
will be stated hereafter), and refused compensation. For ten years 
subsequent to the death of his Grandfather, there was no one to 
listen to his whine for remuneration but cowed exiles and royal- 
ists. Oliver Cromwell was Protestor of the Massachusetts Col- 
ony, as well as of England. Gorges, in those weary j'cars, had no 
consolation but a hope of seeing an end of the Puritan Common- 
wealth and a restoration of the Stuarts. Meanwhile, the uoniinal 



Huguenots ftt Rochclle. The sailors remon- expedition was abandoned. (Rufhwortb'i 
strated to Pennington, the commander, and CollctHions, i* 175 ; Hume, chap. 50.) 
declared that the^* had rather be hanged in Low cunning and deception, the lead- 
England, for disobedience to orders, than ing traits in the charathcr of his dcf^ccndant, 
fight their brother Protestants in France. seemed to have been his es^pecial detestation. 
The fleet returned to England; and it was Judge Sullivan (Distrid of Maine, pp-73f 
sent back to France, with a fal^ rumor that 237) has a diflcrent ef^timate of the charadcr 
peace had been concluded with the Hugue- of Gorges. He considers him '* a man of 
nots, and with positive orders to »erve under " great ambition, very avaricious, \cry dc»- 
the French King. Pennington put his flag- " potic, and never considered a man of in- 
ship under French control ; the other com- «• icgritv.'* Mr. E. C. BencdivH, of New York 
roanderSy with reluAance, surrendered in (The Beginning of America : a Discoun«, 
like manner; but Sir Ferdinando Gorges Nov. 17, 1S63), says, "If there was even 
came awaj with his ship, the Ncftmme^ and *' man of pretension, a favorite and a para- 
returned again to England, where his con- '* site of a powerful monarch, who wa« 
du^ was applauded bjr the people and bj "alwa^^ unsuccessful, that man was Sir 
the House of Commons. A general deser> *' Ferdinando Gorges. Whatever lie U>ucM 
lion of oflloert and satloirt followed, and the *' failed ** (p. 35). 
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proprietor of the largest traft of land claimed by any subject in 
the British realm, was a needy expc6lant, a seedy gentleman, as 
unscrupulous and tricky as he was necessitous.^ 

On the third day of September, 1658, Oliver Cromwell died. 
Richard Cromwell was but the shadow of his father's name. It 
needed no prophet^s ken to see that the da^'s of the Common- 
wealth were numbered. Gorges's time had now come. He 
proceeded without delay to prepare his case. So far as Charles 
11. was concerned, it was sufficient to plead, on the one hand, the 
services and losses of his Grandfather in the defense of Charles I.; 
and, on the other hand, that the Massachusetts colonists were 
Puritans, and offered a shelter to the regicides of " the Blessed 
MartAT." The King's counsellors, however, and perhaps a com- 
mittee of Parliament, might be more inquisitive, and wish to 
know what the Gorges family had done for the New-England 
plantations. A "Memorial Volume '' must therefore be prepared, 
which should be "A Vindication of the Claims of Sir Ferdinando 
"Gorges, as the Father of English Colonization in America.'* 
The " Gorges Tra6ls " — the " Popham Memorial " of two cen- 
turies ago — was the result; and Ferdinando Gorges, Esquire, 
was its author. 

The construAion of this volume is a curiosity in book-making. 
He found among the papers of his Grandfather a " Briefe Narra- 
tion'' of disastrous attempts to settle his " Province of Mayne.** 
This must have a place in the collection, as it will show one part 
of his case, that his Grandfather had met with great losses. But 
I the more important faft that the family was connected with the 
• successes in New-England, — how was this to be shown? Here, 
■ surely, a difficulty presented itself. Gorges had never been in 
New-England, and knew nothing of Massachusetts Bay, the largest 

; ' Judge Sullivan tajrt (p. 383), '* Gorget wat a man of no resolution, and wat exceed- 
ingly necewitoua." 
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and most flourishing colony. By some means, which we arc not 
able to trace, and which are not essential for our present inquiry, 
he found a volume with the quaint title of Wondcr-working Pravi^ 
dencey giving precisely the information he needed; but advocating 
views of ecclesiastical polity, and expressed in a style of Puritan 
sanftity, utterly inconsistent with the opinions and style of his 
Grandfather, and of his own. Necessity, however, knows no law; 
and men of his stamp never haggle with consistency. He looks 
up the publisher, and finds that Mr. Nathaniel Brooke, in his shop 
at the Angel in Cornhill, has a quantity of the sheets of this book 
still unsold. We can readily imagine the publisher as not un- 
willing to dispose of his old stock on favorable terms. The pub- 
lisher, when the plan of the new compilation was explained to 
him, might have become a partner in the transa6tion. It is not 
necessary to assume that the publisher engaged in it with fraudu- 
lent intentions. The author of the book was unknown in England. 
For five years it had been before the public, and no one had 
claimed it A statement from Gorges, that his Grandfather ^vas 
the author, would not have appeared to the publisher as improba- 
ble. Publishers at the present day know but little of the books 
they print They probably knew less then. Besides, Mr. Nathaniel 
Brooke, as will be seen by his list appended to Wondcr-workin^ 
Providence^ was a publisher of works chiefly on astrology, necro- 
mancy, and similar topics. Nothing, therefore, in the line of 
absurdi^, would raise a doubt in his mind. 

A new Titlepage, ascribing the authorship to the Grandfather, 
and a new Preface to match, are all that is needed for a basis of 
operations. Two tradls are now provided for. To give greater 
varie^, and to show his own paces in historical composition. 
Gorges prepares two others, — one on New-England, the main 
fa€ts of which he takes from Johnson, for the first tra£t; and one 
on Spanish America, for the fourth. Now for the printing. 
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More than half the matter is already in print. The other tra^ 
he puts in type, imitating, as nearly as he can, the printed page of 
Wonder-working Providaue. He counts the lines on a full page 
of the latter: they are thirty-eight. His new matter he makes 
thirty-eight lines to a page. The width of the page is also copied 
accurately. The running-titles of the first and second trafts are 
made to correspond to the subjc6l-matter of the third. And yet 
he would give the impression that the several parts were not 
printed at the same time; and so he dates them 1659 and 1658.^ 

Gorges was not so stupid as to overlook the bald anachronism 
involved in his plan ; namely, that his Grandfather, who died in 
1647, was the writer of a narrative describing cvente which 
occurred in the Massachusetts Colony as late as 1651. This 
he provided for in his fabricated titlepage, thus: "Written by 
"Sir Ferdinando Gorges Knight, and Governour of the Fort 
"and Ifland of Plimouth in Dcvonfliire, one of the firft and 
"cheifeft promoters of thofe Plantations. Publiflit fince his 
"deceafe, by his Grandchild Ferdinando Gorges Efquire, who 
" hath much enlarged it and added feveral accurate De/criptions 
" of his owneP The last thirty-three pages, therefore, poetry, 
piety, and history, he wrote himself I 



The agency of Ferdinando Gorges, Esquire, in this surreptitious 
use of Wonder-working Providence^ has been denied. The name 

1 The Printer't name, •' E. Brudenell,** is " Efq. to the Privj CouncU — Being about 

omitted on the first titlepage, but it given " to make a voyage to New England, tolictts 

on the fecond and third, llie fourth traA <' permiffion to Ihtp three or four pieces of 

purports to be printed by " T. J." Brudenell •* ordnance, alfo 200 £ in money, fcc" The 

it probably the person thus mentioned in name dpes not appear in the Massachusetts 

Foltom*s *'DocumenUon Maine," page 3 : » Records, and it is probable that he did nvt 
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"(1630?} PeUUonofEdmondBrudeneU, 
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of the Gorges family, having rested under "a cloud of obloquy''* 
for more than two centuries, has in these latter days bloomed 
forth with unwonted splendor and fragrance on the shores of 
Maine. 

The Maine Historical Society is committed to the theory that 
**the great event of American history^* took place August 19, 
O. S., 1607, when a company of one hundred and twenty per- 
sons, chiefly convifts, were landed on the peninsula of Sabino, at 
the mouth of the Sagadahoc (now Kennebec) River, more than 
half of whom returned to England the next December, and the 
remainder the following Spring,' 

Every historical writer of Maine, whether remaining on the 
old homestead, or gracing the literary circles of metropolitan 
centers, is expected to, and many of them do, defend this new 
theory. Are not all their speeches and letters preserved in the 
^ Memorial Volume of the Popham Celebration of August 29, 
1862''? 

Mr. George Folsom, of New York, the accomplished historian, 
who, as Publishing Committee, wrote, in 1847, the " Preliminary 
"Notice" to the reprint of Sir Ferdinando's ** Briefe Narration'' 
in the Maine Historical Society's Colleftions, considers it "the 
" most plausible conjecture ^ that the publisher was the real 

1 Poor's Vindicntion of Gorges, p. 86. " the cradle of her own infancj." (Ideim 

< Opening sentence of the formal Oration p. 15a.) 
at tlte Popiiam Celebration, August 39, iS6a. The views I entertain re«peAing this 

(Popham Memorial, p. 57.) theory will be found in the Bos/cm Jhiihf 

» It has been discovered that the Pljrm- Adx^riiser of April 11, and May 3^1, 1S66. 

outh settlement was an insignificant affair, These articles, with the replies they elicited 

*' as a political event, not of the slightest from Rev. Edward Ballard, D.D., of Brunt- 

*< consequence or importance." (Pbor*sViii- wick. Me., Messrs. Wiggin and Lunt, of 

dication, p. 7a.) It was simply " a nursling Boston, have reprinted in a pamphlet, en- 

•*of Maine.** (Popham Memorial, p. 149.) titled "The Popham Colon; ; a Discu«.».ioo 

" Massachusetts, even, may look back with "of iU Historical Claims. With a Bi^ 

"gratitude, as she beholds the fostering hand "liography^ of the Subjea." 1866. 8^1 

*«of Maine, m an elder sister, watching al 7a pp. 
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culprit "Yet some historical writers,^ he adds, "have not 
"hesitated to make this matter a subjcft of reproach to the 
"younger Gorges, as if the deception had been practised by 
" his cigency, of which there is not the slightest evidence." * 

Mr. Folsom proceeds: "For all that is now known, the decep- 
" tion, when it came to his knowledge, may have been denounced 
" by him in proper terms." 

This mode of defense is as convenient as it is comprehensive; 
and, if admitted, will cover most of the literary and historical 
peccadilloes ever committed. It would be quite consistent with 
the charaflcr of Gorges to make such a denunciation; and, if one 
could be found, it would not add to his disgrace. 

" At all events," Mr. Folsom concludes, " so far as appears 
"from the occasional notices of this gentleman, especially in 
"resppft to the maintenance of his hereditary right against the 
" claims of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, he bore a highly 
"honorable chara6lcr, and acquitted himself in that controversy 
"with firmness and independence." 

The connexion between firmness and independence, and com- 
mon honesty, — for that is the subjeft now under consideration, — 
is not quite apparent Mr. Folsom's opinion, on any historical 
question that he had carefully examined, is entitled to much rc- 

1 As Mr. Prince, Mr. Rich, and the Pub- " Troubles," &c., saj-t, '* Johnson's If >»i/rr- 

Kshing Committee of the MassachuseUt ** vcorhiug Provideuce appears to have been 

Historical Society, have noticed the decep- " taken bjr Sir Pcrdinando Gorges the 

tion, but have not fixed the charge upon '* rounger, who, bv canceling the titlepage 

Gorges, perhaps Mr. Folsom had in mind ** and substituting one with his own name 

Temaux, the French bibliographer of earljr " as author, imposed on the public** 
books on America, who in his ** Biblioth^que Mr. Drake, in this statement, hat faUen 

Am^ricaine,** Paris, I S37, says, ''Unegrandc into two errors. Gorget the younger had 

** partie de ce livre n*est que la r^impression no right to, and did not claim, the tiUe of 

^'d'ouvrages dcj^ publics que Tauteur s*ett knighthood. Neither did he put ''hit 



•ppropries a\'ec une rare impudence.** *' name as author,** upon the titlepage, other- 

Mr. S. Q. Drake also, in a note on page wise than as eulargiHg what had been writ* 
188 of his reprint of Mather's " Relation of ten bj his ancestor. 
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spe6t; but, as a son of Maine, he has, I apprehend, been led into 
this superficial defense by his rcspeft for the name of Gorges, and 
his sympathy with opinions then held by the Maine Historical 
Society.* 

Mr. Folsom's valuable "Catalogue of Original Documents'* 
will furnish him with ample material for estimating the moral 
qualities of this person. I have noted several points to which I 
might call his attention. Reference to a single page only must 
suffice. 

On page 22 is a petition of Gorges, in the year 1675, to King 
Charles II., for the King's enforcement of his claim against the 
Massachusetts Colony; in which he says " that the faid Sir Fcrdi- 
" nando Gorges did expend upwards of £30,000 ^' in his attempts 
to settle Maine, — which is £10,000 higher than Sir Ferdinando, 
or any other person has stated it. 

Again, Gorges says ** that the Maffachufctts have endeavoured 
** to enter into terms with petitioner, that he has been offered 
^^ vtany thou/and pounds for his intcreft in the province, but has 
" firmly refufed the fame, having promifed neither to fell or 
" alienate the fame without the Confent of the King.^ 

It is idle to claim moral rectitude for a person who could put 
on record such an unmitigated falsehood as th<it the Massachu- 
setts Colony had offered Gorges many thousand pounds for his 
interest in the province of Maine. If he had such an offer, why 
did he not accept it, instead of waiting two y^ears, and then ac« 



1 The Popham theorjr far exceUcmce^ in " the Kennebec colonists, whose resouitci 

1847, was not invented. Mr. Folsom, in a '* were so much superior, a more gratefsl 

Discourse, September 6, 1846 (Maine Hist " task might have awaited the pen that 

Coll. ii. 31}, speaking of the Popham settle- '* should relate the stor^ of this enterprif&* 

ment, sajrs, ** How superior was the spirit It appears in Popham Memorial, p. 3591 that 

** exhibited twelve jears aAer by the Pilgrim Mr. FoUom accepts th^ new claims of the 

** emigrants at Plymouth I Had a tithe of Maine Historical Societj. 
^ their energy and resolute spirit animated 
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cepting £1250 from the same party? The precise sum which 
the Massachusetts Government had offered Gorges was £500.* 
This offer was made for the purpose of ending an irritating con- 
troversy, which was endangering their charter, and their amicable 
relations with the crown; for the King had recognized the claim 
of Gorges, and was determined that he should receive compensa- 
tion, or that Massachusetts should abandon the territory.* 

The King, it appears, had intended to buy the Mason and 
Gorges claims himself, for the purpose of setting up a Duke- 
dom on the territory, now New Hampshire and Maine, for his 
illegitimate son, the Duke of Monmouth.' Gorges's motive in 
falsely stating that he had an offer of many thousand pounds from 
the Massachusetts Colony was evidently to obtain better terms 
from the King^ 

His promise to royalty itself was, like his word or statement in 
every other matter, worthless. He had " promifed,^ he said in 
his petition, " neither to fell or alienate the fame without the Con- 
" fent of the King;^ and forthwith he sold out to an agent of the 
Massachusetts Colony, without the consent, or even knowledge, 
of the King. When, more than a year after the deeds had passed, 
the King heard of the transa6lion, his Majesty was highly indig- 
nant; and he wrote a sharp letter to Boston, denouncing the sale 
as illegal, and requiring that it be canceled on the repayment of 
the purchase-money.* 

The King, at the time, had not the ready money to refund the 
£1250; and, soon after, he was prevailed upon by the Duke of 
York to disgrace Monmouth. Hence the extindtion of the claims 
of Fcrdinando Gorges, Esquire, against the Massachusetts Colony 

> See Got. Leverett't Letter to Major » Chalmert*s Political Annalt, p. 484. 

Thompson, in llutchinton*! CoUeaiont, < Sec the King** Letter in Hutchinson's 

P*^- Colleaiont, p. 531, and the Replj in Cd. 

» Col. Rec Ir. PL a, 345. Rec, ▼. 288. 
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was not disturbed; and that absurd and mendacious person disap- 
peared from the stage of history. His book, however, remained, 
to be an enigma to bibliographers and antiquaries. 



Sketch of the Life of Edward Johnson.' 

CAPTAIN EDWARD JOHNSON was born in i599-« Before 
emigrating to New-England, he resided in the Parish of 
Heme' Hill, near Canterbury, County of Kent, England. In 



1 The following notices of Captain John- 
ton have appeared in print : ^ 

Rev. Joseph Chickering, in a Discourse 
preached at the dedication of the meeting- 
house in Woborn,June 2S. 1809, and printed 
the same jear, gave a brief sketch of '* the 
Father of the town," a page of which was 
reprinted in the Massachusetts Historical 
Colle^ions, xii. 95. 

Mr. John Farmer published a notice of 
half a column in the Coin tub iam Ccuttttet 
of June 16, 1819* which he subscquentljr 
inserted, with a few alterations, in Farmer 
and Moore*t Kew-liampshire Colledtiont 
(i. 353), where it occupies a little more than 
three pages. 

Mr. Farmer fell into the strange mistake 
of confounding Captain Johnson with Isaac 
Johnson, and made the former one of tlie 
founders of the church in Charlestown in 
i6j3. Captain Johnson was not in New- 
England at that time. Neither of the above 
writers were aware that he returned to £ng* 
land soon after he came over with Winthrop*t 
oompanj, and wmt absent ncarlj five jcars. 



Allcn*s American Biographical DiAion- 
ary of 1S09 gave him seven lines. The third 
edition, 1S57. gave him ncarlv half a pa^e. 

£liot*s Biographical Di<^ionarv of tlw 
First Settler* of New-England, 1S09. made 
no mention of him ; but, bv wa v of com- 
pensation, gave more than a page of culo^^r 
to the perM>n who stole his WoMdcr-zvorkiMg 
Prci'idrmce. 

Mr. Savage has a brief biographical note 
on Johnson, in Winthrop, i. S4, containing 
but few fa<5ls not given by Chickering and 
Farmer, and those few marred bv several 
errors. 

s In two instances he gave his aj;e in 
testimony in court. In the Middlc»cx Coiut 
Files it ap))ears that June 31, 1664, he was 
** about 64;** and again, August S, 166$, he 
was 69. His wife on these occasions ga^t 
her age as ** about 66** and ** about 71.** 

• Tlie orthography of this name is vari- 
ous. Johnson, in his Will, wrote it //rrri«« 
and Hcr^m* Otlier writers made it Utiru^ 
Jitirue^ and licrmt. The Parish is six mite 
west of north from Canterbury. That Joh» 
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England he was possessed of a comfortable estate, consisting of a 
farm and two other pieces of property, which he held during his 
lifetime, and in his Will bequeathed them to six of his grand- 
children.* 

The honorable title of "Mr.," prefixed to his name in the 
earliest records of the colony,* shows that he was then considered 
a person of property' and influence. A curious instance of the 



son lived at or near a cathedral town mig^ht 
be inferred from Iiis knowled|;e of the vari- 
ous oflTicinls conneAed with the full cnthe* 
dral scr\-ice. See hU enumeration of them 
on page 24. 

The designation llcrtfc iiili was prob- 
ably used to di»>tinguish the parish now 
called Heme from llerne Bav, which it 
a thriving watering-place on the shore 
of the German Ocean, a mile and three- 
quarters north of the village. Tlie ** British 
Gazetteer •* savs : — 

"Hie village is distinguished bv most 
"of the charaAcristics of rustic beautv, 
•* quietude and repose. The church, which 
"stands at the southern extremitj* of the 
** place, is a ver^* ancient struAure, spaciou* 
" and handsome, having a nave, side aisles, 
"three chapels, and six stalls, with a re- 
"markablv imposing screen. In the inte- 
" rior there are general escutcheons of arms, 
" »«veral old monumental records, a number 
" of thojie delights of the antiquary*, memo- 
" rial brasses, and an antique font. Ridlev, 
"Bishop of London, who was burned at 
"Oxford in 1555, ^a* collated with this 
••living in 1538 b^ Archbishop Cranmcr.- 
l His Will, from the Middlesex Records* 
i» printed entire at the end of this sketch. 
« Col. Rec. i. 79, 366. 
' Mr. Chickering (p. 25) »ay«, " It ap- 
•* pears that Capt Johnson was not rich, 
" as in the town [of Woburn] tax made 
"just before his death, hit part wat lett 



'* than the average part of all the Inhabl* 
" tanU." 

This IS not a correA statement. Through 
the kindness of Mr. Nathan Wvman, the 
present Town Clerk of Woburn, I haire 
had an opportunitjr of examining the Wo-> 
burn Records. There are but three littt of 
taxes there recorded previout to Captain 
Johnson's death; namelj*, in 1645, *^^ i^fft* 
and in 1666. In the first litt, fortj-iive per- 
sont were taxed, and Capt. Johnton't rate 
was the highest except one. In the second, 
fortv-six pcnK>ns were taxed, and three rates 
onl^* exceeded his. In the third, seventy^ 
eight persons were taxed, and nineteen ratee 
only exceeded his. In his Will, he speaks 
of having " difpofed [of land] in mv lifetime 
" to mv fona." This probably took place 
before the tax-list of 1666 was made, and the 
land was taxed in their names. Mr. Chick- 
ering had not seen his Will ; and, knowing 
that he had devoted thirty years of his life 
to public ser\*ice, in positions that afforded 
little or no pecuniary recompense, inferred 
that he was a poor man. 

Before he made the settlement of Woburn, 
he was the proprietor of considerable land 
in Charlestown. He owned a large XxwA on 
*' Mystic side ** (now Maiden) ; and he held 
five shares in the " Stinted Common ** {nam 
Somer>'ille), where the Charlestown land* 
holders pastured their milch cows and work- 
ing cattle. The largest number of rights 
any one had was ten and three-fourlhs; and 
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importance our fathers attached to the prefix of " Mr.^ is found 
in the Massachusetts Records for September, i63i. 

** It it ordered, that Jofias Plaflowc (hall (for (lealeing 4 balketts of come 
^* from the Indians) retume them S baiketts again, be lined V 1, & hereafter to 
** be called by tlie name of Jofias, & not M% as formerly hee \-fed to be, & that 
** Willm Buckland & Tho. Andrcwe flialbe whipped for being acceflary to the 
*• fame offence.'* (Col. Rec. i. 93.) 

With regard to his occupation in England, he made the state- 
ment to the agents of the " Commiflion for Regulating Foreign 
** Plantations," when he embarked from England with his family 
in 1636, that he was a ** joiner*''* 

The first impression is that this statement was an evasion. The 
English hierarchy had become alarmed at the immense number 
of emigrants who were coming to Massachusetts Baj-, and espe- 
cially at the superior quality of the persons emigrating, and their 
a6b of nonconformity when they arrived. This Commission, at 
the head of which was Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, had 
been appointed two years before,' and proved an annoyance rather 
than an absolute hinderance to emigration. Ships read}' to sail 
were repeatedly detained, and individuals were prevented for a 
time from leaving England; but in the end they generally con- 
r trived to escape.' In 1638 twenty vessels arrived at Boston with 
three thousand p«issengers. No one above the rank of mech«inic 
or serving-man was allowed to depart without special leave of the 
commission. Some of the best of our New-England fathers 
evaded these arbitrary regulations, by suppressing or misstating 

the smallettt half a right (Frothingham*t himself almost exclusively to public mal- 

Historj of Charlestown, p. 66.) Mr. Froth* tert. 

ingham informs me that few persons had > Mass. Hist Coll. xxviii. p. 276. 

more than one or two rights. From these ' The commission, dated April 34, i6}f 

fads, taken in connexion with his property is in Hutchinson's Mass. i. App. No. ir. 
an England, I infer that he was in easy cir> ' Bancrod, Hist of United States, i. 4^^ \ 

cumstancesy and was thus enabled to devote N. £. Hist and Gen. Reg. viii. 138. 
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their real occupation and social condition. Mr. Thomas Shep- 
ard, the first minister of Cambridge, embarked under the assumed 
name of his brother, as "John Shepard, hulbandman.'* * His 
brother Samuel assumed to be the servant of Mr. Roger Harla- 
kcnden.* Captain Johnson's frequent and pungent allusions to 
the English hierarchy and to the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
particular, indicate that his respeft and affe£iion for those eccle- 
siastical potentates were not of so exalted a nature that he would 
covet their examination into his personal concerns, if an evasion 
could save him from the ordeal. After his arrival in New-Eng- 
land, it is clear that he did not engage in "joining'* or any other 
mechanical occupation. 

It is probable, however, that the occupation he gave to the 
commissioners, if an evasion, was not a misstatement From 
the fadb that several of his sons and grandsons were shipwrights 
and carpenters,' I am inclined to the opinion that, at some time 
in his life, he had been a shipbuilder. This occupation he could 
have carried on at Hcrne Ba3\ From his landed estates in Eng- 
land, it is evident that at the time of his emigration he was a 
thrifty farmer. It will appear also, as we proceed, that he was 
a trader,* and was imbued with a keen relish for adventure. 

Captain Johnson had evidently in England given considerable 

1 Mass. Hiit. Coll. xxviii. 36S. Young's recorded in Middlecex Registry In 165a (tiL 

Chron. of Mass. p. 26a i8)» he is described as shipwright; and ia 

s Idem. 26S; Young, 544. another deed (It. 313), he it described as 

' His eldest son Edward describes him* carpenter. Major Willijim*t son William 

•elf in his will as ** of Charleaown, ihip- was also a shipwright at Charlestown. For 

*^ Wright** His youngest son, Matthew, several of these items, I am indebted to Rer. 

was doubtless a carpenter, as the Woburn Samuel Sewall, of Burlington, Mass., who 

Records contain two accounts of his, for has in preparation a history of the town of 

carpenter's work upon the 'meeting-house Woburn. 

and the parsonage. His fourth son, John, < No New-England writer was to obter- 

was a millwright. His third son. Major vant as he of the busineta features and 

William, appears in early life to have fol- expenses of the enterprise, or recorded to 

Icm-ed the family occupation. In a deed many of these aUtistica. ' 
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attention to military matters, and there acquired the rank by 
which he has since been kno\vn. If he had not emigrated to 
New-England, he would doubtless have been one of Oliver's 
sturdy fighting-men, and perhaps an officer of note. Soon after 
his second arrival, we find his name in the Charlcstown Records 
with the prefix of Captain^ a title of honor which in those days 
was not given at random. He gathered and drilled a squad of 
militia at Woburn, soon after its settlement; and he always held 
a command in the militia of the Colony. His name scarcely ever 
appears in the Massachusetts Records without his military title. 
When, in 1643, he became a Deputy to tlie General Court, he 
was placed on nearly every military committee; and he was often 
sent out on expeditions to treat with or overawe the Indians, and 
to deal with troublesome neighbor^. His expedition to arrest 
Gorton was made on the September following his clc6tion to the 
General Court. 

On military committees, he was intrusted with the most extraor- 
dinary powers, which indicate the confidence reposed in his 
judgment in these matters. One of tliose committees was au- 
thorized' to inspeft all fortifications; to levy fines oft towns for 
neglcfting to complete their works ; to collcft arrearages, fines, 
and penalties of the inhabitants by distress or otherwise; to draw 
on the Treasurer of the Colony for as much money as will fully 
answer the committee's demands, whose receipt was the Treas- 
urer's discharge for so much. Such powers as these were not 
a temporary expedient, but were continued in his hands, and 
those of his associates, from year to year. That he did not attain 
to high military rank in the Colony was doubtless owing to that 
singular modesty of his which is apparent in all he undertook. 

Captain Johnson, early in April, 1630, without his family, em- 
barked at Southampton for New-England, in one of the vessels 

> CoL Rec ii. 197-a. 
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of the fleet which brought Governor Winthrop and his company 
to Massachusetts Bay. The "Eagle,'' afterwards called the "Ar- 
bella," is the only ship he mentions by name, and this he mentions 
four times. The "Arbella** was the flag-ship, or " admiral,** as 
Winthrop calls it, and conveyed the Governor, the members of 
his suit, and other prominent persons. Winthrop (p. 6) and 
Johnson (p. 30) describe in similar terms the excitement on board 
ship at meeting, and the preparations made to fight, what was 
supposed to be several Dunkirk men-of-war, but which, on com- 
ing into close qu«irters, proved to be friendly merchant vessels. 
It is probable that Johnson came in the " Arbella." 

Several very plausible obje6lions may be urged against the 
statement that Captain Johnson came over with Winthrop's com- 
pany in 1630, — such as the following: How can it be reconciled, 
that, coming over in 1630, he connc6led himself with no church 
in the colony; obtained no residence; and took no part in the 
political or ecclesiastical movements of the day, of which 
the fullest details have been presented ? He was a man of 
marked ability, of considerable propert}^, of deep religious char- 
after, a Puritan of the Puritans, and one who took a leading 
position wherever he was. It will not be questioned but that he 
came over with his family in 1636, and settled in Charlestown. 
From that moment to the day of his death, we never lose sight 
of him. The Records of Charlestown, of Woburn, and of the 
Colony are filled with his name and his deeds. How is it that 
we know so little of him before 1636, and so much of him after 
that date? Mr. Farmer* says, " In 1630 he came to Charlestown, 
" where he resided about ten years.'' There is no evidence that 
he came to Charlestown in 1630 and took up his residence; and, 
As to the rest of the statement, Mr. Farmer was certainly in error. 
Mr. Savage supposes that he came over in 1630 to look up a 

1 Kew-Hamp. Hitt Coll. i. 252. 

i 
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'^placc for a permanent settlement, with the intention of returning 
to England for his family. This might partially account for his 
not conne£ting himself with any church, and for his not taking 
a leading part in political and religious matters. But the difli- 
culty still remains. It does not appear tliat he took any land at 
Charlestown, or elsewhere, or sclefted a place of residence. 
We do not know when he returned to England. But on the 
supposition that he did seledl a place of residence, and prepare 
a home for his family, and soon return to England, how arc we 
to account for his long years of absence? A man of his irre- 
pressible adlivity and stern principles could not have been idle 
during those five years. He could have scr\^ed the Colony in 
Old England perhaps better than in the New, by adling as agent 
in promoting emigration, by imparting information, and allaying 
existing prejudice against the Colony, or in purchasing and for- 
warding merchandise. If he had performed any of these .i6ls, his 
name would have appeared in the narratives and correspondence 
of that period. I have made a careful search, and find no trace 
of him in those papers. 

Captain Johnson in his book nowhere states that he came over 
in 1630. On p. 34, under date of 1630, he says, " This Author 
" came in a foggy morning,^ &c. It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that he wrote some twenty 3*ears later than 1630, and that 
the dates in the headings cannot be relied upon as the time 
when the events described took place. Besides, he is speaking 
here of what he had more fully narrated on p. 31, the number 
of vessels which had arrived in New-England from 1628 to 1643. 
May not, then, the author have alluded to his arrival in 1636? 

Is it quite certain that the person who expressed, October 19, 
1630, a wish to be made freeman,* and was made fi-eeman May 
31, 1631,* was the author of Wonder-working Provtdencet Four 

1 Col. Rec. i. 79. t Idem. i. 166. 
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persons of this pame appear to be mentioned in the Colonial 
Records, as follows: — 
!• Edward Johnson, admitted as above. 

2. Edward Johnson, who (if the following record is correal) 
was deceased July i, 1634. 

" Willm Almy is fynetl x' for not appcarcing att the lad Court, being fumond, 
•* & is inioyned to bring to the nexte Court an inventory of the goods hee receaved 
" of Edw : Johnfons [cftatc], ducly prized by indiflercnt men.** (Col. Rec. 
i. issO 

3. Edward Johnson, admitted freeman May 2, 1638. (Idem. 

5.374) 

4. Edward Johnson, admitted freeman November 22, 1652. 

(Idem- iv. Pt I, 129.) 

I think there can be no doubt that the person first on the list 
was the subjcA of this sketch. The other persons named we arc 
able to identify. The second Edward Johnson was not deceased 
in 1634, as the record would seem to imply, and as the index- 
maker expressly asserts. He was alive at that time, and lived 
many years later. He was the same person who was admitted 
freeman in 1631. The mistake has arisen from the interpolation 
into the printed record of a final s to the name, which is not in 
the original manuscript.* 

' For some months this intrusive letter came to America, the business in which he 

gave me a deal of trouble. From evidence was engaged, and the reason of our know^ 

that will hereafter appear, I was convinced ing so little of his first visit As the record 

that the person referred to was our author, stood, it was a refereiice to one deceased, 

who was at that time in England; and that. On inquiring of several of mv friends more 

when in New-England on his first visit, he skilled than myself in the early recordt, 

had committed to William Almj certain whether the pastiage would not admit of mjr 

property which had not been accounted for. interpretation, the most encouraging repljr 

If this point could be made to appear, it I could get was, ** It is possible, but not 

would furnish strong corroborating tcsti- probable." All that was needed to sustain 

monjr as to the objeA for which he first my theory was to dispose of the final *. A 
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The third Edward Johnson was the eldest son of the first 
Edward.* The fourth Edward Johnson never resided in the M.-^- 
sachusetts Colony proper. He was admitted at Kittery, and was 
a resident of York. He was made a justice of the peace, in the 
Gorges interest, in 1665, by Carr, Cartwright, and Maverick, 
the King^s Commissioners.* 

The minute and pathetic description Captain Johnson gives 
(pp. 25, 26, 27) of the parting of relatives at Southampton, in- 
dicates that he was a party in that leave-taking. What he says 
of " Hulbands and Wives with mutuall confent are now purpofcd 
" to part for a time 900 Leagues afunder, fmce fome providence 
" at present will not fufler them to goe together,'' was his own 
case. He embarked on his second voyage from Sandwich. 



coUation of the printed text with the original 
record was the next step. This comparison, 
made several times before in other difficult 
passa^ety had served to heighten my admi- 
ration of the extreme accuracy of the printed 
records. 

I called at the Office of the Secretary of 
State, and to my friend, Mr. David Pulsifcr, 
who copied the original records for the press, 
stated my case ; and asked if he could aid 
me in disposing of that annoying letter. He 
kindly offered his ser^'ices, and brought 
out the original record. We found no t 
there. One had been inserted, but It was 
stricken out at the time of the original 
entry; for the ink was of a very peculiar 
color, and the erasure was of prccit^ly the 
color and tone of the entry. Mr. Pulslfer, 
somewhat disturbed at this discovery, said, 
*' Is it possible that / put in that t / ** The 
manuscript, from which the text was set up, 
was in his possession. It was brought out, 
and there was no t in the copy. I mention 
these circumstances only as a curious illus> 
tration of the fadi, so much lamented by 



authors and editors, that no care nor dili- 
gence in proof-reading can provide a^^ainrt 
errors in the bcul-rcgulaled print in^-oflicc. 

* It may seem tilrange that a person bom 
in 1599 could have had a son old cnotigh in 
163S to be made freeman. The ori;;inal 
praciice in tlie Colony wag not to admit pe^ 
sons as freemen under the age of twcntr- 
one years. On the 4th of March, i634-5« 
tlie rule was modified, as follows: — 

** It is ordered, that the ffrcemcns oath 
" Ihalbe g^-x-cn to euy man of or above the 
" age of 16 yeares, the daufe for elcccon d 
" magillrates onely excepted." (Col. Ret 

»• I39-) 

Captain Johnson was therefore probabhr 
married when he was about twenty-one }•€»'» 
of age. 

« Williamson's Maine, i. 416, An inci- 
dent is related of this person in Winthrop 
ii. 210, which shows that he was a loW and 
worthless chara<5ier; and that Roger Garde, 
the tailor Mayor of Gorges*s city of GofJ^ 
anat was a person equally depraved. 
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There is positive evidence that Captain Johnson was in New- 
England before August 3, 1632. This appears from a record 
made at that time by Governor Winthrop (i, 84). It seems that 
a misunderstanding, if not a quarrel, had arisen between the Gov- 
ernor and his Deputy, Mr. Thomas Dudley, in which the Deputy 
propounded to the Governor seven interrogatories. The third, 
with the Governor's reply, is as follows: "By what authority 
** he had licenfcd Edward Johnfon to fit down at Merrimacke. — 
" Govcrnour anfwercd, that he had licenfcd him only to go forth 
" on trading (as he had done divers others) as belonging to his 
"place.''' 

This incident is important evidence as to the occupation of the 
author of IVom/cr-worhn^ Providence during his first visit to 
New-England, and as to the motive for which he came. 

The expression, " to fit down at Merrimacke," does not imply 
that Johnson had made a settlement; for, in the Colony, there 
was no place of that name, and there were then no settlements 
on the ISIcrrimack River. The Governor quietly disposes of 
the complaint of his testy Deputy, by saying that he had given 
Johnson no license to "fit down" or make a settlement, but 
"only to go forth on tradingP 

1 Mr. Savage, in a note on this passage, The Robert Johnson who grmduated at 

savs, »* This person I presume to be ... the Har\*ard College in 1(45 wm« not Edward 

**enthuMastic historian of MVM</rr•»'0rJ^^llf^ Johnson's son. 
•• Providence ;** and he gives some biographi- 1 le had no son Robert. 

cal items respe^ing him, in which are sev> None of his sons graduated at Harvard 

eral mistakes. College. 

Capt Johnson was not one year Speaker These errors Mr. Savage copied from 

of the House of Deputies, but one week. Mr. Fanner, and thej arc repeated in hU 

(Col. Rec. iii. 373.) latest edition. Mr. Savage, in many placet. 

The person whom Johnson alludes to speaks in severe terms of the inaccuraciea 

(P- 165), as emplo^-ed at Mevis, one of the of Johnson's book. It has manj errors; 

Summer Islands, was not his son ; but was but I know no ^vt lines in Johnson which 

Mr. Nathaniel White, who graduated at Har- contain more errors than there are in ^rt 

vard College in 1646. (See W. W. P., p. 229.) lines of Mr. Savage's note. 
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That Captain Johnson was familiar with the Mcmmack River 
is e^^dent from his many descriptive allusions thereto. He 
never speaks of it (as of the Connefticut River, which he 
had not seen) simply by name, but uniformly with some epi- 
thet of magnitude, beaut)^ or grandeur. On p. 13, it is "the 
** pleasant River of Merimech;" on pp. 68, 69, *^tlie wide venting 
** ftreames of Merrimcck River, whofe ftrong current is fuch, that 
"it hath forced its paffage through the mighty Rocks, which 
"caufcth ibme fudden falls ^ and hinders Shipping from having 
" any acceiTe far into the Land, her bankcs are in manj- places 
**(lored with Oken Timber of all forts, of which, that which is 
" commonly call'd white Oke is not inferior to our Enjjlifli Tiin- 
**ber.'' On p. 134, it is "the famous River of Mcrimeck;''on 
p. 135, "the broade fwift torrent of Merrimcck, a very goodly 
" River to behold, were it not blockt up with fome fuddaine falls 
"through the rocks.'' On p. 197, it is "the fair and large river 
"of Merrimcck;" and, on p. 210, "the goodly river of Merri- 
"rncck.''* 

Johnson had seen no larger or more pidluresque river than the 
sluggish Thames. Coming upon one like the Merrimack in the 
midst of an unbroken forest, it is natural that he should have 
been deeply impressed with its grandeur and beauty; and that 
this impression should have remained on his mind long afterwards 
when he wrote his book. lie seems to have extended his trad- 

1 He visited, it ^emi, the present site of that of Springfield and Non^ottocke. the next 

Lawrence, and perhaps of Lowell. highest, £20. Cambridge and Sudbury veic 

« In May, 1657 (Col. Rec. iv. Pt 1, 291), the lowest in the list, each bringing bulli. 

Capt. Johnson was appointed one of a com- The trade was to commence July 1, 1657,10' 

mittee with full powers to superintend the ** to pajr in beaver." (Idem, p. 354.) 

fur-trade with the Indians. This committee Capt. Johnson seems, therefore, to hare 

proceeded to farm out to ** able and honeit fallen upon the best Indian trading-ground 

^'perfons" the various localities where this in the Colony; or his knowledge of tb( | 

trade was carried on. The trade on the locality enabled him to obtain the higbeK 

Merrimack brought the highest price, £25 ; price for the sanne. 
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ing expeditions as far north as the Piscataqua; and, in his travels, 
to have looked upon objefls with the praftised eye of a business 
man. Of the Piscataqua, he says (p. 170), "Although it be not 
"nigh fo broad as Mcrrinaeck \Jtc\ river, yet it is navigable, 
"being very deep, and her banks in many places fil'd with (lately 
"timber, which hath caufed one or two Saw-Mills to. be continued; 
" there they have a good quantity of Meddow Land, and good 
"ground for India corn."* 

It is hardly necessary to produce other evidence to show that 
our author was in New-England before he came with his family. 
This point admitted, there is no question that he came over with 
Wintlirop, and was the person admitted freeman in 1631. 

We are now prepared to inquire why, from him and from 
contemporary writers, so little is known of his first visit; why 
a person of his nihility and aftive temperament, who was in New- 
England in 1630 and part of 163 1, took so little part in the affairs 
of the Colony; why we arc not able to determine with accuracy 
when he returned; and why he remained abroad some five years 
without leaving traces of himself in the voluminous records and 
narratives of that period. 

In answering these inquiries, it is not possible to state, without 
being tedious, all the reasons on which the views to be presented 
are founded. They have not been reached, however, without 
study and mature deliberation. 

Captain Johnson, when he came over in 1630, was, I believe, 

Settkments were commenced on thU gave no account of what he saw. If he 
rirer about the jcar 1623. ever visited the Plj-mouth, Rhode Island, 
Johnson visited these localities subse- and Conneaicut Colonies, or the Massachu- 
quentljr; but I think the minute descriptions setts setUemcnU as far west as the Con- 
he gives of them are his early impressionl. nedlicut River, there is no evidence of the 
In later jears, he visited the Providence faA In his book, nor do I find anj else- 
PlanUtion, but not as a trader; and he where* 
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not influenced by the religious sentiments of Winthrop's com- 
pany, and probably did not claim to be a religious man. He 
came for trade and adventure. Having no concern in the civil 
and ecclesiastical questions of the Colony, his name nowhere 
appe<irs at this period of its history. Hence he conneftcd him- 
self with no church. He took no land, for he did not intend to 
remain. He came; and, having traded for a while among the 
Indians, and gratified his taste for adventure, he departed. 
When he left, was a fa6l of little importance to himself, and of 
none to the Colony: hence there is no record of it. 

The j p^p^lling motive which led to the settlement of the 
Massachusetts Bay, as of the Plymouth, Colony, was a religious 
one; but it was prudently kept in abeyance till the fleet had 
arrived in New-England. The development of a continent 
supposed to possess every species of mineral and vegetable 
wealth, and the planting there of English institutions and Eng- 
lish power, were motives so grand and so captivating to the 
Anglo-Saxon mind, that many persons embarked in the enter- 1 
prise who had no sympathy with the religious opinions of the 
prime movers. Young men of propert}^ who were fond of 
adventure, must have felt a strong impulse to see a country of 
which they had heard strange stories. The idea of obtaining the 
peltry of beaver and otter from the Indians, in exchange for 
inexpensive baubles, attached trading adventurers to the company. 
Persons went with the Colony who were not of it. They had no 
part in its policy, and no place in its history. Captain Johnson 
brings out this very plainly on p. 19, where he speaks of "Mar- 
** chant Adventurers.'' — "Amongft whom came over a mixt 
; " multitude, infomuch that very little appeared [of them] in the 
" following worke.'' If Johnson had not come over a second 
time, we could not have identified him in that "mixt multitude" 
whose names and deeds have passed into oblivion. 
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In saying that in 1630 he was probably not a religious man, 
I speak as he himself, in later years, would have spoken, com- 
paring his religious life with what it was subsequently. He 
doubtless repeated the Apostles' Creed, and declared himself a 
" miserable sinner ^ at morning service in that fine old church 
at Heme Hill already described (p, Ivii.) ; and, at that time, he 
might have been shocked at the intimation that he was not a 
religious man. 

But did not his expressing in OAober, 1630, a desire to be- 
come a freeman, and his a6tually taking the oath the following 
May, indicate a sympathy, at least, with the religious sentiments 
of the Colony, and ' a purpose of taking up a permanent settle- 
ment? I think not. No religious test was required of the first 
list of persons admitted in May, 1631.* No freemen, however, 
were subsequently admitted except such as were church mem- 
bers. If action on his name had been postponed to the next 
meeting of the Court, he probably would not have been admitted.* 
There was no expense or inconvenience in becoming a freeinan; 
and there were advantages, of which he subsequently availed 
himself in his business relations. 

I infer, therefore, that Captain Johnson came over, in 1630, for 

1 See W. W. p., p. 59. land ; jet it was not Fctdnded nor qualified 

' The policy of excluding persons who till August, 1664. 
were not church-members from exercising a On the list of 109 persons desiring ad- 
political franchise in the government was mission, Johnson's name stands second ; on 
adopted the same session (Maj i8« 1631) at the list of 116 persons admitted, his name 
which he was made freeman. The order is ncarlj at the foot, the i loth. This maj 
it as follows : ** That for lime to come noc have occurred hy accident ; or St may Sndi- 
*' man (halbe admitted to the frccdome of cate that there was a question raised as to 
** this body poUiticke, but fuch as are mem- the admission of some persons on the lltl; 
"bers of fome of the churclies within the which, aAer the main bodj had been ad* 
** lymitu of the fame." (Col. Rec i. 87.) mitted, was settled (as such matters usualljr 

No law of the Colony was more severely are) by a compromise, — admitting the per- 

tssailed than this for the next third of a sonorpersonsobje^edto, and making a rule 

centuty by malcontents here and in Eng- that no more of that class should come in. 
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traffic and adventure. We find him trading on the Merrimack 
River soon after his arrival. He then disappears, probahly 
returning to England in the Summer of 1631, and leaving a 
remainder of his goods unsold, or some of the property he had 
exchanged for them, in the hands of one William Almy. Alniy 
seems not to have made returns for this property, and probably 
did not respond to the owner's letters respecting it. Availing 
himself of his citizenship, Johnson brings the delinquency of his 
correspondent to the attention of the Court. Almy is summoned 
into Court; but, negle6ting to appear, he is fined ten shillings, and 
enjoined to appear at the next Court with an inventor}' of goods 
which he had received of Edward Johnson,* 

The grounds for the opinion expressed, that he embarked for 
England in the summer of 163 1, probably in season to escape the 
Atlantic storms of early winter, are, that such omissions and in- 
accuracies occur in his narrative, from that time till his return in 
1636, as might be expedted from one who was not personally 
cognizant of what he narrated. For instance, he describes, on 
p. 50, under the date of 1632, a night skirmish with a party of 
Tarrentine Indians landing at Lynn, and the hair-breadth escape 
of Lieutenant Walker. It reads like a wild Indian-stor\', which 
has in it more of romance than of la6t. None of the other early 
New-England writers mention the affair. If it aftually occurred, 
it was only a reconnoissance. The real attack of those wild East- 
ern warriors was on an Indian settlement at Agawam (Ipswich), 
where they killed seven men, wounded John and James Saga- 
more, and carried away some captives. Winthrop (.i. 59) fixes 
the date of the Ipswich attack as August 8, 1631. The Lynn 
affair (if it occurred at all) must have taken place at this time; 
for there is no account that the Tarrehtines were on the coast 

1 The matter was doubtless amicably ar* four jrears after the incident occurred, Al- 
ranged; for, on the 6th of September, 163S, m/*s fine was remitted. (Col. Rec i. 344*} 
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the next yean There is a strong presumption, in his not men- 
tioning the Ipswich attack, that he had left the country before it 
occurred,* 

His account (on p. 63) of the adventure of Governor Winthrop 
and party, on an island in Boston Harbor, where they were 
detained by a storm, contains many inaccuracies which can be 
explained on no other hypothesis than that he was absent from 
the countr}' at the time. He says: — 

"In the vcmall of the ycarc 1634. this people being increased . • . they 
" begun to thinke of fortifying a finall Ifland about two miles from Boston to 
'* Sea-ward, [Castle Island, now occupied by Fort Independence] to which all 
" the VcfTcls come in usuall}* and pafle. To this end tlie honoured Mr John 
" Wiuthrope with fome S. or 10. perfons of note, tooke boate and arrived on 
" the faid Ifland in a warme Sun (liincday, just at the breaking up of Winter as 
"they deemed, but being they were fuddcn furprifed with a cold North-weft 
"flormc (which is the (harpefl winde in this Countr}') freezing very vehemently 
" for a day and a night, that they could not get off the Ifland, but were forced to 
" lodge there, and lie in a heape one upon another (on the ground) to keep 
"thcmfelves from freezing.** 

The Governor's adventure occurred, not " in the vernall of the 
**yeare 1634,^ but in Fcbruar}^ i632.' The party consisted of 
twenty-six persons in alL The spot they visited was not Castle 
Island, but Nataskott [Nantasket], not far from the present site 

^ Johnson Vnew the friendly chiefs who second hand, several years after the crents 

were wounded at Ipswich, and had doubt- happened. 

Wm availed himself of their scr%-ices in his « Sec WHnthrop's own accoant in his 

trading expeditions on the Merrimack. On Journal, (i. 99.) 

P* 51 he speaks of John Sagamore *' being Mr. Savage, in his note on the passage, 
** always very courteous.** He describes his again takes the occasion to sneer at the in- 
last sickness, the disposition he made of his accuracies of Johnson, who, he sajrs, " shows 
children, and his death (both chiefs died " little precision in any thing but his creed." 
of small-pox, Dec. 5, 1633), ^ith so many Mr. Savage did not duly consider that John- 
variations from \Vinthrop*s account (i. 119)* aon was absent from the country when the 
that he probably received the narrative at incident occurred. 
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of Fort Warren. They were kept there two nights " upon the 
" ground in an open cottage,'* Winthrop says, " Upon view of 
** the place, it was agreed by all, that to build a fort there would 
"be of too great charge and of little ufe;*' for the place was 
nearly nine miles from Boston. Attention was afterwards di* 
rented to the fortification of Castle Island. 

Johnson very naturally fell into these mistikes. lie had gone 
back to England in the Summer of 163 1. When he returned five 
years later, the only fortification in the harbor was on Casde 
Island. He was subsequently one of the Committee having 
this Fort in charge. When he informed himself of its histor}-, 
he learned that the subscription for it was raised,* and the work 
commenced, in the Spring of 1634. Hearing the story of Win- 
throp's adventure, he inferred that it occurred in " the vcrnall of 
" 1634,'' at Castle Island. 

The barrenness of personal incident in his narrative from 1632 
to 1635, both inclusive, is noticeable. This narrative comprises 
thirty pages. Eight of these are verses. About the same number 
are devoted to biographical notices of persons with whom he asso- 
ciated afler he returned. The remainder is taken up chiefly with 
descriptions of towns, not as they were at the dates in the heading 
of the pages, but as they were some fiflcen years later, when he 
wrote the book. One chapter (xxix. on p. 64) is exclusively on 
English matters; being an account of what happened to Mr. John 
Norton and Mr. Thomas Shepard in Yarmouth, Eng., in 1634-5. 
On p. 74, he describes Mr. John Wilson's trials on his third 
voyage to England in 1635. The few personal incidents, during 
these five years, which he undertakes to relate, contain errors such 
as have been described. He hesitates, under these dates, to dis- 
cuss important topics. On p. 53 (1632), ** their Government is 
"by the Author deferred till the year 1637. where the Reader 

> Col. Rec 1 113. 
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" may behold Government both in Churches and Common-wealth.'* 
His narrative for the first two years after he returned (1636-7) 
fills sixty pages. 

Of his life during these years of absence, there is no dircft 
testimony. We know that he returned with his family, in 1636, 
a zealous Puritan, and in full sympathy with the religious system 
of the Massachusetts Colony. His ruling motive was no longer 
in business or pleasure, but in building up a Puritan Common- 
wealth in this Western World. It is not difficult for the reader 
to fill out, from the broken incidents and separated fi'agments 
which surround it, this hiatus in his personal histoxy. 

Having been welcomed by his family and his neighbors at 
Heme Hill, and, with his craving for adventure fiilly satiated, he 
probably returned to the duties of his farm and his merchandise; 
hardly imagining that he would one day, with his family, join 
that Colony of self-sacrificing religionists in New-England. As, 
on the Christmas eve of 163 1, he gathered his young family about 
him before his blazing hearth in dear old England, his mind might 
have reverted to the Christmas eve of 1630, which he had spent 
in an Indian wigwam, shivering with cold, or drenched with rain. 
He might have related to that inquisitive and S3'mpathizing circle, 
how he had seen, the previous winter, women and little children 
pinched with cold and hunger; how he had himself eaten 
" parch't Indian corn incht out with Cheftnuts and bitter Acorns ^ 
(P- ^73); how "the Women once a day, as the tide gave way, 
"reforted to the Muffells, and Clambankes, where they daily 
"gathered their Families food;'' how one man "travailed as far 
"as Plimoth (which is neere 40 miles) and with great toilc 
"brought a little Come home with him'' (p. 49). Is it strange 
that we should know nothing of Edward Johnson for the next five 
years? What would his wife and children have thought, if he 
had then expressed an intention of taking them to New-England? 
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Before resolving on this step, a radical change must have taken 
place in his character and opinions. 

Events soon occurred in England which were calculated to 
produce such a change. Puritanism, as a political power, was 
the ofispring of persecution. When Robinson and his company 
of Pilgrims took refuge in Holland from the persecution of 
James L, Edward Johnson was not old enough for these events to 
make any impression on his mind. After he grow up to manhood, 
though the principle of religious oppression had not been ab<in- 
boned, dissenters were allowed comparative toleration. The 
early years of the reign of Charles I. were marked with modera- 
tion towards the despised nonconformists. Winthrop's company 
embarked at Southampton for Massachusetts Bay, in 1630, with 
as little interference, on the part of the civil authorities, as a pas- 
senger would meet to-day on going aboard a Cunard steamer at 
Liverpool. This state of quietude passed away during the five 
years Johnson was absent from New-England. Reports that 
alarmed the High-church party came back from America. Epis- 
copacy had been suppressed at Salem by Governor Endicott; all 
the churches gathered at the Bay were nonconformist; the prayer- 
book and the church ritual were not tolerated; marriages were 
celebrated by magistrates, and not by the clergy; and no deference 
was paid to the ecclesiastical laws and usages of England. The 
malcontents sent back to England poured their complaints into 
the willing ears of the hierarchy. Gorges and Mason, jealous of 
the growth of the Massachusetts Colony, and chagrined that their 
colonies received no accessions, re-echoed these complaints. 
The fact most alarming to Laud was the quality and extent of 
the emigration to New-England. The best and most enterpris- 
ing men were leaving England, and in such numbers as justly to 
awaken solicitude, — three thousand souls in a single year. Min- 
isters suspected of nonconformity were again deprived of their 
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livings, insulted, and driven from place to place. Preaching in 
secluded spots, as occasions presented, they gathered a harvest of 
.converts to those free principles which were soon to overturn the 
Stuart dynasty, and to establish a Puritan Commonwealth in 
England. 

Captain Johnson, then in England, could not have been an 
uninterested spectator of these events, even if he had no religious 
sympathy with the persecuted dissenters. The fact that he had 
been in New-England, and had made himself familiar with its 
physical features and natural resources, must have brought him 
in contact with some of the eminent nonconforming clerg}'men 
who were intending to remove to America. Thej" would seek 
his acquaintance for the information he had to impart The 
whole dissenting mind of England turned towards America, and 
was athirst for knowledge respefting the country. **A letter 
^ from New-England was venerated * as a facred fcript, or as the 
" * writing of some holy prophets, and was carried many miles, 
" * where divers came to hear it'*'* From contact with these emi- 
nent and devoted men, he doubtless imbibed their religious 
opinions, and became a convert to the faith of the Puritans.* 

> Bancroft, I. 382, quoting Old Planters' " very dar, who arc the Scale of his Min- 

NarratiTc, 17. «♦ ifteiy " (p. 77). Of no other minister does 

' From the manner in which he speaks, he speak in such strong and affcdiionate 

In several insUnces, of Mr. Thomas Shep- terms. 

srd, it seems probable that Johnson knew Mr. Shepard arrived in Boston 06L 3, 

him in England, and m.i v have regarded him 1635. That they knew each other in Eng- 

»s iD»tnimcntal in his own conversion. He land is probable* also, from the account 

«• "that gratious fwcete Heavenly minded, Johnson gives, on p. 64, of the attempts to 

" and foulc-ravilhing Minifter," . . . «*a man arrest Shepard and Norton before they took 

••of a thoufand, indued with abundance of passage for Xe%v-England. The first adt that 

•* true faving knowledge for himfelf and Johnson records of himself, after arriTing in 

••others" (p. 77). Of him ♦* it maybe faid, Kew-England, was visiting Cambridge to 

••without any wrong to others, the Lord by hear Mr. Shepard preach; and the melting 

•• his miniftery hath faved many a hundred emotions he experienced during the sermon 

I* foul "(p. 164). •♦ Thoufiinds of fouls have (so pathetically described on page 103) in- 

•* ctuie to blefs God for him, even at this dicate that his own feelings towards the 



\ 
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Mr. Savage, when in England in 1842, found, in the London 
Institution, the " History of Sandwich,** by William Boys, printed 
at Canterbury in 1792. In this work, under the date of 1636, 
is "A true roll or lift of names, furnamcs and quah'ties of 
'^ all fuch perfons who had taken pafTage from the town and port 
" of Sandwich for the American Plantations lince the laft cer- 
^'tificate of fuch paflcngers returned to the office of Dover 
^^Caftle.*** In this list is — 

** Edward Johnfon, of Canterbury, joiner, and Sufan, his wife, fcven chil- 
•♦dren, three fervant*.** 

That this person was the subjcft of our sketch there can be 
no doubt; for his Will and other records show that the Christian 
name of his wife was Susan (sometimes written Susannah), and 
that he had seven children.* 

Sandwich was to Heme Hill the nearest seaport at which 
there was foreign trade. He gave his residence as Canterbury, 
although he lived six miles from that city. He might have 
done this for the purpose of evading inquiry; but more likely 
the custom existed then, as in our day, for travelers to give an 
adjacent city as their place of residence. The three servants he 
took with him went probably as laborers, and not as personal 
servants; for the latter would indicate to the inspe6tors of emi- 
gration that he was a wealthy man. In the list where Captain 
Johnson's name appears, no person gave an occupation above that 
of mechanic or yeoman. 

He probably embarked from Sandwich in the spring of 1636, 
and arrived as early as midsummer. The minute account he 

preacher had much to do in producing the 1635-6 (Frothingham't KUtorj of Charlci- 

imprettion. town, p. 85). In this List Captain Johnsoii*i 

1 Matt. Hitt Coll. xxviii. 275-6. name does not appear, but it is found in the 

S The Charlestown Records give a List Records of the next ^"ear. 
of th« inhabitants of the town in Jannaiy* 
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gives of a visit to Canonicus (pp. 109*, 110*) indicates that he 
was one of the party. He describes how the old Sachem ap- 
peared, what he gave his visitors to eat, how the conference was 
held, and what was said. This was precisely the kind of expe- 
dition suited to his taste; and he never lost an opportunity of 
indulging in this sort of adventure. Edward Gibbons and John 
Higginson were the only persons in the party whose names are 
given. Johnson's experience with the Indians, acquired on his 
trading expeditions among them, and his military knowledge, 
would make him an acceptable volunteer. The expedition 
started on the 8th, and returned on the 13th, of August, 1636.* 
Gibbons and Higginson were paid for their services, 06tober 25, 
1636.* 

Captain Johnson arrived at Boston when the memorable Anti- 
nomian controversy was in its most exciting phase. Anne 
Hutchinson had set the town in uproar by her peculiar views, 
and she was defended by some of the most eminent persons in the 
Colony. At the Court of Eleftion, in May, 1636, the young and 
accomplished Henry Vane had been chosen Governor, to the 
eminent disgust of the supporters of the staid and judicious Win- 
throp. Vane supported the views of Mrs. Hutchinson. Her 
minister (Mr. John Cotton), two of the magistrates (Mr. Dummer 
and Mr. Coddington), several of the deputies, military men, and 
leading citizens, took sides with her in this strange controversy. 
Mr. John Wheehvright, her brother-in law, arrived in June, 1636, 
and made her cause his own. All the other clergy of New- 
England, and the churches out of Boston, took the opposite side, 
and denounced her opinions as heresy. The subtleties of theology 

^ Winthrop, I. 193. alludes in friendljr terms. Their acquaint- 

' Col. Rec i. 181. To Gibbons, after- ance began on Uiis expedition. The date* 

wards Major-General, in command of all 1637, in the heading of pages 109*, ixo*, It 

the militia of the Colony, Johnson often an error. • 
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and metaphysics were on everybody's tongue, and were discussed 
with an excitement and a personal bitterness that we, at the present 
day, can hardly appreciate. Johnson devotes a chapter (p, loi) 
to "the forrowfuU complaint of a poore Soule at landing" in 
the midst of this noisy squabble. No wonder that the poor man, 
in' the din of contending voices, was nearly beside himself, and 
that " hce betooke him to a narrow Indian path for ferious Mcdita- 
** tions, where none but fencelefs Trees and eccohing Rocks make 
**anfwer to his heart-eafeing mone'* (p. 102). He evidently 
never comprehended the new dispensation; but, understanding 
well the old landmarks, he opposed the Antinomians with all the 
energy of his being. Nearly forty pages of his book are devoted 
to this unintelligible subjedt, and serve as a curious illustration of 
the intensity of feeling exhibited in that controversy. 

He must have taken up his residence in Charlcstown soon after 
landing. In the chapter just alluded to, where he describes the 
bewilderment of "a poore foule," he speaks of localities which 
can apply only to Charlestown as the place from which he 
started. He went out on a narrow Indian path, absorbed in 
mournful meditations over the mysterious doctrine of a " naked 
" Chrift.'' He then changed his dire6lion, and " turning his face 
^ to the fun [the south-west, it is a summer afternoon] he ftccred 
"his courfe toward the next Town, and after fome fmall travell 
** hee came to a large plaine, no fooner was hee entred thereon, 
" but hearing the found of a Drum (they had as yet no Bell to 
" call men to meeting) he was dire6lcd toward it by a broade 
"beaten way,'' and soon arrived at Mr. Shepard's meeting-house 
in Cambridge. Whoever will take an afternoon drive from 
Charlestown to Cambridge will recognize the localities here 
described. He could not have started from Boston; for then 
there were no bridges over the Charles or the Mystic River. 

His name first appears in the Charlestown Records (with the 
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title of "Captain^), in 1637, as a proprietor of land. His 
name next appears, in 1638, in the division of land on ^^ Myitic 
"Side,** now Maiden; and, except in conne£tion with his prop- 
erty, the division of lands, &c., his name is not found in the 
Charlestown Records before 1640. He therefore took no aftive 
part either in the civil or the ecclesiastical affairs of the town. 
This fadt seems singular, in view of the prominent position he sub- 
sequently held, in both these relations, at Woburn. He -did not 
even unite with the church at Charlestown during the six years 
he resided there. Some personal reasons, which we cannot 
ascertain, may have prompted this course: but I think, that, from 
the first, he considered Charlestown only a temporary place of 
abode; and that he intended to engage in the enterprise of plant- 
ing a new town. His appointment by the Charlestown Church, 
as one of the Committee for "the ere6ling of a church and town'* 
at Woburn, is a full endorsement of his religious standing at that 
period. While in Charlestown, he resided on "Crooked Lane,** 
now Bow Street 

The General Court, May 13, 1640, on the petition of Charles- 
town, made a grant for a new town, " two miles on their head 
** line, provided it fall not within the bounds of Linn Village 
" [Reading] and that they build within two years.''* On the 7th 
of Oftober following, the traft was enlarged to four miles square;* 
and, previous to its incorporation, it was called "Charleftown 
"Village.'' 

Captain Johnson was the first "Recorder" or Town Clerk of 
Woburn; and the following extradls' from the early records 
of the town — which are in his own handwriting — show not 

1 Col. Rec. L 39a t Idem, i. 30S. with the 35th of March. The first date inea- 

' At regards the dates, it will be remeni* tioned is therefore not the 14th of 3Carelit 
bered, that, in old style, the year commenced but the 14th of Maj, 164a 



Ixxx 



Introdudion. 



only the part which he took in the work, but also the mode in 
which an early Massachusetts town was settled: — 



[extracts from the town records of nvoburn.'] 

1640. 14 of 3 mo.-^ A True Relation of the proceedings of Edward Con- 
uars, Edward Johnson, John Mousall, Mr. Thomas Graiies, Snmuwcl Richison, 
and Thomas Richison, chosen b}' the church of Charlestown for the ereding of 
a church and town, which accordingl}', by great labor, was by them performed, 
and now called the Town of Wobume. 

In this year 1640, in the 3 mo., news was brought of the convcnicncy of 
land now adjoining to Charlestown. Forthwith a petition was framed to the 
General Court, then holdcn, for t>vo miles of land square, to be added to 
the head line of Charlestown, which accordingly was granted, and afterward 
was uicreased to four miles square. 

15 of 3 mo. — Mr. Increase Nowell [Magistrate], Mr. Zachariah Sims 
[Minister], Edward Johnson, Edw*ard Conuars, Ezekill Richison, Samuwcl 
Richison, and Robart Halle, together with Mr. Hubard, artist, searched the 
land lying within the two miles square. 

6 of 7 mo. — Noble CapUiin Scdgwicke,* Ensignc Palmer, Thomas Lins, 



* These extraAs, never before printed, 
are given, with the exception of proper 
names, in modern orthography and punc- 
tuation. 

* Captain Robert Sedgwick was one of 
the notable, as well as HobU^ men of his 
time. "He was," says Johnson (p. 192), 
*'ftout and adUve in all feats of war, nurft 
*' up in Londons Artillery Garden, and fur^ 
•• thered with ... the help of a yery good 
"head-piece.** Having filled various civil 
and military positions, he was elected in 
May, 165a, Major-General in command of 
all the militia of the Colony. Soon after, 
he went to England, and was appointed 
by Cromwell to the condudt of several im- 
portant and successful expeditions. He 
died May 24, 1656, at the West Indies, 
where he was in command of the English 
army* Many of his letters to Cromwell 



are preserved in Thurloe*s Sute Papers 
(vols, ii., iv., v.). Mr. Frothingham has 
given an interesting sketch of his life in the 
History of Charlestown (pp. 135-139)' 

It is a noticeable coincidence that the 
two most eminent and adlive associates of 
Captain Johnson In the early proceedings 
for the settlement of the Town of Woburn 
— General Sedgwick and Rear - Admiril 
Thomas Graves (see note, p. Ixxxiii-) — i^ft 
the enterprise before its consummation ; and, 
returning to England, were appointed to 
high military and naval positions in the 
forces of Cromwell. Perhaps Captain Joho- 
son alludes to them in the following lines of 
his poetical Jntroduaion to the Wobura 
Records (see note, p. Ixxxvi.) : — 

**OBe leaves her quite, an other hee doth hie 
To fcieo landa free from tho BabjfS Ctys." 
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Edward Johnson, Edward Conuars, John Mousall, and others, went to view the 
bounds between Linne Village and this town, like Jacobites, laying them down 
to rest when night drew on, now prescr\ed by the good hand of God with 
cheerful spirits, though the heavens poured down rain all night incessantly. 
One remarkable Providence, never to be forgotten. Some of the company lay 
under the body of a great tree, it lying some distance from the earth. When 
the daylight appeared, no sooner was the last man come from under it, but it 
fell down to their amazement, [they] being forced to dig out their food that was 
caught under it, it being so ponderous that all the strength they had could not 
remove it. 

30 of 7 mo. — The parties aforesaid met at Linne, and lay there all night. 
Next day, drew Linne men to the confines of their bounds, endeavoring to point 
the divisional line between their new town and this. 

5 of 9 mo. — The persons above specified, now chosen by the Church ctf 
Chnrlestown, chosen for the carr)ing-on of the atfairs of the new towniu 

9 of 9 mo. — These persons, associating to them Edward Johnson, who con- 
tinued with them during the whole work, went to discover the land about 
Shawshin River ; being lost, were forced to lie under the rocks, whilst the rain 
and snow did bedew their rocky beds^ 

17 of 9 mo. — A meeting was held to set a division between Charlestown 
and Woburne, which was in part assented to, but afterward denied. 

23 of 9 mo. — The Church of Cliarlestown meet to consider of those that 
should go up to this town ; and, seeing many appear, fearing the depopulation 
of Charlestown, from that day forward had a suspicious eye over them. 

3 of 10 mo. — Full power was given to Edward Conuars and company to go 
on with the work. 

23 of 10 mo. — Considering the wcightiness of the work and the weakness 
of the persons, this da}* was set apart for humble seeking of God by prayer and 
fasting for help in a work of so great consequence, which was performed at the 
house of John Mousall, by the fore-named persons and their wives, tlie Lord 
assisting. 

I S of 10 mo. — The first meeting of these persons for this work was at Mr. 
Thomas Graues, where Town Orders were concluded on for the better cariying- 
on of the work. 

At which meeting Edward Johnson was appointed Recorder, who drew a 
plot of the town. 

TOWN ORDERS. 

The free fruition of such liberties and privileges as humanity, civility, and 
Christianity calls for, as due to every man, with his place and proportion, without 
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impeachment and infringing, which hath ever been, and ever will be, the tran> 
qaillity and stability of Christian Commonwealths ; and the denial or the deprival 
thereof, the disturbance, if not the ruin, of both.^ 

We hold it, therefore, our duty and safety, for the better disposing of all 
lands and benefits of tlie town of Wobumc, and for the preventing of nil trouble* 
some complaints, and the maintainance of love and agreement, it is required 
that all persons admitted to be inhabitants in the said town shall by voluntaiy 
agreement subscribe to these orders following; upon which conditions, they 
are admitted: — 

Pirst Order. — For the carr}ing-on common charges, all such persons 
as shall be thought meet to have land and admittance for inhabitants shall 
pay for every acre of land formerly laid out by Charlcstown, but now in the 
limits of Wobume, sixpence ; and, for all hereafter laid out, twclvcpcnce. 

Second Order. — Every person taking lot or land in tlie said town shall, 
within fifteen months after the laying-out of the same, build for dwelling there- 
on, and improve the said land by planting cither in part or in whole ; or surren- 
der the same up to the town again. Also, they shall not make sale of it to any 
person but such as the town shall approve of. 

\Third Order, — That all manner of persons shall fence their cattle of all 
sorts, either by fence or keeper; only it is required, all garden-plots and 
orchards shall be well inclosed, either by pale or other>vise. 

JFourth Order. — That no manner of person shall entertain inmate, cither 
married or other, for longer time than three da3's, without the consent of four of 
the seledt men ; every person offending in this particular shall pay to the use 
of the town, for every day they offend therein, sixpence.* 

JFifth Order. — That no person shall fell or cut any young oak, like to be 
good timber, under eight inches square, upon forfeiture of five shillings for eveiy 
such ofiense. 

^ This Preamble is substantially a copy " that the woman ihoiild not go out of tova 

of the Preamble of •* The Libertiet of the *• for any of them. Tlic fclc«5tnicn accord- 

•• Maflachufettt Colonie," prepared by Mr. " ingly laid diflrcfs on George Pollv's cAate 

Nathaniel Ward, and adopted in i(>4t. This '* to the value of eight ihilliiigs. Polly coro- 

point is further noticed on p. ci. " ing and acknowledging, and promifms 

' Many cases occur in the records of tlie **to clear the town of the faid inmates br 
enforcement of this order. The following " the next fecond day at night, the Con- 
is a specimen : ^ "liable was ordered to refpite his diftrefs; 

"George Polly, warned to appear before "but in cafe the faid Polly did not go oa 

"the feledmen for entertaining inmates, "to perform his promife, then to go oa 

** came and gave anfwer that he would en- " and levy the eight (hillings for the town** 

"^tertain them, for all the townfmen; and "ufe.** 
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[In margin.] These pcrsont subscribed to these orders : — 



Edward Johnfon. 
Edward Conuars. 
John moufall. 
Ezekill Richifon. 
Samuwell Richifon. 
Thomas Richifon. 
William Lernedt 
Jams Thomfon. 
John Wright. 
Michall Bacon. 
John Seers. 



Mr. Thomas graves. 
Nicholas dauis. 
Nicholas Treerice. 
John Carter. 
Jams Conuars. 
danill Bacon. 
Edward winne. 
Hcnr}' Belden. 
(Trances Kendall. 
John Teed. 
Hcnr}' Tottingham. 



Will Greene. 
Benjamen Butter (feild. 
Hcniyjefts. 
Jams Parker. 
John Ruifell. 
Jams Britton. 
Thomas fTuller. 
Richard Lowden. 
John wyman. 
(Trances wyman.^ 



4 of II mo. — Meeting at Edward Conuars house, where were admitted 
many persons to set down their dwellings in this town ; yet, being shallow ia 
brains, fell oiT aAerwards. At this meeting, Mr. Geoi^e Bunker' surrendered 
up his lot to the town's disposal, and had recompense. 

ID of 1 2 mo. — The first bridge was laid over Abersonce River, over against 
Edward Conuars house, and called Could Bridg. 

13 of 12 mo. — Meeting at Samuwell Richisons, where Mr. [Jonathan] Burr 
was thought of meet to help in the main of church work. Mr. [John] Know*ls, 
of the east, was spoken of, and more were admitted to inhabit this town. 

8 of 1 2 mo. — The men appointed for this town affairs traveled to discover 
a fitting place to Liy this town out. After two days* search, it was, by the 
greater numlx^r, thought meet to be laid out on the east end of the land granted 
to this town, which accordingly was done after two days more. 

13 of 13 mo. — Meeting at Ezekill Richisons, where they that at present 



* Of the thirty-two persons in the above 
li»t, ten were then freemen; twelve otliers 
were admitted during the next seven years, 
and ten appear never to have been made 
freemen. In the first recorded tax-list of 
Wobum, September, 1645, all the above 
names appear, except three. Of these, the 
name of Henry Belden appears in the tax- 
Hit of 1646. Another, Mr. Thomas Gra\-es 
(at whose house the Town Orders were en- 
»^d), was. In 1643, master of the " Trial," 



the first ship built in Boston (Winthrop, it 
154), and was afterwards one of Croroweirt 
Rear- Admirals (Frothingham*t Charlet- 
town, 139). He followed the sea till hit 
death in 1653, which explains the faA of his 
not settling in Wobum. The third, Richard 
Lowden, admitted freemen In 1642, remained 
in Charlestown, where be died July 12* 1700* 
at the age of 88. 

S Bunker Hill took its name from this 
person, he being its owner. ' 
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did intend to dwell in this town, came, and were appointed to meet at the new 
laid-out town the next third day [Tues<lay] following. In the aAcrnoon of the 
same day, they had a meeting before Mr. [Increase] Nowcll, Mr. [Zacariah] 
Sims, and otliers, who gave them no small discouragement. 

i6 of 12 mo. — The persons appointed came to the place, to the number of 
forty, where the new town should have been placed, marking trees and laying 
bridges. The way being so plain backward th.it divers never went forward again. 

39 of 12 mo. — Mr. Nowcll, Capt. Sedgwick, Lieut. Sprage, and some 
others, by Charlestown appointed, advised to remove the house-lots and place 
for the meeting-house to the place where they now stand. 

1641. 2 of I roo. — Mr. Burr's friends came up to view tlie plantation; 
and, the sixth of the first month, lots were iirst laid out' in the place ap> 
pointed. 

17 of I mo. — Divers went to Dochester, to Mr. Burr, of whom they received 
good encouragement to go on. God would provide. 

20 of I mo. — Mr. Burr's friends came again, and brought men with them 
to view the land, especially the meadow. 

10 of 3 mo. — Meeting at Thom.is Richisons. Mr. Burr declined, and most 
hearts grew faint; notwithstanding, the 13th of tlie same month more lots were 
laid out. 

24 of 3 mo. — Mr. Burr's friends came again with fresh men, whose rtiinds 
were much for meadow, and their judgments short in what they saw. 

29 of 3 mo. — Mr. Thomas Graucs and Edward Johnson were sent to Mr. 
Burr, who was loth to give a full answer.* 

25 of 6 mo. — Things going hcavil}' on, and many blocks in the way, espe- 
cially some of their own company disheartening, this day was set apart for 
humble seeking the Lord by fasting and prayer, whom they found gracious in 
keeping up the spirits of some to the work. 

26 of 6 mo. — A bridge was made across Horncpond River ; though the place 
was so bogg}' that it swallowed up much wood before it could be made passa- 
ble ; yet it was finished, and called Longe Bridg. 

25 of 8 mo. — Two messengers went to Roully [Rowley] to Mr. [John] 
Miller, who found Mr. [Ezekiel] Roggcrs loth to part with him. 

3 of 9 mo. — Mr. [Thomas] Carter was spoken to, who was the first named, 
but the bst spoken with, doubting Watertown's parting with him. 

1 Mr. Burr died in two months and ten "out of Heaven, for he preaches as if he 
days from this date. Thomas Hooker said '* were there already." (Sprajfue's Anotls, 
of him, *' Surely this man will not be lonf I. 124.) 
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7 of 9 mo. — The Church of Charlcstown wa» spoken unto for their meeting 
on the Sabbath at this town, having sure encouragement from Mr. Carter to 
help them the 2ist of the same month. Mr. Sims preached hiis first sernum 
in tliis town out of the 4th of Jeremiah and the 3d verse. 

4 of 10 mo. — Mr. Carter preached his first sermon at this town out of the 
23d of Genesis, encouraging to trust in the Lord for the means. 

19 of 10 mo. — They were all at Mr. Carters, who was very backward to 
promise any thing, but only to be helpful to them at some times, which was 
very seldom. 

1642. I of I mo. — Minister's house began, with strong resolutions knd lively 
spirits, through the mercy of God, though means verj' weak. The 25th day <rf 
the same, tlicy went to Mr. Carter, who was very shy in promising help con- 
stantly. 

II of 3 mo. — Some now sent to Mr. [George] Phillips [of WatcrtownJ, 
who did not much encourage them about Mr. Carter. 

14 of 2 mo. — Mr. Carter was entreated to spend a da}- of humiliation among 
tlicm ; after the which, they had some good encouragement, and he helped two 
Sabbath days together after it. 

16 of 3 mo. — They were disheartened by two of their company taking of 
council. 

5 of 4 mo. — They moved for admission from Charlestown Church, upon 
some hope they had of Mr. Carter's help. They found them backward, and 
were put off for fourteen days ; at which time, after much agitation, they had 
liberty to gather a church. 

14 of 6 mo. — A church gathered at Woburne in presence of Mr. Increase 
Nowcll, Magistrate, and Mr. [John] Wilson [of Boston], Mr. [Zecheriah] Sims 
[of Charlestown], Mr. [Thomas] Allen [of Charlestown], Mr. [Henry] Dunster 
[President of Har\ard College], Mr. [John] Knowlls [of Watertown], Mr. 
[Thomas] Carter, and divers other godly and faithful ministers of Christ [Mr. 
John Cotton, of Boston; Mr. Thomas Shepard, of Cambridge; Mr. John Allin, 
of Dcdham ; Mr. John Eliot, of Roxbuiy- ; and Mr. Richard Mather, of Dorches- 
ter'], who held out the right hand of fellowship, in the name of the other 
churches, to the persons gathered ; namely, John Moussall, Edward Johnson, 
Edward Conuars, William Lemet, Ezekill Richison, Samuwell Richison, and 
Thomas Richison. 

22 of 9 mo.— Mr. Thomas Carter ordained Pastor of the Church of Christ, 

* See the list in Womifrr'workim^ Prpvt' punctuation, their placts of residence are 
demee (p. 178), where, from errors in the strangely comminfled. * 
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at Wobume, in presence of the fore-named persons, Mr. Knowls excepted, who 
held out the right hand of feHowship to him.^ 

1643. 9 of 9 mo. — At a public to\\-n meeting, b}* consent of the town, it was 
ordered, that, if any man shall absent himself from a public meeting without a 
lawful excuse, he shall pay 18 pence to the use of tlie town. 

[In margin.] The First Choice of SeleAmen. 

1644. 13 of 2 mo.— It was ordered, by the general consent of the whole 
freemen and inhabitants there present, that a yearly choice shall be made <^ 
seven men, or a lesser number hereafter, when the town is more settled, which 
shall be chosen out of the freemen of this town, who shall have power to order 
the prudential aflairs thereof, according to the liberties and privileges granted to 
the several towns in this jurisdiction ; their power continuing to the next first 
third day of the week in the first month in the next year, on which day a new 
choice shall be made ; provided that those men which sliall be chosen do at all 
times give public notice when any rate or assessment is to be made upon the in- 
habitants, to the end men may show their grievance, if any be, and mutual love 
and agreement may be continued by taking off the burden from the oppressed. 



1 Kfac simile of the handwriting of Capt. 
Johnson in the la^t two para«;raphs fronts 
the titlepage. To this has been added a 
specimen of his handwriting in 1653. 

Capt. Johnson commenced the Wobum 
Records, under the date of December S, 
1640, with the following doggerel rerse, 
alluded to on p. xxiv., which has an histori- 
cal interest as showing his habits of compo- 
sition nearly ten years before he wrote his 
book. It is here given precisely as it stands 
in the record. The Tavmt is supposed to 
be speaking in the first person singular. 

KBCoaos roa tmb towkb or wott-KscB 
ft«mlhc]r«ariS4o:tlie:S:dajarili: leinoirtli 
Pa«Kfpcr F« 
In pcnikt age 1 wobumc Tovac bcgidi ; 
Clorks T<mnc Mi mooed tbc Coort my Kns to tgam 
To vewo my land pbee compild body Rcaio 
Kowtl; Sims ScdfwiditbM my petcrooft went 
Sum fearing Ik grow great opoo thcfe yo o o d i 
Poor I wafe pott to nun among the CknnMa 
Who being taken witk (udi- mighty tbinfi 
As bad bia wwk of Nobk Qaeias and Kragi 



TiQ Babe gan cryc and sreai dlfturliance make 
Nurics K«peiit they did har uodmakc 
One leax-cs her quite an other hee doth hie 
To iorcn land* free fr«>m the Baby* Crye 
To more of feaucn (ceing nurfing proud toe thwarie 
Thought it more eafe : In folUming of the Carte 
A naighbour by hopeing the Rabc wold bee 
A pritty Girle to Kucking har went hee 
Too nurin lefs undanted then the reft 
firft houies finlAi thu» the Girle gane drcft 
lu Rare to fee how this poore Towoe did rife 
By weakcfs means two m-eakc in great ons eye 
And furc it b that roettells clrere exflraAioo 
Had iMucr fhare in this Poore Tom-ns emctioo 
Without which metall and fum frefti fnplys 
Patrons concind fhe neuer npp wold rife 
If ever (he mongft ladys haue a ftatioa 
Say twas f&oro Parentes : not har educaiioo 
And now cooclud the lords omne hand it wafe 
That with weak means did bring this work lo pafe 
Koc only Tom-ne but Siflur church to ade 
Which out of duft and Afties now b had 
Then all Inhabit wobume Towne ftay make 
The lord: not means of an yon undertake. 

It is probable, from allusions therein, 
that the above was written as Ute •• 
164a; 
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Secondly^ If it shall come to pass, through tlic divers occurrence of town 
affairs which the said men shall have to do ^vith, any scruple of conscience do 
arise, they shall repair to the elder or elders of the church in the said town for 
advice. 

Thirdly^ They shall not alter any man's propriety without his free consent. 

Fonrthlyy They shall meet once a month, at the least; and all orders 
concluded hy the major part of them, for the good of the town, shall be left 
under their hands in wTiting. 

Lastly y They shall give up a account at in public, at the year's end, of dt»> 
bursements and disposure of the town's land and stock. 

[In margin.] Scle<^men chosen the 13 of 2 mo., 1644. 

JFor Conftahle. 
SeJc&mcm. William Lemed. 

Edward Johnson. Ezckill Richison. Por SurvtyorSm 

Edward Conuars. Saniuwell Richison. Michall Bacon. 

John Mousall. Jams Tompson. Ralph hill. 

William Lerned. Thomas Richison. 

1644 [-5]. — This year there fell a vei^' great snow near the spring; and 
some, willing to redeem time, made choice of new men to do the town's busi* 
ness within the year [1645], on the 19 of the 12 mo., 1644. [The second board 
of town officers were the same as the first, except that John Wright was ap- 
pointed Sclcfftman in the place of James Tompson,] 

1645. 8 of 7 mo. — It is ordered that those which are chosen deputies, for to 
serve at the General Court, shall have sixpence for even* da^-'s sen'ice they 
spend at the Court, as well for what is past as what is to come, besides their 
diet. 

[A question arose, as early as 1640 (17 of ^ mo., see p. Ixxxi), as to the 
boundary lines between Wobum and Charlcstown, which was not finally 
adjusted till January, 165 1-2. In reference to this business, the following 
letter was sent to the Scledmen of Charlcstown, in March, 1646-7. It was 
probably drawn by Captain Johnson, and is a model of courteous diplomacy. 
The original orthography is retained in the letter.] 

[In margin.] Wobumes Letter to Charlcstown Men. 

1646. 17 of I mo.— Agreed to send to the Seled men of Charlcstown die 
letter following: — 



Ixxxviii Introdudion. 

To our much refpe^ied and much approucd g^ood ITreinds of CharlRowne chofen 

to order the pnidcntiall Affaiers therof 
Much RefpeAcd and Ainticnt ffreinds : 

Wee are Bould to interupt your prefant prefious Implyments with Rcquoll 
for IlTue of tliofe things which fartainc of our Bcloued Brethren amoung you 
were chofen unto, now our humble Rcqucil is that they may End it forth 
with, if other wife they cannot fo doe our further Rcqucil is that fume others 
unintreiled in the things may put a flrcindly Ifue to the fame, our lull Requcft 
18 tliat if nether of thefe will doe then in a brotherly and iTrcindly way to pctif- 
tion to the gcnerall court that wee may not bequeth mattor of diferanc to our 
polleryty, thus with hope of a prefant anfwer in writting to our foe Rcfanabl 
Requeft' 

Wee Remain yours to be commanded 
« in all fa mis of loue in Chrid our Lord. 

1646. 29 of 7 mo. — At which time Edward Johnson received from the 
town, for his time spent at the General Court and some other expenses, four 
pound thirteen shillings ; the last Court of Elciftion, and all the sessions thereof, 
being yet unaccounted for. 

[In margin.] An order and penalty for non-appearance at a general town 
meeting ; Ordered, That all public meetings, after they are begun, shall continue 
till by a major part they break up. 

[In opposite margin, in handwriting of Major William Johnson.] The 10 of 
12 mo., 1673, this order was further confirmed by a major vote of the inhabi- 
tants present; also the time of appearing, on the day of choice, to be nine of the 
clock in the morning. 

164S. 27 of 1 2 mo. — It was agreed and ordered, by the consent of the whole ► : 
town, that the last third day of the 1 2th mouth, from year to year, shall be the 
day for choice of all such usual officers as are in the town's power to choose ; at 
which time the inhabitants are to meet without warning, as also to choose 
deputies to the General Court. And, further, it is agreed, that, if any inhabi- 
tant shall fail of making his appearance by eight of the clock in the morning, ' 
^-ery such person shall pay to the use of the town two shillings ; the like gener- ^ 
ally to be imposed on all such as shall absent themselves above one quarter of 
an hour without leave of the assembly, and also the like generally to be im- 
posed at any town meeting for non-appearance of any, or absence, the meeting 
being duly warned. 
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1664. 7 of I mo. — It is ordered and agreed by the seleAmen of thit town, 
that all inhabitants shall have liberty, at any general town meeting, to declare, 
cither by word or writing, any grievance that may be upon their spirits ; pro- 
vided it be done orderly, and by law of him that is to order speech and silence ; 
and that whosoever shall disorderly speak, or go on to take up the time unne- 
cessarily, shall pay to the use of the town five shillings for e>*eiy such offense. 

After the town was fully organized, Captain Johnson's record 
of town matters was very brief, and, in some instances, .evidently 
superfici.lL Perhaps he was so fully occupied in other public 
business that he had not time to give the records proper atten- 
tion. From this cause, in the latter part of his life, disputes arose 
with regard to land titles. Grants made by the town were some- 
times not recorded; and, in other instances, the description was 
so vague as to occasion controversy. 

The subje6t was finally referred to the General Court for ad- 
justment A petition, signed by twenty-five of the inhabitants, 
dated Oftober 7, 1667, commenced thus: "May it pleafe this 
" honorable Court to vouchfafe fome help to our town of Wo- 
" burn in dividing a lump of this wildernefs earth.^ The Court 
considered the matter; and, on the 31st of the same month, "find- 
" ing great diforder in the town, efpecially touching their town 
"book and keeping of their records, judge it verj' needful that a 
"Committee of this Court be fully impowered for the regulation 
"thereof, and fettling all differcncies amongft them depending 
"thereupon." (Col. Rec. iv. Pt. 2, 355.) A Committee was 
appointed, who reporting, " do find that their votes paflfed, and 
" are on record in their town book, do not fo clearly exprefs the 
"intent of the voters as maj' legally determine the matter;^ and 
hence they recommend certain measures by which the ques- 
tions in dispute are settled^ This affair seems not to have im- 
paired the confidence and esteem in which Captain Johnson was 
held by his fellow-townsmen; for they continued to elefik him 
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Town Clerk, Deputy, and generally Sele6tman, as long as he 
lived. 

His records, during his thirty years of ser\'ice, cover only 
thirty-six pages. The records of his son, Major William John- 
son, who succeeded him as Clerk, and who began immediately to 
bring up the arrears with regard to land titles, cover for the first 
year (1672) fourteen pages. 

The full description of the settlement of Woburn and of the 
church-gathering, which Captain Johnson has given in his book 
(pp. i75-i8i),and in the town records, is an important contribu- 
tion to the early history of New-England; and shows, perhaps 
more minutely than any other original account, the precise 
manner in which the early towns were planted. These local 
organizations were based on no analogies in the English, or other 
European system. They were the natural outgrowth of the 
charafter, the principles, and the necessities of our ancestors. 
Before there was any colonial legislation on the subjeft, these 
little commonwealths, in which local self-government was as- 
sumed, were established. The General Court had merely to 
recognize them, and define their privileges. They are to-day 
the distinguishing features of New-England, and are found in 
portions of the Middle and Western States where New-England 
ideas have penetrated. 

As religion was the first subject considered in founding the 
Massachusetts Colony, so it was in the planting of towns. Before 
any steps were taken for making a new settlement, a sufficient 
number of persons were enlisted in the enterprise to enable them 
to set up and maintain the ordinances of religion. 

"Now,** says Johnson (p. 177), ** to declare how this people proceeded in 
** religious matters, and so confequently all the Churches of Chria planted 
** in New-England, when they came once to hopes of being fuch a competent 
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** number of people, as might be able to maintain a Minifler, they then furcly 
*^ feated themfclves, and not before, it being as unnatural for a right N. E. man 
*' to live without an able Miniilcry, as for a Smith to work his iron without a 
'^ fire : therefore this people that went about placing down a Town, began the 
*^ foundntion-flone, with earned feeking of the Lords alTiflance, b}^ humbling of 
** their fouls before him in daies of prayer, and imploring his aid in fo weighty 
^^ a work. Then they addrefs themfelves to attend counfel of the mod Ortho- 
'* dox and abled Chridians, and more efpecially of fuch as the Lord had already 
" placed in the Minidery, not rartily running together tliemfelves into a Church, 
*^ before they had hopes of attaining an Odicer to preach the Word, and ad- 
^^minidcr the Seals unto them, chofmg rather to continue in feilowdiip with 
'* feme other Church for their Chridian watch over them, till the Lord would 
"be pleafed to provide.'* 

Before the incorporation of the town of Wobum, the date of 
which was September 27, 1642,' all those preliminary steps had 
been taken. A meeting-house and a parsonage had been eredted, 
a pastor chosen, and his support provided for. 

Their ecclesiastical polity, from the first, was Congregational, 
rather than Independent In the gathering of churches, it was 
not customary to admit the whole body of believers, but seven 
discreet persons, previously designated; who, after a rigid per- 
sonal examination, received the fellowship of the neighboring 
churches, and constituted, for the time being, the Church. Others 
were subsequently admitted. Captain Johnson was one of the 
discreet seven. He thus describes their examination (p. 178): — 

** The perfons flood forth, and firfl confefled what the Lord had done for 
" their poor fouls, by the work of his Spirit in the preaching of his Word, and 
** Providences, one by one ; (and that all might know their faith in Chrift was 
"bottomed upon him, as he is revealed in his Word, and that from their own 
'* knowledg) they alfo declare the fame, according to that meafure of under- 
** (landing the Lord had given them ; the Elders, or any other meflengers there 
" prcfcnt qucflion with them, for the better underftaoding of them in any poinU 

> Col. Rcc. ii. 28. (Am. Quar. Reg. xu 1S7), erroneoutly gi^ 

Mr. Chickcring (p. 15), and Mr. Sewall May iS, 164a, at the date of incorpormtion. 
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** they doubt of, which being done, and all fatiffied, they in the name of the 
** Churches to which they do belong, hold out the right hand of fellowHiip unto 
** them, they declaring their Covenaiit, in words exprefled in writing to tliis 
" purpofe." * 

The modest author of Wofider-workiug Providence was the 
most prominent person in this scrutinizing ordeal; and the ac- 
count he then gave of his religious experience is what we need 
to illustrate this narrative. For the want of it, we must be con- 
tent with his brief statement that the congregation and the assem- 
bled ministers were "all fatiffied.^ 

The records of the Woburn Church, previous to 1755, ^^^ '^st; 
but Captain Johnson informs us (p. 180), that, when the book was 
written, the membership had increased to seventy-four, of which 
**the greater part had been converted by the preaching of the 
^*Word in New-England.'' Twelve freemen, who were church- 
members, signed the Town Orders in 1640. Others joined the 
enterprise later. The wives and children, who Were commu- 
nicants, must have been as numerous as the heads of families. 
The early membership, therefore, of the Woburn Church, I think, 
was thirty persons, at least; and the number will compare favorably 
with that of a majority of the churches which are gathered at the 
present day. 

The ordination of the pastor, Mr. Thomas Carter, who '* had 

." been exercifing his gifts of preaching and pra3-er among them 

" in the mean time,'' did not take place at the church-gathering 

in August; but was delayed till the 22d of November, 1642, 

when the same ministers were again assembled. The town, in 

1 Two ^eart later (September, 1644), a of grace in their hearts, on the ground that 
council met at Rowlejr for the ceremony of they had made this declaration when for- 
gathering the Haverhill and Andover mcrly admitted to other churches. The 
churches. The persons who were to con- assembly thereupon broke up without ac- 
ttitute the churches refused to declare pub- complishing what was intended. (Winthropi 
lid/ how the Lord bud carried on the work li. 194; Hubbard, 416; Pelt« i. 535-) 
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the mean time, had been incorporated. This delay gave an oppor- 
tunity for the seven original " pillars " to examine and admit other 
candidates, that all might join in the services of the ordination* 

A question arose at this ordination, on a point of Congrega- 
tional usage, which, at the time, was the occasion of some feeling, 
and subsequently of discussion, in the churches of the Colony. 
The question was, who were the proper officials to administer the 
aft of ordination. If the church had the usual officers (elders, or 
presbyters), these persons would have performed the aft by the 
imposition of hands, notwithstanding some eight or ten ministers 
from the neighboring churches were present. But the church 
had no such officers ; and hence the ceremony was performed by 
two of the lay brethren, one of whom doubtless was Captain 
Johnson himself. He thus describes the ceremony: "After he 
" [the pastor eleft] had excrcifed in preaching and prayer the 
" greater part of the da}-, two perfons in the name of the Church 
"laid their hands upon his head and. faid * We ordain thee 
"Thomas Carter' to be Pallor unto this Church of Chrift'; then 
"one of the Elders Pricft [misprint for pr^/cnt\y being defired 
"of the Church, continued in prayer," etc. 

The question had evidently been considered beforehand; and 
the Church were firm in maintaining the right of lay ordination, in 
opposition to the well-known views of some of the ministers 
present. Governor Winthrop, who was not present, entered in 

' Mr. Carter** settlement in Wobum con- of wr%ant of George Giddint (Mam. Hist. 

tinued for fortj-two vcar», till hi* death. Coll. xxviii. 254). The age of thi» person 

Septembers, 1684, »t the age of 74. He identifies him as the first Pastor of Woburn. 

was educated at St. John's College, Cam- Nicholas Trericc was one of the signers of 

bridge, England, and had his degrees in the Wobum Town Orders, 1640; and be 

1629-30 and 1633 (Savage, in Winthrop, settled in Wobum. The passengers in the 

ii. 91). "Thomas Carter, aged 25 years," •' Planter** brought certificates from the mtn- 

embarked for New-England, at London, ister of Great St. Albans, in Hertfordshire, 

April 2, 1635, in the ''Planter,- Nicholas which may have been Mr. Carter's caiijr 

Trerice, master, in the assumed condition residence. * 
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his Journal, the same day they took place, his disapproval of 
these proceedings: — 

** 32 [November, 1642]. The village at the end of Charlcstown boumis was 
** called Woburn, where they had gathered a church, and this day Mr. Carter 
" was ordained their pastor, with the assistince of the elders of other churches. 
*^ Some diHerence there was about his ordination ; some advised, in regard they 
*^ had no elder of their own, nor any members very fit to solemnize such an ordi- 
** nance, tliey would desire some of the elders of the other churches to have per- 
** formed it ; but others, supposing it might be an occasion of introducing a 
** dependency of churches, etc., and so a presbytery, would not allow it So it 
** was performed by one * of their own members, but not so well and orderly as 
** it ought." (Savage's Winthrop, ii. 91.) 

Governor Winthrop's type of Puritanism — and he represented ^ 
the views of other leading minds of that period — was not in 
complete harmony with the popular sentiments of the Colony. 
He came into it, from the Church of England, without a shock, 
and with old associations still clinging to him.* The majority 
came into it by the stormy road of persecution; and their chief 
aim was to set up an ecclesiastical system as unlike as possible 
the one from which they had been driven. The ordination at 
Woburn was not, as Winthrop recorded, a disorderly proceed- 
ing; but was in conformity with Congregational usage at that 
time. ]Mr. Samuel Skelton and Mr. Francis Iligginson were 
ordained at Salem, in 1629, "by three or four of the gravcft 
"members of the Church.''* Mr. John Wilson was so ordained 

1 Winthrop says *' it was performed by approval of the aA rather than from hU 

cme;^ Johnson says by " /w* perfons." knowledge of the a<Hor. Johnson was not 

Winthrop probably refers to the spokesman, brought in ofTicial conta<5^ with the Governor 

and Johnson to the ivfo laymen who joined till he became a Deputy to the Genera! Court, 

in the imposition of hands. Johnson, being one year later. 

the most eminent citizen of the town, was > Mr. R. C. Winthrop, in '* Life and Let- 
doubtless the spokesman. Winthrop's rather ters of John Winthrop** (ii. 14), f>ayi the 
satirical remark that the church had no Governor ** never renounced the communioa 
*' members very fit to solemnisee such an '* of his fathers.** 
** ordinance," probably grew out of hit dis- * Mass. Hist. Coll. iii. 67. 
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at Charlestown in 1630. Mr. John Cotton, also, at Boston, in 
1633, and Mn Thomas Hooker at New-town, the same year, 
were ordained by laymen in the presence of the clergy. As the 
number of the clergy and of the churches increased, the pra£tice 
gradually went out of use. In the Plymouth Colony, " Mailer 
" Hooke received ordination [at Taunton] from the hands of one 
*^ mailer Bifliop a fchoolmallcr, and one Parker an hufbandman, 
"and then mailer Hooke joyned in ordaining mailer Strcate.^' 

Mr. John Cotton, in his "Way of the Churches in New- 
England,'' 1645, provides for a case like that at Woburn; and, 
having been present on the occasion, had it probably in mind 
when he wrote his chapter on Ordination, pp. 39-41. He says, — 

" When therefore any of the Churches are deilitute of an}- of thefe Officers, 
*' the Brethren of the Church look out from aniongfl themfelves, fuch perfons 
** as are in fome meafure qualificcl. If the Church can finde out none fuch 
•• in their own bo<ly, tliey fend to any other Church for fit fupply, and each 
*' Church looketh at it as their dutie to be mutually helpful! one to another, in 
"yeclding what fupply they may, without too much prejudice to themfelves. . • . 
"Such being recommended to them for fuch a work, they take fomc time 
" of tryall of them. . . . For ever)* man of good gifts is not alwayes endowed 
" with an honed and good heart ; and every good heart is not fitted to dofe 
" (fo fully as were meet) with every good people : Eveiy Key is not fit to 
** open every Lock ; nor ever}- mans gift fit to edifie ever}- people. . . • \\Tien 
" the day [of ordination] is come, it is kept as a day of humiliation, with 
"flifling, praying and preaching i\\e Word, according to the patteme. 
" Towards the clofe of the day, one of the Elders of the Church (if it have 
"any) if not, one of tlie graver Brethren of the Church, (appointed by 
" themfelves to order the worke of the day) ftandeth up and inquireth of the 
" Church, If now . . . they flill continue in their purpofe to eleA fuch a one 
"for their Paftor, or Teacher, or Ruling Elder, whom before they agreed 
"upon. . . . He procecdeth to inquire into the approbation of the reft of 
"Uie AflTcmbly. . . . Now feeing all is clear, he defircth all the Brethren 
" of that Church to declare their Election of him with one accord, by lifting 

1 Lechford, Plaine Dealing, 164a, 4a * 
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**up their hands; which being done, he defireth to know of the partie 
'^chofcn whether he doth accept of that calling. ... He then \vith the 
" Prcfb^-tery [Elders] of that Church (if it have any, if not t\vo or three 
"others of the graved Chriflians amongd the Brethren of tliat Church, 
" being deputed by the body) doe in the name of the Lord Jcfiis ordninc him 
" unto that Office, with impoiition of hands, calling u|x>n the Lord. . . . After 
" this the Elders of their Churches prefent, obfer%-ing the prefcnce of God, both 
** in the duties of that day performed b}* the Officer chofen and ordained, and in 
** the orderly proceeding of the Church in his Election and Ordination, one of 
**them, in the name of all the rell, doth give unto him the right hand of 
^'/elia-u^/hip in the fight of all the Aflcmbly.'* 

Lechford, in "Plaine Dealing,'' 1642 (p. 3), describes a New- 
England ordination as follows: — 

"Then they fet another day [subsequent to the church-gathering] for the 
"ordination of faid officers, and ap|>oint fome of themfclves to impofe hands 
** upon their officers, which is done in a publique day of failing and prayer. 
" Where there are Miniflcrs, or Elders, before, they imi>ofe their hands upon 
** the new Officers : but where there is none, there fome of their chicfeft 
" men, two or tliree, of good rcjwrt amongd them, though not in the Miniflen*, 
" doe, by appointment of the faid Church, lay hands upon them/* 

This was precisely the order observed at the Woburn Ordina- 
tion. Hubbard (p. 409), in noticing the dissatisfa6tion which 
was felt on the occasion, says, " Since that time it hath been more 
"frequent, in fuch cafes, to defire the elders of neighboring 
" churches, by virtue of communion of churches, to ordain . . . 
"where there are no elders before." When Cotton Mather 
wrote his " Ratio Difciplinac," 1726, the custom of lay or plebeian 
ordinations had fallen into disuse.^ 

J Cnptain Johnson has omitted to state — Mr. Mather from Dorchester, and Mr. 
what arrangements were made to entertain Allin from Dcdham, — and traveling vast 
the clergy and other delegates who came to serious matter in those days. Tlie Town 
attend Mr. Carter*s ordination. They doubt- Records of Woburn, however, give the ex- 
less received a generous hospitalitj. Some penses incurred at the ordination of Mr. 
of them came from a considerable distance, Jackson, in 1739. Two of the bills, furnished 
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Captain Johnson took his seat in the General Court, May lo, 
1643, as Deputy from the town of Woburn, which was the first 
session of the Court after the incorporation of the town.* Early 
in the session, he was placed on a Committee, with Captains 
Gibbons, Sedgwick, Cooke, and Dennison,* to consider of some 
orders to put the country into a position for war; to put arms in 
order, to inspe6t fortifications, and to propound such order as 
the}' think of to the Court.' At this session, he was appointed 
" Clerk of the Writs "" at Woburn. On the 7th of September fol- 
lowing, he was appointed one of the three Commissioners, with a 
guard of forty men, to proceed to Shavvomet, to arrest and " bring 
"Samuel Gorton and his company, if they do not give them 
" fatiffiiAion." ^ The Surve}t)r General was ordered to deliver to 
these Commissioners, "or any of them, what they may defire, as 
" needful for themfelves or their company .'^ The}'^ proceeded on 
the expedition, and returned with Gorton and eleven of his com- 
pany under arrest. On the 17th of O^ober, Gorton was arraigned 
as " a blafphemos enemy of the true religion of o' Lord Jefus 
** Chrift & his holy ordinances & alfo of all civill authority among 

b^' Rev. Samuel Sewall, in American Qiiar* several subsequent veart. The firtt populmr 
terly Rcgi&ter, xiv. 263, are at follows : -^ election of town oflkers did not take place 

-T t/ ^ -r « . ^^ ^ , .^-. . . till 1644: and, in the record of that meeting, 

ifienM^^dMrffeH^rrsnndC^iemrnintkTtimerfyfr ^« appointment of a Dcputj IS HOt men- 

Jaehfon'tOrdimuimi. tioncd. Up to this time, the affairs of 

To 433 Dinners it aA a Dinner Ci^ a.6 ^^^ town sccm to have been managed bj' the 

To Suppen and BreakiaAs, 17I oiiio Committee appointed bj tlie Church mt 

ToK«^„gj,hocfa4a.y» ,.•* Charlestown. 

ToSixBamhAJofCyder 4.,,^ , -.^^ ^^ «^r.«„. «f w*ll V««w« 

TojsGaikHttofWine J,o* ^^^•^ "^^ pcrsons of well-known 

To 1 Gallon* of Brandy and 4 GaHons of Rliiim 1.16.0 military experience ; and the association 

To Loaf Succr, Lime Juce, and pipts . . . . i.ia.o of Johnson with them indicates that hU 

^g, ^^ military knowledge was early appreciate!!. 

To Mr. No^Rjdufdfon for Keeping the Min. although his name appears 'in the list M 

t^v::^.^^:^^''^^^^ .^Coodmanjohnfon.- At that time he had 

no military rank in the Colony. 

» The Woburn Records make no mention » Col. Rec H. 39. 

of his eleaion as Deputy for 1643, or for « Idem. 44. 
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" the people of God, & pcrticulerly in this iurifdiftion." * Captain 
Johnson was, at this date, paid £5 for his services.* 

The summary mode in which justice was administered in the 
early days of the Colony occasioned a general feeling of dis- 
quietude on the part of the people.' They desired a Avritten 
code, that they might know what laws they were to obe}', and 
that they might be protefted from capricious arrests and unusual 
punishments. The Magistrates, dependent on popular favor, were 
compelled to give a nominal assent to this reasonable demand; 
and yet they were ver}' well satisfied with matters as they then 
stood, and were in no haste to limit their own prerogatives. By 
annually appointing, from their own number, committees to draw 
up a code, they managed for several 3'cars to postpone all definite 
a6tion in the matter. These committees did nothing, and were 
expe6ted to do nothing. This process of delay commenced in 
March, 1634-5. J<^^" Winthrop and Richard Bcllingham were 
then " desired by the Court to take a view of all orders already 
*' made, and to inform the next General Court, which of them 
** they judge meet to be altered, abreviated, repealed, corrcdled, 
*' enlarged or explained.'' * 

In May, 1635, these persons, with John Haynes and Thomas 
Dudley, were instru6led to make a " draft of fuch laws as they 
** (hall judge needful.'' * Nothing, of course, was done ; and in 
May, 1636, the same persons, with Governor Vane, and, of the 
clergy. Cotton, Peters, and Shepard, were "entreated to make 
" a draft of laws agreeable to the word of God. In the mean 
**time the magiftrates fhall determine all caufes according to the 
"laws now eftabliftied; and,' where there is no law, then as near 
" the law of God as they can." • 

* Col. Rec li. SI. » Sec WinUirop, I. i6a » Idem. I. 147. 

• Idem. «. 53. * Idem. I. 137. • Idem. 1. 174. 
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As usual, nothing praftical came of this entreaty. A code, 
however, on the pattern of " Mofes his Judicials,'' was prepared by 
Mr. John Cotton, and was submitted to the General Court, Ofto- 
ber 25, 1636.* The same was published in London, in 1641, as 
" An Abftraft of the Laws of New England as they are now 
" Eftablifhed.^ This code was never established in New-England. 
It was reprinted in London, by William Aspinwall, in 1655; in 
Hutchinson's Colleftions (pp. 161-179); and in the Massachu* 
setts Historical CoUeftions, v. pp. 173-187. 

Two years later (March, 1637-8), the magistrates take up the 
complaint of ** the want of written laws,'* and devise the strange 
plan that the freemen in every town shall assemble and colleft 
" the heads of fuch neccffary laws as may be fuitable.'' A Com* 
mittee, constituted substantially of the same persons as before, 
with the addition of Nathaniel Ward, William Spencer, and 
William Hawthorn, was raised ** to make a compendious abridgc- 
"nient" of what was received from the towns.* 

Another tvvo j^ears had nearly passed without any results. The 
people became more restless, and their demands could no longer 
be evaded by the useless form of appointing committees of the 
magistrates and the clergy. Governor Winthrop, November, 
^^39 (i- 323), states what the trouble was. " Mod of the magif* 
" trates and some of the elders,'' he says, " arc not very forward 
** in this matter.'' He assigns two reasons. " One was want of 
"fufficient experience of the nature and difpofition of the people.^ 
The second was, that the customs of the Colony, if formally 
expressed in a \vritten code, might be repugnant to the laws of 
England. He reasons thus: "To raife up laws by pra£tice and 
"cuftom had been no tranfgreffion; as in our church difcipline, 
**and in matters of marriage, to make a law that marriages fhould 
"not be folemnizcd by miniflers, is repugnant to the laws of 

' WinUirop, I. acks. « Col. Rec I. ia». 
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^England; but to bring it to a cuftom by practice for the magif* 
^ trates to perform it, is no law made repugnant. At length (to 
" fatifly the people) it proceeded, and the two models [Cotton's 
**and Ward^s] were digefted with divers alterations and addi- 
**tions, and abbreviated and fcnt to every town.** 

On the 5th of November, 16^39, was appointed another Com- 
mittee, consisting of Winthrop, Dudley, Bellingham, of the 
Magistrates, and the six Deputies of Boston, Charlestown, and 
Roxbury.* For the first time, the representatives of the people 
had a controlling voice on the Committee, and the prospect of 
their having a written code grew brighter. Before the Court 
met the following May, ** a breviat of laws had been fent forth to 
" be confidered by the elders and other freemen." This was the 
celebrated Code of " Liberties," drawn up by Mr. Nathaniel 
Ward, of Ipswich; probably in 1638, when he was a member of 
the Committee. By skillful management on the part of the 
Magistrates, final action was del.ayed for another two years. In 
June, 1 64 1, the Governor was appointed to peruse all the laws, 
and make return to the next General Court.^ On the 7th of Oc- 
tober, the Governor and Mr. Hawthorne were " dcfired to fpeak 
"to Mr. Ward for a copy of the liberties, and of the capital laws, 
"to be tranfcribed and fent to the feveral towns.'" On the loth 
of December, 1641, the main question was reached, and "the 
"bodye of laues formerly fent forth amonge the fTreemen, was 
"voted to (land in force.''* 

The "Liberties of the MaflTachufctts Collonie," of 1641, was 
the firft Code of Laws ena6ted in New-England, and formed the 
basis of the later Massachusetts codes and of the laws of other 
colonies. No copy of the Liberties of 1641 is to be found in the 

> Col. Rcc i. 379. * Idem. i. 346. Thi» paragraph, in the 

S Idem. U 33a original record, it in Um handwriting of 

* Idem. i. 340^ Governor Winthrop. 
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archives of the State; and, till within a few3'ears, its existence was 
unknown. It was supposed by many that Mr. Cotton's Abstraft on 
the model of Moses, published in England in 164 1, and reprinted 
by Mr. Aspinwall in 1655, was the Code enacted in 1641. 

Some forty years ago, a manuscript copy of the genuine Lib- 
erties was discovered in the Library of the Boston Athenaeum, 
prefixed to a printed copy of Massachusetts Laws of 1672: and 
it was first printed, in 1843, in vol. xxviii. of the Massachusetts 
Historical Collcftions (pp. 216-237), with an interesting historical 
introduftion b}- Mr. Francis C. Gray, to whom the credit of an- 
nouncing the discovery, if not the discovery itself, belongs. 

It is a faA worth}' of notice, that the Preamble of the Wobum 
Town Orders, adopted December 18, 1640 (which I have copied, 
on pp. Ixxxi-ii, from the handwriting of Captain Johnson), is 
ncarl}- identical with the noble Preamble of the "Liberties of the 
" Maffachufetts Colonic,'' which, as already stated, was not enafted 
till December 10, 1641. The variations, as will be seen from the 
following transcript of each in parallel columns, are merely 
verbal: — 



PREAMBLE OF WOBURX TOWN ORDERS, 
1640. 

The free fruition of such liberties 
and privileges as humanity, civilit}-, 
and Christianity calls for, as due to 
e\*ery man, with his place and pro- 
portion, without impeachment and in- 
fringing, ivhich hath ever been, and 
ever will be, the tranquillity and sta- 
bility of christian commonwealths ; and 
the denial or Uie deprival thereof, the 
disturbance, if not the ruin, of both. 



PREAMBLE OF MASSACHUSETTS UBKR- 
TIES, 1641. 

The free fi*uition of such liberties, 
immunities, and privileges as human- 
ity, civility, and Christianity call for, 
as due to ever}' man, in his place and 
proportion, without impeachment and 
infringement, hath ever been, and ever 
will be, the tranquillity and stability of 
churches and commonwealths; and 
the denial or deprival thereof, the dis- 
turbance, if not the ruin, of both. 



This sublime declaration, standing at the head of the first Code 
of Laws in New-England, was the produftion of no •common 
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intelle£t It has the movement and the dignity of a mind like 
John Milton's or Algernon Sidney's; and its theory of govern- 
ment was far in advance of the age. A bold avowal of the rights 
of man, and a plea for popular freedom, it contains the germ of the 
memorable Declaration of July 4, 1776. 

That Mr. Nathaniel Ward, the lawyer, the clergyman, and the . ^ 
humorist, was the author of the " Liberties of 1641," there can j 
be no doubt. If he was the sole author of the Preamble of his 
Code, he was a greater man than has been claimed by his biog- (> 
raphers. I suspedt, however, that the leading ideas expressed in 
the Preamble originated with some of the acute and advanced 
thinkers of th.tt period in England. 

How came this Preamble in the Woburn Town Orders one year 
before it was adopted by the Massachusetts Colony? Edward 
Johnson was certainly not its author. He had not, at that time, 
any official position in the government. Mr. Ward, in 1638, was 
a member of a Committee to draft a Code; and, the next year, 
copies of his draft were sent out to the several toNvns to be read 
and considered.* The Court on the 13th of May, 1640,' sa}-, tha^ 
" Whereas a breviat of laws was formerly fent forth to be con- 
"fidered by the Elders of the Churches and other freemen of this 
"Commonwealth, it is now dcfired that they will endeavour to 
" ripen their thoughts and counfels about the fame, by the Gen- 
"eral Court in the next eighth month" [December, 1640]. This 
was the month in which the Woburn Town Orders were adopted 
and signed. The Preamble evidently was copied from Mr. 
Ward's draft, then in the hands of the Elders and freemen of 
Charlestown.' 

1 WinUirop, i. 323 ; Col. Rec i. 279. has several grammatical errors ; and one 

* idem. i. 292. vord, ** which *' (italicized in the transcript), 

* The variations in the Woburn Pream- is superfluous. Many copies were made for 
ble from that of the *' Liberties,** as finally distribution ; and the errors are such at a 
adopted, are all for the worse. The former careless copjrist would be likelj to make is 
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An important step in the right direction had now been taken; 
but the people were still impatient under this brief exposition of 
their liberties, and of the large and general powers still remaining 
undefined in the hands of the Magistrates. What they had was 
analogous to the Bill of Rights prefixed to our General Statutes. 
They now demanded specific statutes under these rights. For 
another seven years, the process, already described, of delay, of 
appointing committees of the Magistrates, who did nothing, and 
whose interest was to do nothing, went on.* It was only by the 
energy and perseverance of a few representatives of the people, 
of whom Captain Johnson was perhaps tlie most efficient, that a 
body of Laws was prepared and ratified; and which was printed in 
the year 1648. 

Captain Johnson's name first appears in this connexion, May 
14, 1645,* when three Committees of six persons each, from the 
Counties of Suffolk, Middlesex, and Essex, were appointed to 
meet in their several Counties, to draw up a bodj^ of Laws, and 
' present them to the next General Court. The Deputies, the 
following May,' thankfully accepted what had been done, and 
appointed a new Committee of six to condense the same. Cap- 
tain Johnson was the only Deput}' placed on this Committee;* 
but the work went on; and the Committee completed their 

an involved and stately sentence. Some ^ Mr. F. C. Grar, in his interesting paper 

of the changes •— as the insertion of ** im- on the '* Early Laws of Massachusetts'* (in 

"munities*— m.ny have been made in the Mass. Hist. Coll. xxviii.), in no instance 

original draft, at a subsequent period, and mentions Captain Johnson in conne^on 

before its enaamenL with the laws of 1648. He gives (p. 3 10) 

If an^- evidence were needed to prove that the names of several persons on this Commit<- 

the manuscript in the Boston Athenxum tee, but omits Johnson's. On the next page. 

Library is a true copy of the *• Liberties of quoting from the Records, he gives the names 

•* X641," tlie faas mentioned would tend to of all the other members of the Committee 

confirm its authenticity. Later drafts begin, appointed May 26, 1647, and again omiu 

" Forasmuch as the free fruition," etc Johnson's. He probably did not know who 

> See Col. Rcc ii. ai, 22, 39, 61. Edward Johnson was, and considered the 

' Idem. ii. 109. * Idem. iii. 75. name of no importanot. 
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labors. In November, 1646,* "the Court, being deeply senfi- 
"ble of the earned expe£lation of the country in general for 
" this Courts completing of a body of laws . . . willing alfo to 
"their utmoft to anfwer their honed and hearty defires therein . . . 
"whereby we maj^ manifed our utter diflatiifadtion to arbitrary 
" government,'' appointed another Committee, of which Captain 
Johnson was not a member, to perfeft what already "are drawn 
**up . . . thereby to make way for printing our laws.^ The 
working-man had been dropped from the Committee, and hence 
little or nothing was done. 

On the 26th of May, 1647, the record of the Court is as fol- 
lows:* "The Court underftanding that the Committee for perfeft- 
" ing the laws, appointed at the lad General Court, through flraits 
" of time and other things interveaning, have not attained what 
" they expefted, and on all hands fo much dcfired,'' proceed to 
appoint a Committee of six " to do the fame againd the next fcf- 
" fions of the 8th mo. or the next General Court.'' The Com- 
mittee was the same as the preceding one, except that Captain 
Johnson was restored. The work was completed within the time 
specified, and was put to press during the summer of 164S. On 
the 27th of Oftober, 1648, an order was passed,' direfting how 
" the Book of the Laws now at the prefs ftiall be fold and diftri- 
"buted." We see, therefore, that, when Captain Johnson was on 
the Committee, then, and only then, efficient progress was made 
in the work. 

In Wonder-working Providence^ Captain Johnson has an entire 
chapter (pp. 205-6) on the completion of this first printed edition 
of the Massachusetts Laws.* He s.i3's, with an air, seemingly, of 

1 Idem. it. 168; Hi. 84. take in the date of the appointment of 

* Idem. K. 196. three County Committees. 'Iliis appoint- 

' * Idem. iii. 144. ment was made in 16459 and not in 

^ He» or his printer, has made a mis- 1646. 
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personal triumph, " In the year 1648 they were printed, and now 
" are to befcen of all mcnP This statement is so far from being 
true in our day, that not a single copy of the Massachusetts 
Laws of 1648 is known to be in existence. It is by no means 
improbable that one may yet come to light He who shall dis- 
cover it, will find a priceless treasure, and will excite the envy of 
antiqu<aries and book-colle6lors. 

I do not claim that Captain Johnson was the chief cpmpiler of 
the Massachusetts Laws of 1648. In legal knowledge and 
literary training, he was excelled by other persons who were 
engaged with him in the work. But he was the man thoroughly 
in earnest that the Laws should be written out and printed. He 
understood the wants of the people, and furnished the demo- 
cratic impetus which the enterprise so much needed. His 
practical common-sense was useful in thwarting impra£ticable 
suggestions, and in harmonizing conflifling opinions. There 
was also much work to be done in transcribing, collating, and 
condensing the various drafts submitted. 

The Court Records of the session commencing March 1, 
1647-8, has the following entry (ii. 231): " Leift. Johnfon, upon 
"his requeft (being preffed w*** many urgent occafions) is dif- 
" miffed fro" any furth' attendance on y* ser\ice of y* Co'te.^ 
The Deputies' Records for this session, which might throw light 
on the nature of the pressing business tli.it required his ab^ 
sence from Court, are unfortunately missing. Something — prob- 
ably the same business — prevented his attendance at the next 
General Court, which met on the loth of May following; and 
hence John Wright was appointed in his stead as Deputy from 
Woburn (iii. 121). This was the only year, from 1643 to 1672, 
in which Captain Johnson did not have a seat in the General 
Court What was this urgent business? His whole time was 
engrossed in public duties, either for the Town or the Colony. 
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The Woburn Records show that there was no town business that 
required his special attention. On the other hand, he so negle6ted 
the town records for the year 1648, that he did not even enter the 
proceedings of the annual March meeting, when town officers 
and the Deputy were chosen. It is highly probable that he was 
wholly absorbed during the Spring, Summer, and Fall in revising 
and printinjB^ the Massachusetts Laws of 1648.^ 

It is evident, from the many similar Committees on which 
Captain Johnson subsequently served, that his knowledge and 
good judgment in legal matters were held in high esteem by his. 
associates. The duties of some of these Committees were as 
follows: — 

19 June, 1650. — "To draw vp iniliii<5lions for o* honoured commiflionoi* 
" [of the United Colonies] for thcire direclions agaynfl the time when the com- 
" miffione" of all the colonies shall meete.** (iii. 201.) 

2j May, 165 1. — "To drawe vp inftruccons for our honnord comiflioners" 
as before, (iv. Pt. i, 45.) 

9 June, 1654. — "To drawe vp feueral letters to his highnes the Lord Pro- 
•• teiftors letter, y* letter for }'• gent" of y* corporation, & M' Winflows," etc. 
(iv. Pt X, 196.) 

I June, 1661. — " To consider & debate fuch matter or thing of puhlickc con- 
^^cemment touching our pattent, lawes, privilcdges, & duty to hi^ maj*' as they 
** in theire wifdome fhall judge mod expedient, & drawe vp the refiilt of thcire 

' There is no record that Captain John- been. We have the Court Records and the 

son was paid for this serx'ice ; but there is Deputies' Records covering this period, 

a record of compensation granted, ii May, Business recorded in one is often omitted in 

1649, to Mr. Joseph Hill, of Maiden, who the other, and the Treasurer's accounts are 

also was employed on the work, as follows : not given in either. Tlie appointment of the 

** Mr. Jofeph Hill is graunted, at a gratuity. Committee of May 26, 1647, who completed 

" tenn pounds, to be paid him out of the the printed laws of 1648, is omitted from the |^ 

" treafury, for his paines about the printed Deputies' Records. Mr. Hill was not a | 

*' lawes." (iii. 163.} Nothing appears in the Deputy in 1649, *"d Captain Johnson was, 

records that the printers, or other persons which may explain why a special appropria- 

employed, were paid ; yet they must have tion was made in Mr. Hill's favor. 
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** apprehenfions, & prefent the fame to the next feilion for confideration & appn>. 
^^bation, that fo (if the will of God be) wee may fpeake & a6l the fame thing, 
*^ bccomcing prudent, honed, confcientious, & faithful menu** (iv. PL 2, 24.) 

31 May, 1670. — " Whereas there is great want of law bookes for the vfe of 
*^ the feuerall Courts and inhabitants in this jurifdi^tion at prefent, & very few^ 
*^ of them that are extant or compleat, conteyning all lawes now in force amongft 
**vs, it is therefore ordered by this Court that [the persona named] are ap- 
^^ pointed to be a committee to per\'fe all our lawes now in force, to colleA & 
** drawe vp any literal! erro's, or mifplacing of words or fentences therein, or 
** any libertjcs infringed, and to make a convenient table for the ready finding 
** of all things therein, that fo they may be fitted fibr the preife, & the fame to 
•* prefent to the next fession of this Court.** (iv. Pt 2, 453.) 

The Committee last named reported on the 12th of Odober, 
1670. Various correftions and additions were submitted, and 
the Code was printed in 1672. Captain Johnson appears to have 
taken no part in tlie preparation of the Code of 1660. Major- 
Gcncral Daniel Dennison made that revision, and prepared the 
Index, (iv. Pt i, 337, 350.) 

The various offices which Captain Johnson filled in the town 
of Wobum indicate the rcspedl in which he was held by his 
fellow-citizens. For thirty years he was not only their Town 
Clerk and Representative in the General Court, but he usually 
was Chairman of the SelcAmen, and one of the three ^ Commif- 
"fioncrs for ending fmall caufes."^ In Oftober, 1648, at the 
requcft of the Town, he was appointed by the Court " to fee 
"people join in marriage;''* and the appointment was renewed 
from year to year. In 1649, his duties were thus expressed: 
" To join fuch in marriage there as (hall be publifhed there 
"according to law.''' In 1656, any one of the " Commiflioners 

> The Commissionert* jumdiaion was wards extended to forty shillings. (Idem. 

originalljr limited to canes where the value L 357.) 

in question did not exceed twenty shillings. « Col. Rec. H. 35S. 

(Col. Rec i. 23^) The limit was aOer^ • Idem. il. 283. The legal mode of pub- 
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"for ending fmall caufes'' could legalize marriages in towns 
where no Magistrate dwelt, provided two of the Commissioners 
were present (Idem. iii. 298.) 

When not in attendance at Court, Captain Johnson was em- 
ployed in running boundary' lines, locating land grants, and a6ting 
as referee in cases of disputed titles. He evidently was skilled in 
the duties of land-surveyor. Much of this work was assigned by 
the General Court; and for it he probably received but little 
compensation. When the first assembly of Deputies met, in 
May, 1634, no provision, as in the English House of Commons, 
was made for their pa3\ In March, 1634-5, before the end of the 
first session, it was ordered that " the charges of dyett," during 
the term of every Court, be paid out of the treasur}\ (Col. Rcc. 
i. 142.) In OAobcr, 1636, the rule was changed, and the charge 
for Deputies* board was laid upon the towns " to cafe the publick.'* 
(Idem. i. 183.) This order was rescinded the following March, 
and the charge was again "bourn by the country.*' (Idem. 
i. 187.) In May, 1638, it w^as ordered that ever}* town shall bear 
the charges of their own Magistrates and Deputies; that a Magis- 
trate shall be allowed 3* 6* a day, and a Deputy 2* 6** a day 
"for their dyot and lodging.** (Idem. i. 228.) The Deputies 
received no other remuneration than board and lodging, con- 
cerning which the Records give many curious details.* 

lication WM to announce "the intention of month for default in providing the. latter. 

** the parties three times at fome public lee- (Idem. i. 275.) 

" ture or town meeting, where the parties or > Tlie following order was p.iKscd Nor. 3, 

*' either of them do ordinariljr rciide, and in 1654 ' '* Whereas it is judged mod comW, 

'* towns where no leAures are, then the in* " convenient, & conduceable to the difpatch 

**tention is to be fet up in writing upon " of publick fcr\-ice, that the Deputies of jr* 

^ fome poft Aanding in public view, and ** Gen" Court fhould d^xtt together, efpecitl- 

*' ufed for fuch purpofe onljr, and there to " Ijr at dinner, it is therfore ordrcd, that the 

*' ftand, fo as it majr eafiljr be read, bjr the " Deputies . . . fhall all be provided for at 

•« fpace of fourteen da^s." Towns having •* the Shipp Taueme, at Boston, in rcfpcA to 

DO weekl/ ledhire, and not furnishing a " dynner, & y* they shall all acconlinglj 

matrimonial post, were fined ten shillings a *' d/ne together, & that Lieut Phillips, the 
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The Town of Woburn not only made provision for their Depu- 
ty's "dyet'' (^when the laws required it), but, in view of his 
arduous and unrequited services, voted him a salary besides, as 
appears from an entry in its Records on "the 8th of 3 mo. 1645: '^ 
" It was ordered that thofe which are chofen deputys for to fame 
" at y* gcnerall Courtc (hall have Jixpence for euery da)rs feruis 
" they fpcnd at y Court, as well for what is pad as what is to 
" come, befide their Ay^tP On account of the difficulty of pro- 
curing silver to pay the Deputy's board, com was sometimes sent 
to Boston for payment." 

Before the close of the centur}% the salary of the Woburn 
Deputies was increased to two shillings, and again to three shil- 
lings a day. Unless Captain Johnson had been possessed of con- 
siderable propeit}', he could not, on a salary of sixpence a day^ 
have scr\ed the public so many j-ears. 



Captain Johnson, on p. 211, speaks of Mr. Marmaduke Mat- 
thews, who had preached at Hull ** till he loft the approbation of 
^'fome able underllanding men, among both Magiftrates and 
" Miniftcrs, by weak and unfafe expreffions in his teaching, yet 



"keeper of faid tauerne, ihalbe pavd for 
"j-* fame bv the Tn?afurer for the tvinc 
"being, bv difcounting the fame in the cut- 
•• tome of wvne payable bv the faid Lieut 
"Phillipp», & that the Trvafurer (halbe 
"repaid br the fcueral townes." 

" An agreement made with Lieut Phillips 
"br the Deputes now aflembled in Gen" 
•* Court, Uiat the Dep«*^ of the next Court of 
" Eleaion (hall fit in the new court cham* 
"ber, & be dveted w<^breakfaft, dj^nner, & 
*' supper, w«* wine, & bccre betweene mealct, 
" w«k fire & bed«, at the rate of three Ihillingt 
••per day, fo many as take all their dyct as 
•' afforefaid at faid howfe, but such as onlj 
•• dyne, & not fupp, to pay eyghtccn pence for 



'* their dynners with wine, & beere betwixt 
"meales; but by wine is intended a cupp 
" each man at dy nner & supp, & no more. 

"Lieut Phillips did accept of this, & 
" agreed thereto, w«* this prorifo, that onlj 
"fuch as had all their dyet there ibould 
" haue beere betweene meales, & alfo rppon 
" extraordinary pccafion he might haue the 
"rfe of the great court chamber." (CoU 
Rec iii. 352-3.) 

> In 1674 ^€*« items appear r ''The 
" Town Dr. to deputy's dyet £o2.os4)a To 
"Gerlhom Flagg for bringing downe Come 
"for deputy*s dyet, £(x>.o2.oa'* In 1676, 
"To deputy's dyiet aleuen weicks, filvcr 
"advamxd, £5.2^" 
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" notwithilanding he was called to the office of a Pallor at Mal- 
" den, although fome Neighbour-churches were unfatifficd there* 
"with, 'for it is the manner of all the Churches of Chrift here 
" hitherto, to have the approbation of the Sifter-churches, and of 
" the civil Government in the proceedings of this nature.'* 

This was a marked case in the ecclesiastical history of the Colo- 
ny; and Captain Johnson was one of the Committee Jippointcd by 
the General Court to investigate and report upon it. The aftion 
of the Court in the matter was a high-handed piece of interference, 
if not of tyranny, even for those times; and we can hardly under- 
stand how the Captain, whose aAion at the organization of the 
Woburn Church, as we have seen, went almost to the freedom 
of Independency, could have done otherwise than protest and 
vote against it On one occasion,* the names of those who voted 
in the negative are given, and his name is not among the number. 
He may have been absent when the vote was taken ; but I think 
it more than probable that he sustained the report of his Commit- 
tee, and voted with the majority. For nearly ten years he had 
been a law-maker in the Colony, and the possession of power 
naturally tends to consen'atism. During those ten years the 
ecclesiastical system was gradually changing from a liberal to a 
rigid Congregationalism; and the Puritans of New-England — 
in distinction from the Separatists or Pilgrims — held to the right 
of the civil government to regulate ecclesiastical matters. That 
he regarded Mr. Matthews as an able and honest, though impru- 
dent, man, appears in his narrative, and also in this "meeter:" 

*^ Coiiipleating of Chrifls Churches is at hand, 
^^ Matheivs (land up, and blow a certain found, 

** Warriours are wanting Babel to withfland, 

** Chrifls truths maintain, 'twill bring thcc honors crown'd.** • 

1 October 14, 1651. Col. Rcc. iii. asa bcr, 1638. O^*»nthrop, i. 273.) Mr. Wo- 

s Mr. Matthews came from the west of throp speaks of him as a ** godljr minifler/ 

England, and arrived in Boston in Septem* He removed to the Pl^-mouth Colonjr (Lccb- 
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In June, 1652, "for the better difcovery of the north line of our 
** patent,'' it was ordered that Captain Simon Willard and Captain 
"Johnson be appointed as Commiflioners to procure fuch artifts 
" and other afliftants as they (hall judge meet to go with them, to 
" find out the moft northerly part of Merrimack River, and that 
"they be fupplied with all manner of neceffaries by the Treafurer 
" fit for their journey, and that they ufe their utmoil (kill and ability 
" to take a true obfen-ation of the latitude of the place, and that 
" they do it with all convenient fpced, and make return thereof at 
"the next feffions of this Court'' (iv. Pt i, 98.) 



ford, Plaine Dealing, 41), and preached for 
some jears at Yarmouth. 11 is name first 
appears in the Colonjr Records, Mav, 1649 
(ill* I53)f in a petition of the inhabitants of 
Hull for encouraging Mr. Matthews to preach 
among thera. The Court votes that he shall 
not return to Hull, nor reside among them, 
and shall be admonished by the Governor 
in the name of the Court, ibr several errone- 
ous, \veak, inconvenient, and unsafe expres- 
sions, (iii. 159.) Soon after, he is invited 
to preach at Maiden. He gives satii^faAion 
to the Church, and is solicited to become 
their Pastor. The neighboring churches 
and the magistrates protest against it. The 
Church, zealous for what they consider their 
rights, proceed to settle him. The Church 
and Pastor are summoned into Court to 
answer for these irregular proceedings. An 
opportunity is given the parties to retrai^ 
and apologize, (iii. 203.) This not being 
done, tlic Court fmcs the Church £50, to be 
levied on the estates of three persons (one of 
them is Mr. Joseph Hill, the town Deputy); 
and the three persons are empowered to col- 
let proportions of said sum from other 
members of the Church. Mr. Matthews it 
fined £10, and the execution of judgment 
is respited till other goods appear besides 
booka. (iii. 357.} Mr. Matthews makes an 



apology ; but *' not fuch, and fo full as mif ht 
** be expeifted. yet the Court are willing lb to 
" accept of it nt prefent as to pass it by; and 
" for the remitment of the fines, they iet no 
'*caufe to grant their requeft therein, the 
"country being put to fo great troubto, 
** charge and expenfe in the hearing of the 
'* caufe as far funnounts the fines." (iii. 276.) 
In Oaober, 1653, Mr. Hill petitions for 
the nrmitment of the fines. Mr. Matthews** 
fine is remittedf and £10 from that of the 
Church, (iii. 394.) In May, 1655, £13.6^ of 
the Church's fine had not beep paid. Mr. 
Hill and others again petition that the 
amount due be remitted, and *' humbly ac» 
" knowledge the olTenfe.** The ansm-er is as 
follows : **The Court doth well approove and 
'* accept of the peticioners acknowledgments 
**of theire irregular agings in thofe tiines» 
**but vndcrdanding much, if not moft, of 
** the fine being pajd for, & that the reft ie 
** fecured and fhould long fince haue hina 
'* pajd in, they fee not cawse to graunt theire 
" rcquefl in tliaf (iv. PL I, 336) 

Mr. Hill had been a member of the Gen- 
eral Court for seven years, and had beea 
Speaker of the House of Deputies. The 
next year five hundred acres of |and were 
granted to him for money paid, and for aer* 
vices to the country, (iv. Pt i* 271.) 
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Complaints had been made by the proprietors of the M;ison and 
Gorges patents that the Massachusetts men were encroaching 
upon their jurisdiction; for they had crossed the Merrimack, and 
planted themselves at Portsmouth, Hampton, Dover, and Exeter, 
and wherever they found favorable locations. They had even 
passed the Piscataqua, and taken up their residence at Kittcry 
and York. Frona their numbers, their energy, and their taft in 
organizing government, they soon obtained a controlling influence 
in all the settlements in the territory which is now New-Hamp- 
shire and Maine. 

While the Mason and Gorges claimants and their leading men 
demurred at this intrusion, the old settlers generally favored the 
new order of events, as it gave them an established government, 
and allied them to the vigorous Colony of Massachusetts Bay. 
After much controversy, the Massachusetts Colony took these 
towns. under their protection, on the ground that the terms of 
their Charter gave them the requisite jurisdiction. This they 
proved to their own satisfaction, if they were not so fortunate as 
to bring their opponents into the same belief The Massachusetts 
Patent of 1628 defined the northern boundary of the Colony as 
" three Englilh miles to the northward of faid river called Mcrri- 
" mack, or to the northward of any and every part thereof, from 
"the Atlantic Ocean to the South Sea [Pacific Ocean] on the 
" weft part'' Little was known of the Merrimack River in i628. 
Its course near the coast was easterly, and the supposition natu- 
rally was that this was its general course in any and every part 
thereof.^ Such is not the faCL It rises in the mountains of 
New-Hampshire; and its course, till within thirty miles of the 
coast, is from the north. Whatever might have been the word- 
ing of the Patent, there can be little doubt as to the intention of 
the makers of the instrument — which was, that the northern 

1 Hutchinson** ColleAiont, 43a. 
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boundary should be three miles north of the river, whatever its 
course might be; and that, three miles from the most northerly 
part, the line should extend due west to the South Sea. The 
Massachusetts Government chose to give the phraseology of the 
Patent a technical interpretation, which brought the disputed ter- 
ritory within their own limits. They claimed that, east and west 
from a point three miles north of any part of the Merrimack 
River, their northern, like their southern boundary, was a 
straight line. What, then, was the most northerl}' part of the 
river? Captain Johnson, an experienced land-sun^eyor, and 
Captain Willard, with assistants, were appointed to explore the 
river, and fix that point. Captain Johnson knew more of the river 
than any public man in the Colony. On his first visit to Nevr- 
England, he had traded there with the Indians; and perhaps his. 
acquaintance with some of the chiefs might have facilitated the 
objefts of the expedition. As the region to be explored was 
unsettled by Englishmen, the journey through a trackless wil- 
derness was attended with no little risk and hardship. With two 
Indian guides, the}' traced the river to where it issues fi-om Lake 
Winnipiseogee; and, at a point three miles further to the north, 
found the latitude to be 43® 40' i z"} The party started in June, 
1652. They, determined the latitude at the lake on the ist of 
August; and they made their report to the Court on the 19th 
of Oftober. Their bill of charges was paid, and Captain Johnson 
received twenty marks [£13. 6s. 8d.] as a gratuity for his 
" pajnes.'* 

On the b.isis of this report, tvvo experienced navigators were 
appointed to fix " the northerly bounds of our patent upon the fea 
"coaft.'' They made their obser\-ations 06tober 29, 1653, and 
set up the proper bounds on " Upper Clipboard Ifland,* about a 

* Col. Rec iv. Pt. 1, 109; Pt 2, 242. Fol- * Col. Rcc It. Pt. i, 307. ^ 

•om*i Documentt, 65. 
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"quarter of a mile from the mAin in Cafco Bay,** a point so far 
north that it covered the whole territory in dispute. The settle- 
ments therein were comprised in the Massachusetts County of 
Norfolk, and were regularly represented, for the next twenty-six 
years, by their deputies in the General Court at Boston. So far 
as Maine is concerned, Massachusetts maintained its jurisdiflion 
till the admission of the State into the Union in 1820. The 
extinguishment of the Gorges claim' has already been described 
(p. Iv). New Hampshire was constituted a separate province 
by Charles II., in 1679. 

As an indication of the nature and extent of Captain Johnson's 
public services, I will specify a few of them, commencing with 
the first session of 1652. May 27, he was made chairman of a 
Committee "to lay out the bounds of Andover^ (iii. 272); and, 
May 31, he was put on a Committee to repair the Fort at Castle 
Island, (iii. 277.) At the same session, he was appointed a Com- 
missioner to determine the northern boundary of the Colony (as 
before mentioned), — a duty which consumed nearly four months' 
time. Odlober 19, he was placed on a commission " for the lay- 
" ing out of three thoufand acres of land granted to Mr. Winthrop 
^ and his wife, at Shawfliin." (iii. 290.) In May, 1653, he scnxd 
on three Committees : "To devife how the expcnfes of the Court 
**maybe diminilhed'' (iv. Pt. i, 135); "To layout the Indian 
"Plantation petitioned for by Mr. John Eliot" (idem. 137); and 
"To confider whether the Commiflioners of the United Colonies 
" have power, by the articles of agreement, to determine the juf- 
" ticc of ofTenfive or vindictive war, and to engage the Colonics 
"therein.'' (Idem. 141.) In September he was placed on a Com- 

1 The Gorget claim it fulljr treated in MassacbuKettt proprietor in fee. Tlie School 
Col. Rec iY. Pt a, 356-243, and r. 108-113. Fund of the State hat been made chiefly bjr 
Its purchatey on the Crown't theory, made the tale of landt thut acquired in Maine. 
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mittce "to examine the ftate of the College in all refpedls.'* Eight 
subjects of inquiry were specified. The sixth was " To direft 
" fomc way how the ncceffary officers, as fteward, butler, and cook 
^ may be provided for, that fo the fcholars commons may not be 
"fo fliort as now they are occafioned thereby.*** (Hi. 33 1-**) 
Captain Johnson (p. i68) alludes to complaints on the matter of 
the College Commons; yet he compliments Mr. Dunster, who 
was President from 1640 to 1654, for "having a good* infpeftion 
" into the well-ordering of things for the Students maintenance 
" (whofe commons hath been very fhort hitherto) by his frugal 
"providence hath continued them longer at their Studies then 
"otherwife they could have done; and verily it's great pity 
"fuch ripe heads as many of them be, fhould want means to 
"further them in learning.*'* As the Committee of 1653 was 
clothed "with full powers to a6t in all the premifes, to regulate 
" and rcAify any thing that is out of order in the faid College,** no 
report of their proceedings was entered in the Records. 

Some estimate may be formed of Captain Johnson's services, 
during the thirty years of his public life, from the foregoing 
schedule of duties laid upon him by the General Court in the 
two years mentioned, when the relations between the Colony and 
the home government were perhaps more cordial and firiendly 

1 Mr. Savage (Winthrop, !. 310) gives a " not my will, confcnte." In a petition to 

vtry droll confession, made in 1639, ^y ^I^** ^^ General Court in October, 1650 (iti. 3l4)t 

** President** Eaton, who was charged with it appears that his salary had not been paid 

keeping the College students on a mean for two jreart. 

and scanty diet *' The commons of the It is singular that Captain Johnson, with 

** students,** Mr. Savage adds, '* have often his ample pecuniary means and his appro- 

''been a matter of complaint; but, I believe, ciation of learning, did not educate one or 

** have ne%'er since occupied the attention of more of his sons at the College. William, 

" the Government of the State." who subsequently took a leading part in tbe 

* Mr. Dunster appears not to have main* government of the Colony, was but fourteen 

tained the reputation of his commissar}* de- ytzn of age when his father came into pub- 

partment to the end of his administration, lie life; and a liberal education would have 

He could say, however, ** My poverty, but contributed much to hit usefulnett* 
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than at any earlier or later period. If the record of his useful 
and unobtrusive life had closed here, we should hardly have sus- 
pe6ted that he possessed those qualities which fitted him to be a 
leader in the most critical period in the history of the Massachu- 
setts Colony. 

In the stormy epoch from 1661 to 1665, when the Charter and 
the liberties of the Colony were assailed by the combined inge- 
nuity and malice of the restored English hierarchy, we find him 
uniformly put forward by his associates as one of the most promi- 
nent a£tors. Every thing dear to the colonists was at stake. A 
single a6t of concession on any vital issue, or one of rash impru- 
dence, would have been fatal. A more difficult problem — how 
to maintain, on the one hand, the chartered rights of the Colony; 
and, on the other, to yield a nominal obedience to the demands 
of the Crown — was never presented to human ingenuity. That 
the Colony emerged from this trial with its Charter unrevoked 
and its liberties unimpaired, must be ascribed to the eminent 
ability and the sagacious diplomacy with which the colonists 
carried on their part of the controversy. I purpose to show the 
part which Captain Johnson took in these events.* 

The restoration of Charles II., in 1660, was an event that 
promised nothing auspicious to the Massachusetts Colony. 
Charles I., in the later 3^ears of his reign, was too much occu- 

1 The following are a few of the inter- located, (iv. rt. 2, 23.) In 0«5lobcr, 1663, 

vening incidents of hit life :-* another grant of two hundred acres was 

In Ma)r, 1657, he was appointed Trial- made to him. (Idem. 90.) In O6ober, 1659 
justice for Middlesex County. (Col. Rec (at the death of John Johnson, of Roxbury, 
iv. Pt. 1, 288.} In Maj» 1658, three hun- who had held the potiition for eighteen 
dred acres of land were granted to him, j'ears). Captain Johnson was appointed 
in consideration of his public ser^-ices, to Surxevor-General (iv. Pt. 1, 391), an ofB- 
be laid out *' where he can find it** (Idem. cer having in charge the arms, ordnance, 
339.) Omitting to locate his grant, he was ammunition, and military »tores of the Col- 
warned, in May, 1660, that, if he negleAt ony. The appointment, which at first was 
it further, he will lose it (Idem. 425.) In temporary, was renewed at tlie Court of 
June, x66i, the grant was confirmed and Eledtion the following May. 
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pied in tioubles at home, to give attention to American affairs. 
During the Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, the colonists had 
in the great Puritan chieftain a friend and staunch supporter. 
For nearly twenty years, the Colony had been suffered to itian- 
aire its own concerns, with but little di6tation from the mother 
country. 

Soon after the news of the Restoration was received, intelli- 
gence came that sundry petitions and complaints against the 
Colony had been preferred to the King in Council and to Parlia- 
ment. At the session of the Court in June, 1661, a Committee 
was appointed, of which Captain Johnson was a member, "to 
" confulcr and debate fuch matter or thing of publick concem- 
"nient, touching our Patent, la\vs, privileges, and duty to his 
"Majefly as they in their w^fdom fhall judge mod expedient.'* 
(iv. Pt. 2, 24.) Further charges against the Colony soon arrived, 
with an order from the King, that messengers be sent to England 
to make answer. The Court held a special session, December 
31, 1 66 1, when Mr. Simon Bradstreet and Mr. John Norton were 
named as the messengers, and some brief general instrudtions 
were agreed upon. The Court then adjourned, having appointed 
a committee of five, of which Captain Johnson was also a mem- 
ber, with full powers to do what remained more particularly to 
be done in ** removing obflacles'* (for the messengers named 
were verj* relu6lant to accept the commission), preparing special 
instru6tions, drafting letters, raising funds, &c. "AVhatfoever they 
" [the Committee] fliall vnder theire hands aft & determine, this 
"Court doth hereby engage to performe. And further, it is 
"ordered, that the Governor fign the commiflion & inftruftions 
" in the name of this Court, and that the fecretir}'' [of the Court] 
" be prefcnt w*** the fajd Committee, to receive & take the refult 
"of what they (hall doe, and put the lame vpon file, as the records 
" of this Court'' (Idem. 39.) 
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The Committee met at "Ancor taverne,'' in Boston, January 4, 
1661-2, and continued its sessions till February 7.* A ship ready 
to sail was detained by the Committee till further orders. Letters 
were drafted in the name of the Governor to his Majesty, to Lord 
Say-and-Seal, to the Earl of Clarendon, and to the Earl of Manches- 
ter; and also tlie messengers' commission and instru6tions. In the 
name of the General Court, %vith the signature of the Secretary, 
letters to Mr. Henry Pelham and nine other friends of the Colony 
in England were prepared. In case the agents should not em- 
bark, the Committee wrote a letter, in the name of the Governor, 
to Colonel Thomas Temple, and, in their own name, to Mr. Rich- 
ard Saltonstall and others. 

On the 28th of January, the agents signified their readiness to 
embark. The despatches were ready, with the exception of the 
official signature of the Governor. Governor Endicott and Depu- 
ty-Governor Bellingham had both been appointed members of the 
Committee; but, not favoring the measure of sending messengers 
to England, they declined, after repeated solicitations, to meet or 
aft with the other members. They doubtless supposed, that this 
course, in conneftion with the rcluftance of the agents, would 
result in defeating the projeft. Finding, however, that the Com- 
mittee was not thus to be thwarted, the Governor flatly refused 
to sign the documents prepared. Whereupon the Committee 
addressed to the Governor the following letter : — 

** Whereas the generall court hath feene meetc to impower us to difpatch 
** their meflengers Mr. Bradflrcet and Mr. Norton for the negotiation with his 
** Majefly, all which is now prepared, wee hope to their content^ and thcmfclves 
** have declared their readines to attend tliat fervice, there remaining now noth- 
** ing wanting but' your ligning thereof. We underdand by the fccretary you 
** have a fecond time declined ; now that we may not be found wanting in our 

1 The *' Proceedings of the Committee" hi full are in •Hutchinion's ColIeAion, pp* 
345-374- 
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** dut}', wcc have againe fent to your worfliip, dcfiring your finall anfwer con- 
** ccrning the pcrfc<5liiig tlirrcof according to the truft repofed in you by the 
** gcncrall court, which if you (hall yet rcfufe the whole bufines will be frul^ 
*< trated, and wee fearc his Majefly greatly inccnfcd, our enemies advantaged, 
*• our friends difcouraged, the chief power of this colony difappointed, many of 
** its eminent fcr\'ants grieved, and above all our God diflionored, which wee 
•* pray may be avoyded. So we reft your friends and fervants. 

•* Sir, Wee crave your anfwer by the gentlemen whom wee have intreated 
**to be the bearers tlicreof, that no unnccelfary charge may accrue to the 
«* country by a furtlier demurrage of the (hip." (Hutchinson*^ ColleAion, 
P- 364-5-) 

The firmness of the Committee was more than the Governor 
could resist. The result appears in a memorandum annexed: 
" This letter was fent to the Governor by Mr Edw. Tyng and 
" Capt. Tho. Savage, who returned the anfwer that the fecretary 
" fhould come to the Governor on the morrow morning about 8 
" of the clock, and he would fign all as is defired. Which was 
" done accordingly.** 

The messengers sailed on the nth of February. They were 
graciously received by the King, and returned in the autumn^ with 
a letter to the Colony, in which his Majesty expressed himself 
satisfied with the "loyalty, duty and good affeftion** contained 
in the addresses prepared by the Committee. He confirmed the 
Patent, and declared himself ready to renew it under the great 
seal of England, whenever they may desire it. He granted a 
full pardon for all offenses (except high treason) committed 
against him during the late troubles. He required, however, 
that all laws derogatory to his authority should be repealed; that 
free toleration should be extended to all religious denominations 
(except the Quakers, "whofe principles,** he said, **are incon- 
**fiftcnt with any kind of government**); that "all perfons of 
^^good and honed lives and converfations be admitted to the 
"facrament of the Lords Supper, according to the Book of 
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"Common Prayer, aiid their children to baptifm;'' that "all 
** freeholders of competent eftatcs, not vicious in convet-fation, 
" and orthodox in religion (though of different perfuafions con- 
*' cerning church government), may have their votes in the elec- 
" tion of all officers civil and military ; '* * and, lastly, that " this 
"our letter and declaration be communicated and publifhcd, 
*' that all our loving fubje6ls may know our grace and favor to 
"thera.'** 

Early in 1664, the report came that several armed vessels were 
on their way from England, with four gentlemen on board, who, 
as Royal Commissioners, were delegated to hear and determine 
all matters of complaint. It was supposed that a demand would 



I The King required of the colonists what 
he was not willii^g to grant his subjects at 
home. During his reign, dissenters in 
England, whatever might have been their 
lives and conversation, were under the most 
galling disabilities. 

The law of Mar, 1631, by which none 
but church members could become freemen 
and exercise the e1e<5tive franchise, was re- 
pealed August 3, 1664; and another lawwas- 
passed, conforming, in part, to the above re- 
quirements. Anjr member of the Church 
of England, " of competent eftate, and not 
*' vicious in converfation," could become a 
freeman under this law ; and some were 
subsequently admitted who did not belong 
to any church. '* The firft day of the Court 
*• [Maj, 1665], there was about feventj 
•♦freemen admitted, fundry whereof were 
•' not members of any particular church." 
(HutPs Diary, ArchaK>logia Americana, iii. 
317.) As it was necessary for the candidates 
for citizenship to obtain a certificate from 
a minister, indorsing their orthodoxy and 
correA' conversation, probably not many 
churchmen and non-communicants availed 
themselves of their rights in this respedt 



* The King's Letter, dated June 28, 1(162, 
is printed in llutchinsbn*s Collection. 377- 
80, and, with some minor variations, in Col. 
Rec iv. Pt. 2, 164-6. The letter was re- 
ceived by the Court OAobcr 8, 1G62 (idem. 
58), but was not entered in the Records till 
nearly three years later, where it appears 
among the documents relating to the con- 
troversy with the Royal Commissioners. 

In May, 1663, Isaac Cole, Constable, and 
Edward Converse, one of Captain Johnson's 
associates in the Board of Sele(5tnicn at Wo- 
burn, were arraigned ; the former for refusing 
to take and publish the King's Letter, and 
the latter for having spoken of it as *• Popcnr, 
^c." (Col. Rec iv. Pt. a, 72.) The Court, 
after a hearing, discharged Converse, on the 
ground that his language did not '* rcfled 
«• on his Maj».^« letter." Cole w.is " difmift 
*' home at prefent till the Court (hall order 
*• his appearance againe," which was never 
done; and the complainant was allowed his 
bill of costs. These incidents show the (eel- 
ing with which the King's demands were 
received by the people. It Is evident that 
the Court was not zealous in punishing that 
class of misdemeanors. 
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be made for the Colony's Patent A day of fasting and prayer was 
obsenxd, and measures were taken to put the instrument beyond 
the reach of the King's Commissioners. On the i8th of May, the 
Court ordered : " Forafmuch as it is of great concernment to this 
" Commonwealth to keep fafc and fecret our Patent, it is ordered, 
" the Patent and duph'cate belonging to the country, be forthwith 
" brought into Court, and that there be two or three perfons ap* 
" pointed by each houfc to keep fafe and fecret the faid Patent 
^^ and duplicates in two di(lin6t places, as to the faid Committee 
" (hall fecm mod expedient'' 

That it miglit be more difficult for the Commissioners to ascer- 
tain where the two instruments were, they were intrusted to four 
persons, who were doubtless sele6led for their courage and dis- 
cretion. Captain Johnson was one of this Committee.* " The 
" Secretary being fent for the Patent, brought it into the Court, 
" and delivered it to the Dcput3^-Govemor, and the reft of the 
" Committee in the prcfence of the whole Court, and he was dif- 
" charged thereof." (Col. Rec. iv. Pt 2, 102.) The Patent was 
probably never returned to the custody of the Secretary ; for in 
1672, after the death of Captain Johnson, another person was 
appointed in his stead, " for the difpoling of the Charter of this 
" Colony." Two of the four Commissioners * arrived in Boston 
Harbor on the 23d of July. 

1 His associates were Dcputv-Govemor the most obnoxiout. When Wlnthrop's 

Richard BcIIingham, Major-Gencral John company arrived, in i6jo, the/ found him 

Leverett, and Captain Thomas Clarke. living on Noddle's Island (now £a»t Bo*-> 

Bcllinghara was Governor the following ton). Johnson speaks of him (p. 37) ^ mt 
year. General Leverett, one of Cromwell's ** an enemy of the Reformation at hand* 
old soldiers, was then Speaker of the House " being (Irong for the Lordly PreUticaU 
of Deputies, Deputy-Governor in 1671, and "power." In the list of persons who de- 
Governor from 1673 to 167& Capt. Clarke sired, in 0<5lober, 1630, to become freenieii« 
was Speaker of the Deputies in 1665. his name stands first, and Johnson's second. 

* Col. Richard Nichols, Col. George He was not, however, admitted till Oaober, 

Cartwright, Sir Robert Carr, and Samuel 1632. lie had no sympathy with the opia* 

Maverick. Of these persons, Maverick was ions and purposes of the tetUors ; and, after 
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The narrative of the Royal Commissioners' proceedings, and 
of the wise and skillful diplomacy by which all their hostile pur- 
poses were thwarted in the Massachusetts Colony^ is one of the 
most entertaining and instruftive chapters in New-England his- 
tory; but it is too long to be repeated here, A connected state- 
menty with the documents at hirge, fill a hundred and sixteen 
pages in the Colonial Records, iv. Pt 2, I57-273,* 

It is not possible to ascertain from the Records the precise 
amount of influence which each individual exerted jn the nego- 
tiations with the Commissioners, The business was chiefly done 
in Committees ; but, as these were usuallj' composed of the same 
persons, it is evident who were the ablest and the leading men 
of the Colony. No person was more uniformly placed on these 
Committees than Captain Johnson. This faft is somewhat re- 
markable, as he was not a Magistrate, nor had he a scat ^t the 
Council-board. His official position was simply that of Deputy 
for the town of Woburn. We have seen that in June, 1661, he 
was placed on a Committee to consider all matters relating to 
** our Patent, laws, privileges and duty to his Majcfty ; ^ in Janu- 
ary, 1661-62, to give instrudlions to Bradstreet and Norton, nies- 
* sengers to England ; and in May, 1664, to take charge of the 
Patent of the Colony. In May, 1665, when the Royal Commis- 
sioners had opened their budget of instruftions and complaints, 



jean of controversy and wrangling, he re- Colonjr. Maverick wa$ an Episcopalian: 
turned to England, a bitter enemy of the and yet nincty*nine out of a hundred of 
Colony. Mr. Moore's readers will infer (for the book 
A disgusting narrative of Maverick's at- is adapted to a latitude where the details 
tempt, in 1639, to improve the breed of his of New-England history arc not known), 
negro slaves, is recorded in Josselyn's Voy- that the incident is an illui^tration of Puri- 
ages (p. 28), and is copied by Mr. George tan morals and manners. 
H. Moore into his *' Notes on the History ' See also a very full account of the 
of Slavery in Massachusetts,** 1S66 (p. 8), Royal Commissioners* proceedings in Pal- 
without an intimation as to who Maverick frcy's New-England, ii. 578-632, and ia 
was, or of hit relation to the Massachusetts Hutchrnson's Massachusetts, i. 211-234. 
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Captain Johnson was placed on two other most important Com- 
mittees : one, which had in charge the whole subject in con- 
troversy; namely, **to confider of all the papers deliuered into 
"this Court by Colpnell Richard NichoUs, & the reft of his 
" majeftjcs commiflioners, & to prefent a full & meet anfwer 
" vnto the whole to this whole Court for their approbation.** (iv* 
Pt. 2, 146.) This Committee so managed the case for the Col- 
ony, that they succeeded in evading the instruftions and defeating 
the purposes of the Commissioners. The papers prepared by 
them show an ability and ata£t which have never been surpassed 
in earlier or later diplomac3% Thomas Danforth was probably 
the writer of most of these papers ; but their subjeft-mattcr 
was doubtless the united deliberations of the whole Committee.* 



^ From orixtnal dradf^ And mcmoranila, 
prc»cn*ed in tlic Maisi^chui^tt^ archtve», it 
ift probable that Captain Johnson wa.« author 
of Komc of thc»« papers. Tlie fullowing 
draft (vol. cvi. p. So) of an addre»« to King 
Charles II.. evidently in his handwriting, 
contains expressions^ which are found in his 
book, and intere^iting stati<:tical faiTls, such 
as he was in tlie habit of recording. The 
paper, which has no date or nanie of author 
attached, was rcco;jnized as Johnson's bv 
Rev. JoM^ph B. Felt, who arranged tlursc 
documents; and he has so designated it in 
the index. Mr. Felt pKnccd it among the 
papers of 1665 « ^^>l I think, from the subjetfi- 
matter, that it should have been arranged 
under the date of 1661. It speaks of the 
Colony's ** 33 vears experience ; *• and John- 
son's habit was, in similar expressions, to 
date the beginning of the Colony at 162S 
. (sec ante, p. xiv). 

It has already been noticed, that Captain 
Johnson was, in the best sense of the term, 
a democrat, and a zealous defender of tlie 
people's prerogatives. On the accession of 
Charles II., addresses, signed by the Gov- 



ernor, were sent to the King and to Parlia- 
ment by the Court. The following paper 
seems to be the draft of an address which it 
was proposed to send tp his Majesty from 
** the whole body of Freemen and others 
•* inhabiting the Maflachufetts in New Enf- 
** land.** The idea is one which would be 
likely to originate with Captain Johnson. 
Tlie paper does not appear in the Records ; 
and, as addresses had previously been sent, 
probably did not pass the two Houses. The 
m.inuiecript has but few erasures and inter- 
lineations. It is here printed with modera 
orthography and punAuation : ^ 

** To our if read Sovcreijpi Lord^ Ckitries 

II,, King^ of Great Britain, Framct^ amd 

Ireland. 

•*We, who under 3*our Majesty's royml 
grace and favor are continued peaceable pos- 
sessors of that part of America commonljr 
called New England, humbly present,— 

** That, among the many colonies of the 
English nation in these parts of America, 
this, not the least (whose serene stni^hire 
hath hitherto flourished under an unblem* 
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The duties of the other important Committee (idem. 151), to 
which allusion has been made, were to draw up the connefled 



ished government), began in a sterile desert, 
void of anjr staple comraodit/ to procure 
food or rmiment 

** Notwithstanding the first founders of 
this rare edifice, trampling under foot all 
ditcouraging diflSculties, ered^ed our present 
ecclesiastic and civil policy with the expense 
of no small estates, and encountering with 
manjr difficulties, — their fill of bread being 
▼ery chargeable, — yet were thev not so 
penurious as to possess the Indians' land 
without purchase. 

*• Howbeit, so amiable was this govern- 
ment to your ^lajesty's loyal subjects, who 
were conf^cientiously religious, that this wil- 
derness was soon populnted with the trans- 
portation of about 15.000 souls; and at this 
day increased (through the Lord's blessing), 
as is supposed, to near So,ooo persons. By 
which means your Highness's dominions 
are enlarged with a more honest interest in 
America, than any prince of Europe hath 
hiUierto had. 

" Nor may your Majesty repent the plen- 
ary power given and granted by Patent to 
the Governor, Deputy-Governor, Assistants, 
and Freemen of this Colony, seeing it hath 
hitherto flourished under the same. And 
were it not that we fear oiir barbarous lan- 
guage will be irksome to your Royal ear, 
some small relating of bygone anions would 
surely dispossess our adversaries of your 
Majesty's intentions to alter our present 
government in the least. 

** For experience will speak for us, and 
declare, that so remote a part as is this new- 
found world (which cannot fetch fresh intel- 
ligence of your Majesty's will and pleasure, 
in point of government, every day) may» 
notwithstanding, be continued stable ; being 
furnished with fit persons, men of knowl- 



edge in the mysteryof godliness, and skilled 
in the wiMlom of winning souls to wait on 
the churches, and administer the sacraments 
to those whom the Lord hath appointed. 
And as for ceremonies to vegetate the peo- 
ple's devotion, well may they be spared; 
seeing twas zealous afle^ion to worship the 
Lord turned this wilderness, with indefati- 
gable labor, into towns, — nor can any be 
ereiHcd where an able, orthodox, and pious 
ministry is wanting [compare p. 177]. More 
completeness cannot be expc«Hed by any in- 
novation. 

•• Now as to civil policy : It was organ- 
ized in Europe, natural to our English na- 
tion ; and so zealous are the |x^oplc aflc6cd 
with it, that the most learned lawyers have 
been preferred to the highest places of gov- 
erning. Notwithstanding, should any com- 
plain of oppression, either by arbitrary power 
or tyrannous laws, it would but declare their 
thirsting ader the honor of ruling rather 
than the duty of obedience. And surely to 
bring into place of governing such as de%'i- 
ate from others, by increasing the number 
of electors, would but enervate this comely 
struAure, and put your Majesty's liege peo- 
ple upon a second peregrination, after so 
many signals of the Lord's blesi»ing upon 
the work to admiration, — in wonderful pres- 
er\*ations by sea ; thinning the natives by a 
sore mortality, and subduing the most stout 
and cruellest nations among them, wlien they 
rose up against us (and that by a handful); 
stilling the contentions of both French and 
Dutch ; keeping us alive in dearth. 

** Should any persuade a change, lest, 
through the imbecility or meanness of the 
persons governing, bold intruders would 
overtop them, or some foreign invaders 
wrest this part of America out of yoor 
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statement, which appears in the Colonial Records, iv. PL a, 
157-273-* 



Majcstjr's hands, — at to the former of 
thc^Ct the greatest complainants against us 
are chiefly such as have felt the force of 
justice's sword in their contempt of au- 
thority; and, for the latter, vse have been 
(through the Lord's goodness) encouraged, 
even in our extreme poverty, to fortily, — one 
Cattle having cost us more than £45.000^ 
besides other forts in the frontier towns* 
Kor arc your Majesty's subjed^s here of such 
a pusillanimous npirit as to desert their own 
and your Majesty's rightt so hardly attained. 
** For although the place and people be 
poor, yet this benefit may accrue to your 
Highness ; namely, increa^ of shipping (the 
strength, under God, of our English nation), 
seeing both building and \'i^ualling them 
may here be had, — a fair opportunity to 
navigate the western world. 

"And now we most humbly beseech your 
Majesty, admit of our pleading as subjects 
of the Prince. Suffer us not to be yoked 
again with the Hierarchy, from whose pre- 
vailing power we fled into another world, 
where a small corner of a wilderness shall 
content us; while they possess the most 
habitable and fertile parts of the earth. 

*' As for our fidelity , your Majesty hath 
more than our bare word, if 33 years* ex- 
perience speak any thing. And now, after 
that trusty teacher hath a while longer in- 
formed, we expeiH, with honest old Mordecai, 
to find place in your Majesty's chronicle. 
Remaining to perpetuity 

•* Your Majesty's loyal subject, the 
whole body of Freemen and 
others inhabiting the Massa- 
chusetts, in New-England. 

" Put the question,— 
** Whether the freemen of this jurisdic- 
tion, and others who may enjoy the benefit 



of this peaceable government, ought not to 
present their Prince with the true state of 
things, as is here expressed, before thejr 
enter upon any alteration ifi the least. 

«« So shall God be owned in his prori- 
dences, his Majesty find nt true to him and 
our own principles, God*s people encouraged* 
and our consciences quietedJ* 

The estimate, contained in this paper, 
that the population of the Massachusetta 
Colony (which included what is flow Kew 
l^Iampshire and Maine) was 80,000 in 1661, 
is an important historical fadt, and one 
which, I believe, has never before beei^ 
brought to light. If it had been observed 
by Mr. Felt, it would have filled an hiatus 
in his paper on the *' Population of Massa* 
chusetts," printed in the ** ColledUons of the 
American Statistical Association,"!. 121-214. 
To determine the population at this period, 
Mr. Felt made a careful and detailed ex- 
amination of such data as he had, which 
were very meagre, and was inclined to put 
the estimate much below what is here stated 
by Captain Johnson, than whom perhaps 
there is no better authority. 

Mr. Felt reasons thus: The CommU- 
sioners, in 1(165, stated that the militia 
consisted of 4,000 foot and 400 horse. Mul- 
tiplying these by 5}, he makes the popula- 
tion 33.467. He thinks Randolph's estimate 
in 1676, that the population was 150,000^ 
was an extravagant conclusion, and without 
any data known at this day. So also he re- 
gards as extravagant Chalmers's statement, 
that in 1673 ^^^ population of all New £n^ 
land was 120,00a ** These statements," he 
says, ** like several others given by Ibreign- 
** ers, which so much exceed any founded oa 
«* fadis, that the mind is sometimes in douht 
**what to believe, and the writer what to 
** record, as to the population of New En^ 
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One of the instniflions to the Commissioners was to require 
the Massachusetts Colony to furnish them with a map of the 
territory which it laid claim to, and also with a statement of 
the claims which its neighbors made to any portion of the 
same ; the objedt being to draw out the fafts of the controversy 
relating to the northern boundary* The Commissioners, on the 
15th of March, 1664-5 (the day on which Governor Endicott 
died), made this demand in a letter from Rhode Island. The 
letter was duly received ; but what aftion, if any, was taken in 
the matter, does not appear till the meeting of the General Court, 
which convened May 3. The Commissioners, who had arrived 
io Boston, then repeated the demand, and added in a postscript: 
" This mapp or draught w'^^in mentioned, wee dcfire to be made 
" with all examines poffible, & w* all fpccd convenient dcliucrcd 
" to us ; for w*out it we (hall neither well vndcrftand your bounds, 
" nor be vnderftood in difcourfing of thcm.^ (Idem. 183.) 

The Colony had no intention of submitting this question to the 
decision of the Commissioners; yet the Court appointed Captain 
Johnson, and William Stevens, a Deputy for Gloucester, to pre- 
pare the map (idem. 145),^ and notified the Commissioners that 

** land for over a century of its firet exist- cannot be ascertained, and is not important, 

"ence'Cp. 141.) for there M-as little iinmi^^ration aAcr 164^ 

Johnson states (p. 31) that 2X,?oo persons They point, however, to the conclusion, that 

arrived in the Massachuf^tts Colony during about two-thirds of the immigrants made a 

the first fifteen years, — from 162S to 1643. permanent residence in the Massachusetts 

Some of these persons returned to England, Colony. 

or went to other colonies. In the above * Captain Johnson's associates on this 

address, he says that *** this wilderness was Committee were Thomas Danforth, who was 

** soon populated with the transportation a Magistrate ^ Edward Rawson, the Colonial 

**of about 15,000 souls." Mr. Felt believes Secretary; and Anthony Stoddard, a Deputy 

(p. 139), without stating his data, that ** more for Boston. 

" than one half the immigrants returned to ' The Committee were authorized to em- 

''Europe, or went to different se^ions of ploy artists to aid them; and, June 1. the 

** America." I have met with no fads which Court ordered the Treasurer to pay William 

will sustain so large an estimate. Whether Reed, of Boston, for work on the map, ten 

the figures above cover the same period, pounds, ** in the beft pay that is in his hands. 
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they "will fpccdily receive ratifia6tion therein.'' (Idem. 187.) 
May 24, the map was finished, and was delivered with a declara- 
tion by the Court, that they were prepared to show the reasons 
for their claims to the boundaries therein described. (Idem. 2 14.) 
It appears in " A Narrative about New-England," made by the 
Commissioners, that this map, prepared under the super\*ision of 
Captain Johnson,' abated none of the claims previously asserted 
for tlie northern boundary. The " Narrative'' saj^s,— 

** They [the Massachusetts Government] cniifed at length a mapp of their 
^' territoryes to be made, but it was mnde in a chamber by diredtion and gue(s: 
*^ in it they claim fort Albany, and beyond it all the land to the fouth (ea. By 
*^ tlieir fouth fea line they intrench upon the colon3*s of Xcw Plymouth, Road 
'' Ifland and Conectit"Ote ; and in the eaft they have ufurpcd Capt. Mafons and 
'^ Sir Ferdinando Gorges pattents ; and faid tliat the commiilioners had nothing 
" to doe betwixt them and Mr Gorges." (Hutchinson*s Colleton, 419.) 

Other and more exciting topics of controversy followed in rapid 
succession, and the question of boundar}' was soon lost sight oil 
The Commissioners, baffled in their purposes at ever}' point, de- 

*' upon the delivery of one draught more than sion». In OcHober, 1667, his trifc petitioned 

*'hc halh already given in to this Court." the General Court for a remistioii of the 

(Idem. 155.) penalty, which had been colleAed by dit- 

No copy of this map. of which there traint. The Court, in answer, ''judge that 

were !^:vcral draftfi, is in the Maf^sachui^tts ** the penalty infli«5ied was rather beneath 

archives, and probably not in existence; as *' than above the merit of the oflenoe;* jel* 

the pa|Krs of the Conimis^ioners were cap- in consideration of '* herfelf and family in 

tured by the Dutch,' and were not recovered. *' her old age,** and ** the craziness of the 

(llutchin^n's Mass. i. 229.) If a copy was ** man in refpcA to his underftanding,** it 

sent to England at the time, it is doubtless was ordered, that the cattle and other 



preserved in the State-paper Oflice. erty taken be restored for her especial 

' William Stevens was in no way con- lit (iv. Pt. 2, 353,) There being a delay In 

cerned in fixing the northern boundary, and the restoration of the property, a similar 

probably not in preparing the map. His order was subsequently passed by the Ma* 

name appears in the business of the Court, gistrates, which was defeated in the House 

during the four years he was Deputy, only of Deputies. The petition (in autograph), 

in this instance, and one other, which was and the final aAion thereon, which are not 

quite unimportant In 1667, at Salem, he given in the Records, are in the Masaachn- 

was fined twenty pounds for seditious expret- setts archives, vol. cvi. 



CXXVlll 



Introdudion. 



parted in eminent disgust from Massachusetts, to other colonics 
where their authority was held in some respefL* From this time 
to the accession of that Popish sovereign, James II., and tlie abro- 
gation of the Charter, the Colony had comparative quiet. 



In Oftober, 1665, Captain Johnson was put on a Committee to 
survey the lands about Quinsigamond Pond, now Worcester, for 
the purpose of laying out a plantation, (iv. Pt. 2, 291). He had 
now nearly reached the allotted limit of human life, and probably 



1 Colonel NichoU was a man of tome 
abilttjr and discretion ; and, when afterwards 
he became Governor of New York, kept up 
a friendly correspondence with the Massa- 
chusetts Colonj. 

Carr went to Delaware, and thence to 
England, where he died on the daj of his 
arrival. • 

CartwTight, on his pasKage home, was 
captured by the Dutch, and stripped of all 
he possessed, including the papers of the 
Commissioners. 

Maverick was seen in Massachusetts in 
1667, '* which,** says Hutchinson, ** is the last 
account given of him." May 27, 166S, the 
Court referred a petition of Maverick to 
the County Court at Boston, *' impowering 
** them to remit ot* abate the fine, as they 
" (hall fee caufe." (iv. Pt 2, 381.) To what 
this fine relates, or whether Maverick was 
in the Colony at the time, does not appear 
in the Records. 

On the Tory theory of the divine right 
of kings, the condudt of our ancestors in 
1665 as on many other occasions, cannot be 
defended. They were undutiful, if not re- 
bellious, subjeAs. But in the light of sub- 
sequent events, and of modem and truer 
theories of government, their conduA needs 
no apology. The Stuart line of kings, with 
whom they were ever in controversy, was. 



shortly after these events, discarded by Eng- 
land herself; and a government **of the 
people, by the people, and for the people,** 
for which our fathers, here contended, has 
become the hope, if not the heritage, of the 
civilized world. 

Tlie founders of the Mast^achusetts Col- 
ony, and their descendants down to the 
period of the Revolutionary war, were prob- 
ably the best trained and most kkilled diplo- 
matists of their time. They usually had Kome 
question at i^sue with the home government, 
M'hich involved the dearest intercuts, if not 
the very existence, of the Colony. The 
best minds made these questions a special 
study, and hence were more than a match 
for opponents, whose studies were divided 
among other, and, to what appeared in 
England, more important, subjeAs. When 
every resource of argument and delay had 
been exhausted, the colonists knew how 
gracefully to yield to the logic of necessity; 
and, while they gave up the form, to sax-e 
the substance, of that for which they had 
been contending. 

The eminent ability which characterized 
the state papers of the American Revolution, 
has often been mentioned as a matter of sur- 
prise. The explanation is seen in the faA, 
that the crisis came upon a people who had 
been trained, for a century and a half, in the 1 
best school of statesmansliiii. 
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left to his younger associates the" labor of performing the duty. 
The work was not done; and in May, 1667, another Committee 
was appointed, on which his name was still retained. (Idem. 341.) 
This Committee made a report in November, 1668; and still 
a third Committee was raised, to carry out the recommenda- 
tions of the report, from which his name was omitted. (Idem. 

408.)* 

In 06lober, 1667, he was put on a Committee to draw up 
regulations with regard to shipbuilding (idem. 345);. an incident 
which may possibl}' have a bearing on the opinion expressed on 
page lix., that shipbuilding wias an occupation he had followed in 
England. 

In 1666, he scr\-ed on tliree Committees; in 1667, on four; in 
1668, on none, but was appointed Chairman of the County Com- 
missioners of Middlesex ; in 1669, on three; in 1670, on one; 
and in 167 1, the last year of his life, his name dpes not appear in 
the Records, except in the list of Deputies. His health had evi^ 
dently failed. He died April 23, 1672, in the seventy-third or 
seventy-fourth year of his age. 

He was mentioned, at the first meeting of the Court subsequent 
to his death, as having collefted materials for a history of the 
Colony;* and in Oftober, 1672, his successor was appointed "for 
difpofing of the Charter of this Colony.'' ' (Idem. 542.) 

1 I find no positive evidence that he ever and one of the persons (the second) who 

visited a locality so far inland as Worcester. suficred made an acknowledgment of his 

It appears, however, from a record (idem. 8er\*ices in her hehalf. 

556) made more than a year subsequent to Mrs. Hibbins, the widow of William Hib- 

his death, that he had served on a Commit- bins, of Boston, and a sister of Governor 

tee, with Major Simon Willard and Thomas Dcllingham, was tried, convided, and hung 

Danforth, ** to order the prudential affairs as a witch, in 1656. Her husband had been 

" of Lancaftcr for many years,** or* since a merchant of note, and one of the most 



May, 1657. (>v. Pt. 1, 296.) prominent men in the Colony. He 

* See ante, p. viU Deputy for Boston in 1641 and 1643, Assist* 

' In the early trials for witchcraft, Cap- ant from 1643 to 1654, and had represented 

tainjohnson opposed the aAion of the courtSf the Colony as its agent in 'England. H# 
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Major William Johnson, his third son, was elcftcd Deputy 
for Wobum in 1674, 1*576, and each subsequent year till 1684, 
when he was chosen an Assistant, and hence became a Magis- 
trate. He succeeded his father also as Clerk of the Town of 
Woburn, as Selectman, as commander of the militia, and as 
** Commiffioner to end fmall caufes." He seems also to have 
inherited the mental and moral qualities of his father. His hand- 
writing in the Wobum Records so much resembles his father's, 
that it is difficult to determine where the one ended and the other 
commenced. The records of separate meetings were then not 
signed by the Clerk, as is the custom at the present day. Like 
his father, he bore a conspicuous part in defending the chartered 
rights of the Colony. 

The long-dreaded danger again appeared in a new form. At 
the instigation of Edward Randolph, a writ of quo ivarranio 
issued against the Charter of the Massachusetts Colony in July, 
1683, and was serv'ed the following November ; but final judg- 
ment adverse to the Colony was not entered till October, 1685. 
Every resource of remonstrance, argument, and delay was cm- 



died in 1654* She was first conviAed at a jury 
trial. Tlie Magistrates set aside the verdict, 
and the case then came hefore the General 
Court, where she was again condemned to 
death. Her body was examined for witch- 
marks, and her chests and boxes were rum- 
maged for puppets. Hutchinson (i. 173) 
•ays that *' lofles in the latter part of his life 
*' reduced her huiband's eAate [she left, how- 
" ever, a good property], and increafed the 
** natural crabbednefs of the wife's temper, 
** which made her turbulent and quarrelfome, 
*^ and at length made her fo odious to her 
*' neighbors, as to caufe fome of them to ac- 
*' cufe her of witchcraft.** She was con viAed 
on such evidence as this : She saw two per- 
sons conversing in the street. She came up 



and stated that she knew they were talking 
about her. How could she have known 
this if she had not been a witch? Hutchin- 
son intimates that there was a deep sympa- 
thy felt in her behalf; and '* fome obfcr^ed 
•• folemn marks of Providence fct upon thofc 
"who were very forward to condemn her.** 

She thus acknowledged the services of 
Captain Johnson, and of the Secretary of the 
Colony, in her behalf, in the Codicil she 
annexed to her Will three daj^s before her 
execution : ** I do earneftly deiirc my loving 
'* friends. Captain John/bn and Mr^ Edward 
«* Rawfon, to be added to the red of the 
" gentlemen mentioned as overfeers of mjr 
*« Will.- (Upham*s Salem Witchcraft, 2867, 
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ployed by the colonists to avert this calamity* In these proceed- 
ings, ^lajor Johnson was a stanch supporter of the Charter, and 
incurred the especial enmity of the agents of the King. He was 
rc-cle£ted Assistant in 1685, and again in 1686, although the 
Charter of the Colony had been abrogated. In the " Articles 
"of high Mifdcmcanor exhibited againft a Faftion of the Gen- 
"eral Court,** drawn by Randolph in February, 1681, Major 
Johnson had the honor to be mentioned by name.^ In Septem- 
ber, 1685, Randolph submitted a list of " wcU-difpofed pcrfons 
" fit to be concerned in the temporary government of Maffachu- 
" fctts Bay ; ^ and also a scheme of a joint House of Assembly, 
in which Massachusetts should be entitled to twenty Deputies. 
He mentioned the towns which should be represented. From 
this list he excluded Woburn, which had previously sent two 
Deputies ; while he included many smaller towns, or grouped 
them together to send jointly one Deputy.* He knew that 
Woburn, either scparatel}' or in union with other towns, would 
send Major William Johnson, a person with whom this marplot 
of tjTanny was not ambitious to be brought into further conta6L 
The scheme was not accepted ; for the King had resolved to 
govern the Colon}' without an}' representative bodies. 

This period of abjc6t despotism was of short duration. James 
II. was deposed; and William of Orange came to the throne in 
1689. The event was hailed by the colonists with unbounded 
py.^ Andros, Randolph, and Dudley were forthwith excluded 



1 IIutchinKon*s Co11cf5lion, 526. Castle Island, to deliver up Uie tame* with 

' Palfrej's Xcw-England, ill. 4S3. its stores, to an ofBcer designated; and 

' At the uplifting of the populace in Bos- the order was complied with. The next 

ton, April 19, 16S9, when the Declaration of dajr, ** A Council for the fafetjr of the 

the Prince of Orange was received, Major *• people and confervation of the peace * 

Johnson, with other members of the Board was organized, of which Major Johnson 

of Assifitants clcdlcd in x6S6, addressed an was a member. (Hutchinson*t Matt. L 

©rder to the commander of the Fort on 333-34a) 
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from office, and imprisoned; and a claim was set up by the colo- 
nists for a full restoration of their ancient privileges. William 
Johnson was one of a zealous party who stood out resolutely 
for the old Charter ; and, failing to secure tliis, would have no 
Charter at all. Increase Mather, who was at that time in Eng- 
land, used his best exertions to secure its restoration; but, finding 
this impossible, his next endeavor was to preser\*e as much of it 
as he could. The feature most objefted to in the new Charter 
was, that the Governor, his Deputy, and the Secretary', were to be 
appointed by the Crown, instead of being elc6led by the people. 
That these provisions might be made acceptable to the colonists, 
the Crown graciously asked Mr. Mather to nominate suitable per- 
sons for these official positions. The nominations so made were 
ratified, and the persons commissioned. Sir William Phipps, a 
former parishioner of Mr. Mather, was Governor, and the Council 
was composed chiefly of the Assistants who had been appointed by 
the people in 1686, after the old Charter was abrogated. Several 
prominent persons, however, in the former board of Assistants, 
were not nominated, from their well-known hostility to the new 
Charter.* Among these were William Johnson, Elisha Cooke, 
Thomas Cakes, and Thomas Danforth.* Major Johnson appears 
to have taken no further part in the government of the Colony. 
He died at Woburn, May 22, 1704, aged seventy-four years. 

It remains only to append the Will of Captain Edward Johnson, 
copied firom the original (in his own handwriting) now in the 
Probate Files of Middlesex County; with abstrafts of the Wills 
of several of his sons. 

1 The first Council was appointed, on pie, subjcA to the approval of the Got* 

Mr. Mather's nomination, b^ the Crown, emor. Elisha Cooke was elc^cd to the 

and the persons were named in the new Council in 1693, but was reje<Hed bjr Sir 

Charter; but subsequent Councils were William Phipps. 
eleded bj the representatives of the peo- > Hutchinson's Mass. i. 566. 
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To these is added a " Genealogy of the Descendants of Captain 
Johnson'' to the fourth generation, prepared by Mn John Alonzo 
BouTELLE expressly for this work. Mr. Boutelle has made 
genealogy a specialty; and, residing in Woburn, he has had the 
best opportunities for making a correft list. Haying given to 
the subject no attention, I can assume none of the credit or 
responsibility of the compiler's work. 



To the memory of a friend, who was a diligent student of 
history, and, early in the war of the rebellion, rendered a patriot's 
service by his Historical Research into the military capabilities of 
an oppressed race; who, a successful merchant, found time, amid 
the cares of business, to cherish a taste for bibliography, and for 
general culture; who left behind hijn a noble library, colledted 
with rare skill; and whose heart and life were good, beautiful^ 
and true, — this work, undertaken partly at his suggestion, is 
affeftionately inscribed. 

W. F. P. 

Boston AthexjCum, 
Sept. 26, 1867. 




WILL OF EDWARD JOHNSON. 



The 15th of the 3* Moncth, 1671. 

I, Edward Johnfon, of the Town of Wooburn, in New England, make this 
my will and Tedimcnt, in forme & mancr following, being in good and found 
remembrance, for which 3-e Lord be Bleflbd : — 

I doe hereby Renounce and make voyd all former wills by me made ; and 
doc declare, that, through Faith in Chrift Jcfus, I hope to have the fight of my 
Saviour to all Etemitj-. 

Imp', I give to Sufan, my well beloved wife, fix }>ounds per Annum, to be 
payd her oute of the Rents of m}- lands in Ould England, by the Hands of my 
Executors, duering her Natural Life ; as allfoe the fole ufc of the Houfc and land 
wherein I now dwell, together w'* all flocks of corne, and all my llowfchould 
fluff, together \y^ all my Cattcll ; ;ind, after her dcccafo, to com and rcmayn to 
thofe I have in this my will appo3'nted itt. 

2*ly. I give and bequcatli to my EldeA Son, Edward, one parccll of medow 
lying in the Towne of Wooburn, at a place called long medow, at tlic South 
End thereof. 

3*ly, I give and bequeath to my Grandchild Edward, Son of my Son Edward, 
one quarter parte of my Famic lying in the parifh of Ilerron Hill, in ould 
England, to him & his heirs forever, provided his father (hall have the Bcnifit 
thereof till he come to the age of 21 yeares, excepting tliat parte his Grand- 
mother is to haue duering her life. 

4ly. I give and bequeath to my Son George three pounds, to be paid him in 
Boords by my Executors; to my Son Mathews Eldefl fon, one quarter part 
of my Far me aboue exprefled, to him & his heiers for ever. 

sly* I give & bequeath to my Grandchild George, fon of my fon George, one 
Dwelling-Howfe & Orchard, lying in the parrifh of Heron Hill, at a place called 
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Watcr-ham, to him & his hcicrs for ever. Thcfe two Ekleft Sons had theire 
portions enlarged while I lixxd. 

. 6Iy. It. I fjive & bequeath to m}' Grandchildren William & Edward, font 
of my fone William, each of them one quarter parte of the Farm aboue cx- 
prefTed in the parrifli of Hirou Hill ; their father to have the beniiit thereof till 
tlicy com to Age. 

7ly. It. I give and bequeath to my Sons William and Mathew all my plate, 
equally to be dcvidcd between them after theire mothers Deceafe, whom I will 
& ordnyne Executors of this my Will — my fons I meane. 

Sly. It. I give and bequeath to my Grandchild John, fon of my fon John, one 
fmall tenement lying in the Parifh of Hiron Hill, with a parcell of woodland 
atjoyning to it, to him & his heires for ever. 

9ly. It. I give and bequeath to my fon John one parcel of land lying in 
Woobonie, which I purchafed of John Low ; and alfoe another parcel lying 
inWoobome, which I purchafed of Baptife Smedly, — both which I give to my 
fon John, to him & his heiers for ever. 

loly. I give to my Grandchild William, fon of m}' fon John, to him & his 
hcicrs for ever, the howfe wherein I now dwell, and all the land which was given 
by CharlcR-Towne, excepting that parcell of it which I difpofed in m}- life time to 
my fons William and Mathew ; provided hee, within one 3'eare after his entiy 
vppon the fayd houfe and Land, p.ay, in currant p.ay of the Country, fiveteen 
pound to James Prcntize, fon of James Prentize, my Grandchild : And the like 
Som to John Amce, fon of John Amee, my Grandchild ; as alfoe I give him the 
ncrcft pcce of woo<lland, given me by Wooborn, that lyes to this Farme ; & that 
no drip or waft be made, till he am to injoy the fame. 

Illy. I give Si Bequeath to Kathcrine, Daughter of my Son Edward; and 
Katherine, Daughter of my Son George ; & Hcfter, Daughter of m}* Son Wil- 
liam ; & Rcl>ecah, daughter of my Son Matthew ; and Bcthiah, Daughter of my 
Son John ; & Sufan, daughter of my Son in law. Jams Prentize ; & Hannah, 
an other Daughter of my faid Son in lawe ; & the Eldeft daughter of my Son in 
lawe, John Amee, — to thefe Eaight I give my Howftiould ftufr,eome,& cattail, 
after their grandmother's difceafe, or the valew thereof, to bee equally dyvided 
among them. 

1 2ly : I give fcven pound, to bee ttken out of the firft years rent of my 
Howfcs & land in ould England, which ftiall purchafe Seven Rings of Gould, 
the which I give to my Daughters and Daughters in lawe, each of them one. 
The reft of my Goods & Land undiflTpofed in tliis my will, I give to my Ex- 
ecutors. 
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Finally, my will is, tliat tliofe who are InfeofFed w? my Land in England 
(hall difTpofc of it as I have declared and given it in this my Will. 

Further, my will is, feeing vppon my own knowledg my Son George pur- 
chafed of my Son Edward & his wife her part of a Howfe in England, & payd 
them both to theire fatilTadlion, — Therefore my will is, that none their children 
ihall have noe benifit of this my will, till they have made fuch AfTuerranee of the 
Sale as my Son George doth Require. 

Witnefs to tliis my Will, Writcn witli my own hand, 

William Lock, Edw : Johnson. 

Samuel Bloggst. 



An inventory of Captain Johnson's estate, dated April 20 (j/V), 1672, and 
returned May 11, 1672, is on file, and gives the whole amount of his property 
as £7o6/>5,o6. His debts (including funeral charges, ^£4, and *' Dodlours " bill) 
were £9,10,00. His homestead was apprised at £159; and " rents, which, by 
" letters, we suppose to be due in England,** at £132. Houses and lands in 
England (the rents of which were .€15 per annum) were apprised at £300. It 
appears in his Will, that during his life he had given portions of his English and 
home estate to his children. The above sums, in the currency of that period, 
represent much larger amounts than at the present day. 

His wife Susan, in her Will, dated Dec. 14, 16S9, and signed with her mark, 
says : ** I do give and bequeath to my Son John, all my right and due that \vas 
given me by my husband. Captain Edward Johnson, I having what I stand in 
need of for the comfort of my life ; and do by this Will make my Son John 
whole and sole Executor of this my Will, who hath taken care of me since my 
husband's decease, and with whom I now dwell ; and I judge it to be his due, 
and have hereunto set my hand and seal." 
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ABSTRACTS OF THE W^LLS OF CAPTAIN EDWARD 
JOHNSON'S SONS. 



I. Edward Johnson (eldest son), of Charlesto\vn» shipwright. 
Date June 22, 1692; proved June I3, 1693. , 

He gives to his wife Kathcrine the use of all his estate, — dwelling-house, 
garden, shipyard, &c. After her decease, he gives to his son Edward, £5 ; to his 
son William, £5 ; to his daughter, Katherine Taylor, £10; to his son John, if 
living, and he returns home to Xcw-England, his dwelling-house, garden, ship- 
yard, and all such other property as may be remaining at his wife*s decease. 
But, if his son John be dead, he gives all to his daughter Katherine's two sons, 
Richard Taylor and John Taylor. 

He appoints his brother. Major William, and his daughter Katherine, to be 
overseers of his Will. 

The invenlon' of his estate shows property amounting to £120. 155., and debts 
amounting to £85. los, ; leaving the net value of his estate £35. 55. He signed 
his Will — which is in the handwriting of his brother William — by making his 
mark. He was about fourteen years of age when tlie family came to New- 
England. Common schools had not then been established in Massachusetts 
Bay. 

n. Major William Johxsox (third son). 

Date May 10, 1695. Inventory made June 17, 1704; proved Sept xx, 1704* 

" Firft, I give my Soule in to the hands of God Father, Son and holy fperit, 
three glorious pcrfons, but one Infinite and Eternal Efcnce, hoping for Salvation 
in and throu the mcrrits of Jefus Chrid alone, and doe fermly beleue that, though 
this Body of mine be how cuer dcftroyed, yet at that greate day when all muft 
apcerc before God, I (hall with thefe cys fee God and be in his prefants to all 
eternity. 

" 2*. I give my Body to the earth there to be decently Buried at the dcf- 
crcflion of my executors and overfecrs, in hopes of a glorious Refaradlion ; andt 
after my juft debts and fevcral charges are fatteffyd, the reft of tliat eflate God 
of his bounty hath lent me, I give and defpofe as followeth.** 
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He gives to his wife Esther the sole use of the homestead and the lands 
adjacent. To his son Willfam's eldest son, William, and, in case of his death 
without issue, then to the next two sons, Benjamin and Noah, equally between 
them, all his housing, orchard, land, meadows, pastures, and all he leaves for 
the use of his wife, to them and their heirs for e\'er ; provided, that his son 
William shall have the sole use of the same during his life ; and, if his son Wil- 
liam leaves no male heirs, then his son £dward*s eldest son, and his son 
Ebenezer*8 twins, shall inherit all, they paying to the daughter of his son 
William £ioo. 

To his son Edward he gives all the lands adjoining the house, " for the which 
** I have given him a deed of gift,** with other lots ; and to Edward's son Edward 
a certain piece of land. To his sons, Ebenezer, Benjamin, and Josiah, he gives 
various tracts of land, which are described. 

His son Joseph being in a distraded state, he appoints his son Ebenezer to be 
his guardian, and gives, in trust for Joseph, certain lots of Lind. In case Joseph 
comes to his right mind, he is to have and manage the property himself. After 
his decease, if he have no children, the same shall go to the twins of Ebenezer 
and Edward's son Edward. 

He gives to his daughter Esther £30, and thirty more within four years, and 
twenty shillings for a ring ; to her four daughters a noble [6s, Sd,"] apiece ; and 
to her son, Seth Wyman, certain lands. To each of his daughters, Susanna 
and Abigail, he gives £So and one of his rings, and one-third of his household 
goods. To his son William's son Noah he gives certain lots of land. As his 
son William's share is more than double that of the other children, he requires 
tliat William shall build a bam for his brother Joseph. 

*' My will is that my fon Williams wife have that £5 given me by her father 
"Gardner in his will as being overfeer, and £5 more out of my eftate; and 
" that my fon Williams children, that is to fay, Efther, Mar}', Hannah, Bcri- 
*»jamin, and Noah, have five ftiillings apece. I alfo give to Ebenezers two 
** daughtors, and to Edwards thre daughters, fine ftiillings apece, and to £d- 
** wards fecond fon a noble.** 

He appoints his sons Ebenezer and Edward to be executors, to whom he 
gives all his property not otherwise disposed of; and he makes Benjamin and 
Josiah overseers. " And thus having finiftied my Will, I doe exhort and Re- 
** quire all my children to live in peace one with another ; and that, above all, 
" they Honor and loue the God of their father and Grandfather, and to walk in 
** their ftepps fo farr as they have walked aright with God ; and then I pray the 
" God of loue and peace to be with alL Amen." 
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In the Codicil he sa^-s that his son William lives on his estate, and that he 
has paid some of William's debts, in consideration of his caiT3*ing on the 
farm. He gives to his daughters Susanna and Abigail, or either of them re* 
maining unmarrictl, the use of the parlor, the garden, and the indosure under 
the hill, with all the fruit on the ledges, if they please. He provides also that 
none of the children, to whom he has given land, shall have power to sell any 
of it, ^* but it lliaM remain to the male heirs of the Johnfons forever.** His Will 
and Codicil arc in his own handwriting. 

In the Inventory, his ** moveable'* estate is appraised at £171. Sx. As ha 
made specific disposal of his real estate in his Will, no appraisad of it was 
returned. He evidently had a large property for that period. 

III. Lieutenant Matthew Johnson (youngest son). 
Date Nov. 2, 1693 ; proved July 17, 1696. 

He gives to his wife Rcl>ecca the use of homestead and lands adjacent, and 
one-third of the household furniture. 

To his eldest son, Matthew, he gives his house " that is now building," and 
certain lands, which, '* with what his Grandfather gave him in England, will 
*^ make him a full double ]>ortion.** To his son Samuel he gives certain lands, 
which are described. To his son Ilenr}* he gives the homestead, and certain 
lots of land, and provides that the sons shall pay annually certain articles and 
sums of money to their mother while she continues a widow. His daughters 
— Rebecca, Hannah, Ruth, Sarah, and Lydia — are to receive two-nineteenths 
of the whole estate apiece, in lands, unless their brothers redeem the same ; 
and all the daughters are to be paid at eighteen years of age, or on the day 
of marriage. He leaves an inventor}*, and his children are to take the property 
at his apprisal. 

He appoints his sons Matthew and Samuel to be executors, and requests his 
brother. Major William Johnson, to see that the Will is properly executed. 
The inventory exhibits propcrt}- appraised at £497.04.05. Finding it difficult 
to divide the estate as provided in the Will, the heirs made a special agreement 
for a division, which the}' signed Aug. 10, 1696. Of the eight children, Henxy 
and Matthew only signed their names ; all the rest made their marks. 

The Wills of Captain Edward Johnson's other two sons, George and Joho^ 
are not in the Files or Records of the Middlesex Probate Office. George is 
supposed to have returned to England ; and John died, probably without prop- 
crty, at Canterbury, Conn. 



GENEALOGY 



OF THB 



DESCENDANTS OF CAPTAIN EDWARD JOHNSON. 



PREPARED BY JOHN AI.OXZO DOUTKLXJE. 



ExPLAKATiONS. — Thc families in this Genealogy are arranged in the order of seni- 
oritjr, thc head of the family, having a coni^ecutive number, being in German text. Thus, 
rV. 53. ?SiiIItam 3of)nson, »ho\vs that William Johnson is of the fourth generation, 
and that 53 is his consecutive number, and that, by turning back to the number 53, his 
name will be found in his father's family^ 

This mark t» following a consecutive number, and immediately before a person's name, 
denotes that the person will be subfKrquently noticed as a head of a family, his name being 
printed in German text, in the middle of the line, preceded by the consecutive number. 

When a woman's name occurs thus : Esther (Gardner) Johnson, — it will be understood 
that the name in parentheses was her original or maiden name, and the name following 
was acquired by marriage. 



L I. Captain Htitoarli 3o!)nson, 

Born in England^ 1599; died at Wobum, April 23, 1672. He married 

Susan (or Susanna) », who was bom in England in 1597, and died at 

Wobum, 1690. 

CRILDRKII* 

3. t Edward, born in England, 1621 or 1622 ; he was admitted freeman May 2, 
1638, and died at Charlestown, Sept. 15, 1692, ^^ upwards of 70;*' mar- 
ried, Feb. 10, 1649-50, Katharine Baker. 
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t. Georgei born in England. It is sup^x^scd that lie returned to England. 
He had children, — i. George; and, 3. Katharine, — who were named 
in their Grandfather's Will. 

6. t William, bom in England, 1629 or 1630; died at Wobum, May 2a, 1704; 

married. May 16, 1665, Estlier WiswalL 

7. Martlia, born in England ; married, March iS, 1649-50, John Eames. 

S. t Matthew, born in England, 1634; died at Wobum, July 19, 1696; mar- 
ried, I St, Nov. 12, 165S, Hannah Palfrey; married, 2d, Dec. 23, 1662, 
Rebecca Wiswall. 

9. tJohn,born'in England, 1635 or 1636; died at Canterbury, Cdnn. ; married, 
April 2S, 1657, Bethiah Reed. 

10. Sus;in, bom in England ; married James Prentice, of Cambridge, and had 
children, — i. James, bom March 11, 1656; 2. Susan, June 29, 1657; 
3. Hannah, April 34, 1659; 4. Elizabeth, 25th August, 1660; 5. Sarah, 
1662; 6. Rose. 



IL 2. EDtoarli 3o!)nson, 

Son of Captain Edward and Susan Johnson. Bom in England, 1621 or 
1622 ; died at Charlcstown, Sept. 15, 1692, " upwards of 70." He was b}* occu- 
pation a shipwright and carpenter. . He resided at Woburn and Charlestown. 
He married at Woburn, Feb. 10, 1649-50, KLvtharine Baker. 

ClULDREM. 

17. Edward, bom at Woburn, Nov. 5, 1650; resided in Charlestown, and 
Southhold, County of Suffolk, N.Y. He was by occupation a ship- 
wright. He had children by his wife Miriam, who was bom at Charles- 
town, — I. William; 2. Ebenczer; 3. Susan; 4. Abigail. 

22. William, named in his father's Will. 

23. John, baptized at Charlestown, 10 April, 1664; named in hijB father's Will 

as in doubt whether living or not, and of ever returning to New-England. 
In June 22, 1694, he was of Boston, shipwright by occupation; and 
his wife was named Margaret. 

24. Katharine, who, with her uncle. Major William Johnson, administered 

on her father's estate. She married John Taylor, of Charlestown, 
and had children, — i. Richard; 2. John; 3. Thomas; 4. Catliarine; 
5. Sarah. 
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IL 6. iHajor MtUtam Sognson, 

Son of Captain Edward and Susan Johnson. Bom in England, 1629 or 
1630; died at Wobum, May 22, 1704. He resided in Woburn. In Abstrads 
of Middlesex Court Files, his age, June 17, 166S, was about 39; and April 24, 
1700, he gave his age as seventy. He married at Woburn, May 16, 1655, 
Esther Wiswall, who was baptized in 1635, and died at Woburn, Dec. 27, 
1707. She was a daughter of Thomas Wiswall, a ruling elder of the church at 
Newton. 

CHILDREN. 

30. tWilliam,bomFcb. 26, 1656; died Jan. 10, 1729; married Esther Gardner. 

31. fEJward, born March 19, 165S ; died Aug. 7, 1725 ; married, ist, Jan. 12, 

16S6-7, S-irah Walker; married, 2d, Abigail . 

32. tEl^cnezer, bom March 29, 1660; died at Woburn, March 17, 1737; mar- 

ried, April 13, 1691, Sarah Winn. 

33. Estlicr, born April 13, 1662 ; married, Dec. 17, 16S5, Scth Wyman. 

34. Joseph, born June 14, 1664; named in his father's Will as being in a dis- 

tra<Sled frame of mind. He resided with his brother, Ebcnczer Johnson. 

35. fBenjamin, bom 0<SI. 15, 1666; died April 22, 1733; married, Nov. 22, 

1699, Sarah Walker. 

36. tjosiah, bom Jan. 15, 1669; died Dec. 16, 1739; mamed, ist, Jan. 24, 

1705-6, M.irtha Whitmore; married, 2d, Deborah (Giles?). 

37. Susanna, bom June 29, 1671. 

38. Abigail, born Oct. 4, 1674; married, June 14, 1705, Samuel Pierce. 



II. 8. fHattfjcfa 3oI)nson, 

Son of Captain Edward and Susan Johnson. Born in England about 1634; 
died at Woburn, July 19, 1696. He resided at Woburn. He married, ist, 
Nov. 12, 1658, Hannah Palfrey, who died at Woburn, Aug. i, 1662. She 
was the daughter of Peter Palfrey, who died at Reading in 1663. He married, 
2d, OA. 23, 1662, Rebecca Wiswall, baptized Dec. 2, 163S ; died at Woburn, 
Deci 25, 1709. She was the daughter of Elder John Wiswall, of Boston. 
Administration to her estate was granted to her eldest son, Mattliew Johnson, 
Dec. 29, 1709. 
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CHILDRKV. 

39. Rebecca, bom March i, 1665 ; married, 1692, Samuel Simonds* 

40. t^i^tthcw, born March 18, 1667; died Aug. 8, 1740; married, ist, Dec 

12, 1695, Mary Reed ; married, 2d, Nov. 30, J 704, Alice Ward ; married, 
3d, Hannah . 

41. Hannah, lx>rn April 23, 1669; married Samuel Simonds* 

42. t^J"^^"<^U ^^"^ April 28, 1672 ; married Mary — . 

43. Lydia, married Samuel Blogget. 

44. Ruth, born Jan. i, 1674-5; married, Jan. 10, 1697-8, John Reed. 

45. Sarah, born April 14, 1677; niarried, Jan. 17, 1699-1700, Ddniel Reed. 

46. Ilenr)', born April 7, 16S3; died at Wobum, probably in 1752. He lefk 

considerable property, but had no family. His Will, of July 9^ 1751 , was 
proved Sept 30, 1754. 

II. 9. 3ol)n 3ol)nson, 

Son of Captain Edw.ard and Susan Johnson. Bom 1635 or 1636; died 
at Canterbur}', Conn. He resided in Woburn and Canterbury, and was by 
occupation a housc>\Tight, or carpenter, and owned in Wobum a saw-mill. 
May 16, 1 712, Obadiah Johnson, of Canterbur}', Conn., proposed to the town of 
Wolnirii to take his aged father, John Johnson (then under the care of Dr. Kit* 
tridgc, of Tcwksbiuy, for lameness), and his own mother Bethia, and maintain 
them. (Woburn Town Records.) He married, April 28, 1657, Bethia Reed, 
who died at Canterbury, Conn., about the year 1718. She was the daughter of 
William and Mabel Reed, of Wobum. Her father returned to "Xewcaftlc 
upon the Tyn," where he died. A copy of his Will was sent to New-England, 
and is on file at tlie Probate OlBce for Middlesex Count}% 

CHILDREN. 

47. John, bom Feb. 24, 1658-9 ; married Mar}' — — . He was a carpenter, and 

lived at Cambridge Farms. 

48. Bethia, born Feb. 20, 1659-60; married Woolcott. Sarah Knight and 

Abigail Knight, unmarried, are named as daughters of said Bethia Wool- 
cott, April 23, 1695. 

49. William, born Sept. 29, 1662 ; moved to Canterbury, Conn. 

50. Obadiah, born June 15, 1664; mo\^d to Canterburj', Conn., about the year 

1690. 

51. Samuel, bom OA. 29, 1670. 

52. Nathaniel, bom May 15, 1673. 
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III. 30. cailHam Soljnson, 

Son of Major William and Esther (Wiswall) Johnson. Bom at Woburn, 
Feb. 26, 1656-7; died at Woburn, Jan. 10, 1729-30. He resided in Woburn 
and in Charlcstow'n, where he was a shipwright. He married Esther Gaud- 
NER, who was bom at Woburn, Od. 15, 1659, and died at Wobum, Dec. 17, 
1706. She was the daughter of Richard Gardner, of Woburn* 

CHILDRCX. 

53. t William, born March 2S, 16S6 ; married, 1st, Jan. i, 1707-S, Sarah Dole, 

of Newbur)' ; married, 2d, Hannah • 

54. Esther, died Nov. 16, 17 10. 

55. Mary, died about 17 10. 

56. Hannah, or Anna, not married. 

57. t Benjamin, married Rebecca . 

58. fNoah, a cordwainer, and was called " Sergeant." 
59* Ruth. 

III. 31. Hlitoart 3oljnson, 

Son of Major William and Esther (Wiswall) Johnson. Bom at Woburn, 
March 19, 1658; died at Wobum, Aug. 7, 1725, — 6S, He was captain of the 
military band of Woburn, and for many years was a selectman of the town, 
deacon of the church, and was Deputy to the General Court in 1700. He re- 
sided in that part of Wobum which is now Burlington, and, it is supposed, in a 
house once used as a garrison-house, opposite of the house of Mr. Alfred B. 
Shaw. He died, it is said, of grief for the loss of his favorite son, Ichabod, 
who was killed by the Indians. (Rev. S. Sewall.) He married, ist, Jan. 12, 
16S6-7, Sarah Walker, who was bom in Wobum, March 6, 1670-1, and 
died May 31, 1704. She was the daughter of Samuel Walker, of Wobum. 

He married, 2d, Abigail , who outlived her husband. His Will, of Aug. 

5, 1725, was proved Sept 3, 1735. 

CHILDREN BY FIRST WIFK. 

60. Edward, bom 0&. 12, 1687; died Jan. 3, 16S7-8. 

61. t^^lw^rd, bom May 4, 16S9; died Oct. 5, 1774; married, ist, Rebecca 

Reed; married, 2d, Dec. 13, 1750, Esther Coolidge; married, 3d, Feb. 
19, 1755, Sarah Wilson. 
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62. Sarah ; married Simonds. 

63. Esther, born Jan. 26, 1693-4; died April 13, 1786; married John Steams, 

of Billcrica, son of Lieut. John and Elizabeth (Bigelow) Steams* 

64. fSamucU born Feb. 21, 1695-6; died about 1764; married, ist, Feb. 19, 

1724-5, Mary Butters; married, 2d, Jan. i, 1742-3, Priscilla Emery; 
married, 3d, Dec. 25, 1751, Hannah Wj'man. 

65. Abigail, married Dec. 11, 171 7, Timothy Richardson. 

66. Susanna, born Jan. 14, 1700; married. May 23, 1722, Samuel Jones. 

67. Ichahod, bom April 22, 1703 ; was killed by the Indians at Lovewell's fight. 

May 8, 1725. 

CHILDRBK BY SECOND WIFK. 

6S. Elizabeth, bom Nov. 6, 1.705; married, Jan. i, 1723, Joseph Winn, of West 

Nottingham, N.H. 
69. tjoscph, bom June 22, 170S; married, July 5, 1739, Sarah Thompson; 

died Oa. 3, 1793. 



III. 32. Ebmejer 3o!|nSDn, 

Son of Major William and Esther (Wiswall) Johnson. Bom at Wobum, 
March 29, 1660 ; died at Woburn, March 17, 1737. He married, April 13, 1691, 
Sarah Wixn, who was born at Woburn, Nov, 9, 1666, and died OA. 23, 1733. 
She was the daughter of Ensign Joseph and Rebecca (Reed) Winn. 

CHILDRBK. 

70. Ebcnezer, bom April 1 1, 1692 ; died April 14, 1692. 

71. Sarah, bom Sept. 28, 1693. 

72. Abigail, bom June 13, 1697; married Oliver Farmer, of Billerica. They 

were great-grandparents of John Farmer, tlie noted New-England anti- 
quary. 

73. /tE^^cnezer, bom Sept. 7^ 1699; died about 1756; married, May 19, 1725, 



< Sarah Stearns, of Billerica. 
74. ^ William, 1 



, born Sept. 7, 1699; died Feb. 11, 1708-9. 

75. t Joseph, born Feb. 9, 1 701-2 ; died June 29, 1798; married. May 8, 1734, 

Elizabeth Baldwin. 

76. fTimothy, born July 15, 1705 ; married, Nov. 11, 1734, Mary Wyman. 
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III. 35. Benjamin Johnson; 

Son of Major William and Esther (Wiswall) Johnson. Bom at Wobum, 
06t. 15, 1666; died at Wobum, April 22, 1733. He resided in what is now 
Burlington ; and, June 3, 1732, gave a lot of land at a place called Forest Hill, 
near his residence, for a meeting-house* He married, Nov. 22, 1699, Sarah 
Walker, who died in January, 1748. 

CUILDIULX* 

77. tBenjamin, born OS. 8, 1700; died May 4, 17S1 ; married, April 10, 1728, 

Mary Walker. 

78. Josiah, bom July 2S, 1702 ; was wounded in the LovcwcU fight. 

79. tSeth, bora April 23, 1707 ; died at Pelham ; married Maiy . 

80. Sarah, bom March 19, 1708-9. 

81. Hannah, born Sept 7, 17 10. 

82. Esther, bom Feb. 2, 1715 ; married, 0<ft. 21, 1736, John Wood. 



IIL 36. 3osini Solfnion, 

Son of Major William and Esther (Wiswall) Johnson. Bom Jan. 15, 1669- 
70; died Dec. 16, 1739. He married, ist, Jan. i, 1705-6, Martha Whitmore, 
who died Aug. 25, 1715. He married, 2d, Dedoraji Giles, who died Jan. 5, 
1723-4- 

CniLDRXN BT FIRST WXFB. 

83. Martha, bom Nov. 3, 1 706. 

84. Abigail, bom April 4, 1708. 

85. tjosiah, born Feb. 24, 1710 ; died Dec. 24, 17S4. He married, ist, Hannah 

Wood; married, 2d, Aug. 5, 177I9 Susanna (Kendall) Brooks. 

86. t Francis, bom Feb. 13, 1712 ; married Sarah Wyman. 

87. Hannah, bom Aug. 19, 1716. 

CmX.D BT SBCOND WIFB. 

88. Giles, bom April 12, 1718 ; married Abigail Reed. 
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IIL 40. iHattfjrfn Sofinson, 

Son of l^latthcw and Rebecca (Wiswall) Johnson. Bom March x8, 1667 ; 
died Aug. 8, 1740. He married, ist, Dec. 12, 16959 Mary Reed, who died 
OA. 14, 1703. He married, 2d, Nov. 30, 1704, Aucs Ward, who died July 
31, 1707. He married, 3d, Hannah --^*— , who <Hitlived her husband, and 
administered on his estate. 



89. Maiy, bom Sept 12, 1696 ; married, Nov., 1717, Ebenezer Knight 

90. Hannah, bom Nov. 28, 1699 ; married Cooper. 

91. ^fatthew, born Sept. 3, 1702 ; died Jan. 12, 1729-30; married Anna ■ . 

92. Sarah, bom Sept 15, 1703; married. May 14, 1722, John Bloggett 



IIL 42. 5amuel Soijnson, 

Son of Matthew and Rebecca (Wiswall) Johnson. Bom April 28, 167a ; 
died prob.ibly at Lancaster. He was a farmer, and resided at Wobuni and at 
Lancaster. He married Mary . 

CmLDRKK. 

93. Samuel, bom July 7, 1705. 

94. Mar}', bom Jan. 8, 1706-7. 

95. Daniel, born Aug. 20, 170S. 

96. Joshua, born April 17, 1712. 

97. Elizabetli, bom Dec. 20, 171 7. 



IV. 53. BEltUiam Sofjnson, 

Son of William and Esther (Gardner) Johnson. Bom March 28, 16S6 ; died 
at MansBcld, Conn., Feb. 29, 1752. He resided at Wobum, and at Mansfield, 
Conn. He married, ist, Jan. 1, 1707, Sarah Dole, who was bom at New- 
bur}', Feb. 14, 1681, and died at Wobum, Oa. 14, 1710. She was daughter of 
Richard and Sarah (Greenleaf) Dole- He married, 2d, Hankah . 
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CHILDRKN BY FIRST WIFK. 

98. Sarah, born May 3, 1709 ; married John Noycs, of Newbury. 

99. DolC| bom Sept 30, 1710. 

CHILDREN BY SECOND WIVB. 

ICO. Williain, born March 27, 1718; married, Jan. 26, 1748, Abigail, daughter 

of Edmund Freeman, of Mansfield, Conn, 
loi. Hannah, bom March 31, 1719. 

102. Joseph, bom April 28, 1720; died May 31, 1787, at Mansfield, Conn.; 

married Abigail, daughter of Samuel Slaflcr, of Mansfield, Conn., and 
had children, — Abigail, Joseph, Ruth, Hannah, William, and Josiah. 

103. Enoch, bora Sept. 16, 1721. 

104. Rebecca, bom April 8, 1723. 

105. Hezckiah, bom May 12, 1724; died 1S06, at Norwich, Vt. ; married 

Dorothy, daughter of Samuel Slafter, of Mansfield, Conn.', and had 
children, — Esther, Experience, Samuel Slafter, Hezckiah, and Dorothy. 
io6. Azariah, born Nov. 18, 1726. 

107. Esther, bom Dec. 30, 1727. 

108. Experience, born July 19, 1729. 

109. Mary, born Dec. 21, 1730. 
no. Ruth, born May 5, 1732. 



IV. 57. Brnjamm Soljnson, 

Son of William and Esther (Gardner) Johnson. Born probably at Charles- 
town, and resided at Woburn. He married Rebecca — . 

CHILDUCN. 

111. Rebecca, bom May 4, i7i9. 

112. Esther, born May 8, 1721. 



IV. 58. Jfoa]^ Soljnson, 

Son of William and Esther (Gardner) Johnson. Bom probably at Charles- 
town, Feb. 2y 1699. Resided at Dunstable at the time of LoveweU's fight, and 
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was the last sun'ivor of those engaged in that aAioa. He removed to Pem- 
broke, N.H. (then called Smicook), and subsequently to Plymouth, N.H.» where 
he died Aug. 13, 1 75^, aged 99 years, 6 montlis, and i x days. (Rev. S. SewmlL) 

CHILDRXK. 

113. Elizabeth, bom OA. 3, 1728. 

114. Noah, born May 27, 1730. 

115. Edward, who was killed in the old Freneh Wan 



IV. 61. Elitoart Soljnson, 

Son of Edward and Sarah (Walker) Johnson. Bom at Wobum, May 4, 
1689; died Oct. 5, i774« He took an a<5tive part in gathering the church in 
the Second Parish of Wobum, now Burlington ; was chosen a deacon of that 
church in I74i. Deacon Johnson lived upon the farm in Burlington, on the 
road to Lexington, which continued in possession of the family for one hundred 
and twent}'-five years. It is now in the possession of E. W. Willard. He mar- 
ried, 1st, Rebecca Reed, who was tlie mother of his thirteen children. He 
married, 2d, Dec. 13, 1750, Esther (M.vson) Coolidge, who was born July S» 
16S6. She was the widow of Captain Joseph Coolidge, of Watertown, and 
daughter of Joseph and Mary (Fiske) Mason. He married, 3d, Feb. 19, i775t 
Sarah Wilson, who was bom Dec. 13, 1693? and died March 12, 1775. 
She was the widow of Samuel Wilson, and daughter of James and Susannm 
Simonds. 

CHILDRBM. 

116. Rebecca, bom April 22, 1712 ; married Ebenezer Wyman. 

117. Mary, born OA. 26, 17 13; married Enoch Richardson. 

iiS. Edward, born Sept. 2S, 1715 ; moved to Leominster, and was drowned in 
a well. . 

119. Joshua, bom Feb. i6, i7i(>-i7 ; removed to Bolton (now BerUn). 

120. Eleazer, bom Feb. 27, 171S-19; removed to Bolton. 

121. Jonathan, bom June 13, 1720; died Nov. 30, 1793 ; married Sarah, daugh- 

ter of Samuel and Sarah Wilson ; resided at Leominster, and at Wobum 
Precinct, where he died. He had children, — 

122. I. Jonathan, bom Feb. i, 1751-52 ; married Lydia Jaquith. 

^^3* 3- Jotham, born Xov. 2S, 1753 ; married Eunice, daughter of Deacon 

Samuel and Eunice Reed. 
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I24« 3. Sarah, bom May 94^ i759* 

135. 4. Lucy, born Nov. 4, 1761 ; married General John Walker, of Bur* 

lington. They were parents of Rev. James Walker, D,D., 

President of Harvard College. 
X36. 5. Ichabod, born Sept i6, 1764; married Sally Reed ; died Aug. 5, 

1807. 

127. Nathan, bom Nov. 11, 1721 ; resided in Leominster. 

128. Abigail, bom July 15, 1723; married, ist, June 5, 1744, Samuel Wilson; 

married, 2d, Nov. 10, 1751, Simeon Spaulding, of Chelmsford. 

129. Ichabod, born Dec. 23, 1724; lived on tlie Moselcy place. 

130. Lucy, bom Jan. 3, 1725-6; not married. 

131. Jonas, bom Jan. 17, 1727-8. 

132. Asa, bom Feb. 16, 1728-9; resided in Leominster. 

133. Susanna, born OA. 23, 1730; married. May 2, 1755, Joshua Kendall. 



IV. 64. Samuel Sfoj^njJon, 

Son of Edward and Sarah (Walker) Johnson. Born Feb. 23, 1695-6 ; died 
in 1764. He resided in Wobum. He married, 1st, Feb. 19, 1724-5, Mary 
Butters, who died Aug. 7, 1730. He married, 2d, Jan. i, 1742-3, Priscilla 
Emery. He married, 3d, Dec. 25, 1751, Hannah Wyman. 

CHILORXN. 

134. Samuel, bom May 18, 1725. 

135. Reuben, bom May 12, 1727 ; married Sarah, daughter of Ebenezer John- 

son. 

136. Mary, marriedi Nov. 4, 1756, James Boutelle. 

137. Abigail. 

138. Edward, bom 06t 23, 1743. 



IV. 69. 3osrp]^ 3oljnsott^ 

Son of Edward and Abigail Johnson. Bom at Wobum, June 22, 1708. He 
married, July 5, 17399 Sarah Thompson, who died Sept ii, 1778. 



Introdudion, cli 

CKXLDRBir. 

139. Abignil, bom Dec. 30, 1741 ; died unmarried, aged about ninety. 

140. Abiathar, bom Nov. a, 1743 ; married, July 9, 1767, Sarah Skilton. 

141. Sarah, bom OA. 25, 1745. 

142. Susannah, bom Aug. 5, 1748. 



IV. 73. "Ehtntitx 3ol)ttSon, 

Twin son of Ebenezer and Sarah (Winn) Johnson. Bom at Wobura, Sept. 
7, 1699; died in 1756. His Will, of May 31, 1756, proved Nov. 32, 1756, it 
on file. In it he speaks of *' being about to go into his Majeily's fervice in the 
Expedition formed againil Crown Point" He married. May 19, 1725, Sarar 
Stearxs, who was born at Billcrica, March 26, 1703, and died May 24, 1779. 
She was the daughter of Isaac and Mary (Merriam) Steams, of Billerica. 

CUULDRKX; 

143. Ebenezer, born Sept. 3, 1726. 

144. Sarah, bom Sept. 20, 1728. 

145. James, bom May 8, 1731. 

146. William, bom Feb. 25, 1732-3. 

147. Obadiah, who died 0<ft. 21, 1736. 
14S. Ruth, bom Dec. 3, 1738. 

149. Rebecca, born March 31, 1742. 

150. Joanna, named in her father's Will. 



IV. 75. Soscplj 3of)nsott, 

Son of Ebenezer and Sarah (Winn) Johnson. Bom at Wobum, Feb. 9, 
1 701 -2 ; died June 29, 1798. He married. May 8, 1734, Elizabeth Baldwdt, 
who died Dec. 31, 1780, aged 78 years, 7 months. 

CHILDRKH. 

151. Sarah, bom March 17, 1734-5. 

152. Joseph, bom Nov. 7, 1738; died OA. 14, 1797. 

153. Elizabeth, born May 22, 1741 ; married, May 10, 176S, Thomas Skilton, Jr. 
154- Sybil, bora Dec. 15, 1747; married, Jan. 27, 1768, Jonathan Carter. 
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IV. 76. STimotfjg SofjttSOit, 

Brother of the preceding. Bom at Wobum, July 15, 1705 ; married, Nov. i, 
1734, Mary WVMAN. 

CHILDREN. 

155. Maiy, bom July 30, 1735. 

156. Timothy, not married. 

157. Isabel, married, April 24, 1770, Thomas Deane, Jr. 

158. Rebecca, married, July 18, 1772, Jonas Deane. 

159. Jemima, not married. 

160. Abigail, not married. 



IV. 77. 15cnjamin 3oIjnson, 

Son of Benjamin and Sarah (Walker) Johnson. Born at Wobum, 061. S, 
1700; died May 4, 17S1. He resided on Forest Hill, Woburn (now Burling- 
ton), and on the place, I suppose, where Rev. S. Scwall now resides. He 
married, April 10, 172S, Mary Walker, who died June 5, 1762 or '63. 

CHILDRESr. 

161. Joel, bom Jan. 31, 1728-9; died Sept 4, 1738. 

162. Mary, born Nov. 6, 1730. 

163. Azel, born July 9, 1732 ; married, 06t. 13, 1757, Rebecca Wilson. 

164. Judith, bom Feb. 26, 1733-4. 

165. Benjamin, bom April 12, 1736; died at college, June 21, 1756. 

166. Shubael, born March X2, 1738 ; married, Dec. 9, 1760, Mary Cutler. 

167. Keziah, bom April 9, 1741. 

168. Ruth, bom June 1, 1743. 

169. Abijah, born June 13, 1745 ; married. May 7, 1765, Mary Reed. 

170. Enoch, bom May X2, 1748. 



IV. 79. Sttft 3ol)nsoit, 

Brother of tlie preceding. Bom at Wobum, April 23, 1707; died at Pel- 
ham, N.H. He probably moved to Pelham, N.H., after the birth of his chil- 
dren, who were all bom at Wobunu He married Mary — ^. 



Introdudion. cliii 

CBILOS.EM* 

171. ( Maiy, born Feb. 24, 1733-4. 

173. \ ALirtha, bom Feb. 24, 1733-4; married, Sept. 20, 1753, Solomon Wood. 

173. Seth, bom Nov. 23, 1736. 

174. Silas, bom Jan. 24, 1739-40; died July 6, 1743. 

175. Amos, bom Feb. 16, 1742-3. 

176. Silas, bom July iS, 1745. 

177. Abel, bom May 28, 1748. 
17S. Jonas, bom June 16, i750. 



IV. 85. 3osiaIj 3oijnso«, 

Son of Josiah and Martha (Whitmorc) Johnson. Bom at Wobum, Feb. 24, 
1709-10; died at Wobum, Dec. 24, 17S4. About tl>e year 1743, he moved to 
the house where his grandson, Levi Johnson, now lives. The last part of hit 
life he dwelt on what is now called the " Oliver Bacon place,** about one-half 
mile south-west from Wobum Common. He married, ist, Hannah Wood, 
who died March 14, 1 771-2. He married, 2d, Susanna (Kendall) Broors, 
who was born July 5, 17249 and died Dec. 19, iSoS. 

CHILDREN BY FIRST WIFE. 

179. Josiah, bom Feb. 26, 1736-7; died June, 1807. He married, Dec 22, 

1 760, Sarah Gardner. 
iSo. Hannah, born May 14, 1740; died Dec. 13, I7S>S. She married 

Sawyer, and moved to Atkinson, N.H. 
iSi. David, bom Jan. 7, 1741-2 ; married, Jan. xo, 1765, Mar)' Richardson. 

152. Martha, bom Dec. 30, 1743 ; not married. 

153. Daniel, born Septenil>cr, 1746; lived on tlie "Oliver Bacon place.** He 

married, Dec. 20, 1770, Joanna Pollard. 

154. I^ac, bom Odolier, 1749. 



IV. 86. iFrancis Soijnsoit, 

Brother of the preceding. Bom at Wobum, Feb. 13, 1712-13. He resided 
in Wobum, on "Johnson Lane,** a short distance from the main road leading 
from Widow Luke Recd*s to Arlington. He married, Jan. 23,' 1740-1, Sarah 

WVMAN. 



cliv Introduction. 

ClIILDRKN. 

185. Sarah, bom Dec. 4, 1743 ; marriod, April 27, 1769, Samuel Tay* 

186. Francis, bom April 2, 1746; married, June 27, 1771, Abigail Brooks. 

187. John, bom Aug. 14, 1748 ; died in childhood. 

188. Seth, bom Dec. 8, 1750; married, Feb. 10, 1780, Abigail Symmes. 

189. Esther, bom May 3, 1753 ; resided in Concord, N.II. She married Jona- 

than Eastman. 

190. John, bom Feb. 4, 1757; married, Dec. 9, 17S3, Achs.ih Simonds. 
19Z. Frederic, bom March 29, 1759; married Uhoda Reed. 

192. Josiah, bom April 25, 1761 ; died July 14, 17S6. 

193. Noah, bom June 3, 1763 ; died Sept. 14, 1784. 

194. Susanna; died April 2Z, 17S6, aged 2i. 
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